
Michigan’s Neonatal BioTrust: 
Beyond Newborn Screening



Beyond newborn screening

Public health code: “The department shall do 
all of the following in regard to the blood 
specimens taken for purposes of conducting 
the tests required…
(b) Allow the blood specimens to be used for 
medical research during the retention 
period… as long as the medical research is 
conducted in a manner that preserves the 
confidentiality of the test subjects and is 
consistent to protect human subjects from 
research risks”…



What can be measured in 
Michigan DBS?



Potential data linkages
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Live Births Records
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Working GroupsWorking Groups

Business Plan: 
– Develop mission and vision
– Governance structure
– Business plan
– Identify potential funding



Working Groups

Research Priorities: 
– Guiding principles for eligible projects 
– Clarify ownership and consent issues
– Develop protocols for approval of research 

proposals



Working Groups

Community Engagement: 
– Identify existing opportunities
– Develop an action plan
– Increase public education
– Create background materials
– Assure ongoing input


