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LARA/LOP-030 (05/11) Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs 
Board of Optometry 

P.O. Box 30670 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 

(517) 335-0918 
www.michigan.gov/healthlicense 

 
 

OPTOMETRY LICENSURE INSTRUCTIONS 
Authority:  P.A. 368 of 1978, as amended 

This form is for information only. 
 
 
NOTE: It is your responsibility to have all required documentation sent to the Board of Optometry.  Questions 

regarding your application can be directed to the Michigan Board of Optometry at (517) 335-0918 three 
weeks after the date you sent the application.  Please allow 6-8 weeks processing time.   

 
 

 
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR LICENSURE BY EXAMINATION: 
 
 

1. Please mark the appropriate type(s) of licensure for which you are applying.  Read all instructions 
carefully and answer all questions on the application including providing details on a separate sheet if 
necessary.  Sign and date your application.  Failure to correctly complete the application in its entirety 
may delay the processing of your application.   

 
2. An application accompanied by the appropriate fee is valid for two years.  If an applicant fails to complete 

the requirements for licensure within two years from the date of filing the application, the application is no 
longer valid. 

 
3. Completed application and required fee(s).  A controlled substance license is required for every person 

who manufactures, distributes, prescribes, or dispenses any controlled substance in Michigan.  A 
separate controlled substance license is required for each business location from which you manufacture, 
distribute, or dispense controlled substances.  If you only prescribe controlled substances at more than 
one location, you only need on controlled substance license.  

 
4. Effective October 1, 2008, all applicants for a health profession license or registration in Michigan are 

required to submit fingerprints and undergo a criminal background check.  Please see the attached 
instructions. The Michigan Board is not able to accept fingerprints that have been obtained for any other 
purpose. Your license or registration will not be issued until this process is complete. 

 
5. A final, official transcript sent directly from your school that shows the date that your doctor of optometry 

degree was conferred.   
 
6. Applicants are required to pass Parts I, II and III of the National Board of Examiners in Optometry (NBEO) 

examination.  Michigan accepts the same overall passing scores that are established by NBEO.  Request 
the NBEO (www.optometry.org) to send your examination scores directly to this office. 

 
7. All applicants for optometry licensure must take and pass the 32-question jurisprudence examination.  

The passing score on the exam is 75% (24/32).  The jurisprudence examination is included in the 
application packet and must be completed and returned with your application and fee.  The jurisprudence 
examination covers material that can be found in the Administrative Rules of the Michigan Board of 
Optometry and in Article 15, parts 161 and 174 of the Michigan Public Health Code.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.optometry.org/
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APPLICANTS FOR BY LICENSURE BY ENDORSEMENT: (You must hold a current license in another 
state to apply for licensure by endorsement.) 
 
If you have been licensed in another state for at least 5 years, you must submit: 
 

1. Completed application and required fee(s).  A controlled substance license is required for every person 
who manufactures, distributes, prescribes, or dispenses any controlled substance in Michigan.  A 
separate controlled substance license is required for each business location from which you manufacture, 
distribute, or dispense controlled substances.  If you only prescribe controlled substances at more than 
one location, you only need on controlled substance license.  

 
2. