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N. Support of State Partners
Page 48 of the Application Guidance 

Narrative Question: 

The success of a State's MHBG and SABG will rely heavily on the strategic partnership that SMHAs and SSAs have or will develop with other 
health, social services, education and other State and local governmental entities. States should identify these partners in the space below and 
describe the roles they will play in assisting the State to implement the priorities identified in the plan. In addition, the State should provide a 
letter of support indicating agreement with the description of their role and collaboration with the SSA and/or SMHA, including the State 
education authority(ies); the State Medicaid agency; the State entity(ies) responsible for health insurance and health information exchanges (if 
applicable); the State adult and juvenile correctional authority(ies); the State public health authority, (including the maternal and child health 
agency); and the State child welfare agency. SAMHSA will provide technical assistance and support for SMHAs and SSAs in their efforts to 
obtain this collaboration. These letters should provide specific activities that the partner will undertake to assist the SMHA or SSA with 
implanting its plan. This could include, but is not limited to:

The State Medicaid Agency agreeing to consult with the SMHA or the SSA in the development and/or oversight of health homes for 
individuals with chronic health conditions or consultation on the benefits available to the expanded Medicaid population. 

•

The State Department of Justice that will work with the State and local judicial system to develop policies and programs that address the 
needs of individuals with mental and substance use disorders that come into contact with the criminal and juvenile justice systems; 
promote strategies for appropriate diversion and alternatives to incarceration; provide screening and treatment; and implement transition 
services for those individuals reentering the community. 

•

The State Education Agency examining current regulations, policies, programs, and key data-points in local school districts to ensure that 
children are safe; supported in their social-emotional development; exposed to initiatives that target risk and protective actors for mental 
and substance use disorders; and, for those youth with or at-risk of emotional behavioral and substance use disorders, to ensure that they 
have the services and supports needed to succeed in school and improve their graduation rates and reduce out-of-district placements. 

•

The State Child Welfare/Human Services Department, in response to State Child and Family Services Reviews, working with local child 
welfare agencies to address the trauma, and mental and substance use disorders in these families that often put their children at-risk for 
maltreatment and subsequent out-of-home placement and involvement with the foster care system. 

•

Footnotes:
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Support of State Partners 

The department recognizes that the success of the block grant and the provision of 
SUD service rely heavily on the strategic partnerships that have been developed or 
need to be strengthened. Partnerships and working relationships within state 
agencies are typically established to support specific activities that will be 
working with the same populations.  Standing letters of agreement are not used but 
letters of agreement or support are obtained to support specific projects. Various 
partners and their roles are outlined below:
Michigan Department of Education (MDE): Has been and continues to be a strong 
partner on prior grants and program implementation, including assignment of a staff 
member to serve on the SEOW and collaboration on the Michigan Profile for Healthy 
Youth (MiPHY).  BSAAS, community coalitions, and MDE coordinated efforts to increase
the number of school districts in Michigan choosing to participate in the MiPHY 
which increased that availability of data resources for this population. 
Michigan State Police (MSP): Most recently has been an ally in tobacco control 
initiatives, including the ability to secure a FDA grant.  MSP continues to be a 
partner in addressing methamphetamine issues in the state. 
Michigan State Police Office of Highway Safety Planning (OHSP): Has been and 
continues to be a strong partner on prior grants and program implementation, 
including assignment of a staff member to serve on the SEOW.  Also coordinates their
Enforcing Underage Drinking Laws (EUDL) grants with the SUD service delivery system 
to avoid duplication of effort and to provide a synergistic use of resources.  BSAAS
and OHSP have coordinated planning on other prevention initiatives targeting 
underage/binge drinking, including efforts conducted on college/university campuses.
BSAAS staff continues to serve on the OHSP Impaired Driving Action Team. OHSP has 
developed a user friendly data-base for their records, in part as a result of the 
SPF SIG grant and the partnerships that have been developed across the state.

Michigan Department of Human Services (DHS):  Collaborate to certify residential SUD
treatment programs for Title IX food stamp use.
Michigan Department of Corrections (DOC): Collaboration on criminal justice issues 
to assure strengthening and enhancement of the Michigan Prisoner Re-Entry Program 
initiative continues.  
Michigan Primary Care Association (MPCA): Has been and continues to be a strong 
partner on prior grant submissions, and an epidemiologist has recently begun serving
on the SEOW.  We anticipate this partnership continuing to expand in other areas in 
the coming year, especially in relation to primary care initiatives and SUD service 
integration.
Michigan Inter-Tribal Council (ITC): The ITC has been an essential partner for the 
SPF/SIG and SEOW.
MDCH Maternal & Child Health Program:  Collaboration to operationalize the Parent 
Child Assistance Program (PCAP) in Kent, Muskegon and Berrien Counties has 
continued.  PCAP is a FASD Prevention program funded by CSAP through the FASD Center
for Excellence that provides peer case management to women who use alcohol over a 
three year period with the purpose of preventing future alcohol exposed births.  In 
addition, BSAAS has provided assistance in developing appropriate SUD interventions 
for the Maternal Infant Health Program providers.

MDCH Bureau of Epidemiology: In addition to the director of the Bureau of 
Epidemiology chairing the SEOW, other divisions and sections within the bureau 
provide support and/or staff in conjunction with BSAAS efforts.  These include: the 
Alcohol Epidemiology area (providing services of two Epidemiology Fellows for data 
related projects, as well as these two individuals and their supervisor being 
available to assist the SEOW, Prescription and Over-the-Counter Drug Abuse Task 
Force.  In addition the SEOW Epidemiologist meets weekly with this section for other
epidemiology related support); Injury and Violence Control section, which provides 
data related information and analysis primarily as it relates to prescription and 
over-the-counter drug-related injuries; and the Division of Environmental Health, 
which provides regular updates from the Drug Abuse Warning Network (DAWN) for 
coordination of information dissemination and support.

MDCH Division of Health, Wellness and Disease Control (DHWDC):  Provides opportunity
to coordinate efforts related to communicable disease, including HIV/AIDS, 
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hepatitis, tuberculosis, and STD/Is.  Cross training of staff is provided both at 
the state and regional level, as well as coordination of services being provided 
particularly in high need areas of the state.

Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (DLRA): The Bureau of Health
Professions, Health Investigation Division provides regional-level information upon 
request to the CAs from the Michigan Automated Prescription System (MAPS), the 
prescription drug monitoring system for the state.  In addition, limited statewide 
data on trends is available on their website, and additional data is available by 
request for BSAAS.  Staff members from the MAPS have also provided training for the 
SUD field on the use of their system, as well as analysis of the data available.  
DLRA is also the state agency responsible for licensing SUD programs in the state.  
BSAAS has worked with DLRA to provide site visit monitoring for the establishment of
new programs

Michigan Certification Board for Addiction Professionals (MCBAP):  This agency 
reviews and approves all certification for SUD prevention and treatment in the state
of Michigan.  BSAAS and MCBAP collaborate to ensure that professionals in the state 
are able to obtain the education that is needed, and ensure that the educational 
opportunities are relevant to the field.  

Michigan HIV/AIDS Council (MHAC): A statewide Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
mandated council convened by the MDCH DHWDC.  BSAAS staff is a member as an expert 
on SUD related issues, and partnership with this body has provided additional 
community member level support of overall efforts, however particularly related to 
ROSC and prescription and over-the-counter drug abuse.

MDCH Suicide Prevention Workgroup:  A public health work group that includes 
representation from various agencies and stakeholders from around the state. BSAAS 
has a staff person as a member of this group.

Michigan Association of Substance Abuse Coordinating Agencies (MASACA):  The 
leadership group of the 16 regional substance abuse coordinating agencies. The 
department works directly with this organization to address needs in the field and 
to communicate any policy, procedure and legislative issues that may arise.

Prevention Network (PN): A direct statewide contractor that provides support, 
training, technical assistance and mini-grants to grassroots community groups to 
provide education and community-based programming related to substance abuse issues.
 PN also funds the Michigan Coalition to Reduce Underage Drinking (MCRUD) to assist 
local communities across the state with activities designed to prevention under age 
drinking.  

Oakland County Health Division Office of Substance Abuse Services (OSAS): In 
addition to being one of the sixteen regional CAs, OSAS has an established 
relationship with Affirmations, a community based organization.  As BSAAS begins to 
address the needs within the LGBTQ community, Affirmations, centrally located in the
metro Detroit area in Ferndale, is the hub of the LGBTQ community, recognized and 
trusted across the state. Because of its ability to change and meet community needs,
Affirmations, a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, has become not only the largest LGBT
organization in Michigan, but also one of the ten largest in the United States.

Michigan National Guard:  The Michigan National Guard is an active participant on 
the Prescription and Over-the-Counter Drug Abuse Task Force.  Although relatively 
new to collaborative efforts with BSAAS, the partnership with this organization is 
anticipated to continue and to be strengthened.
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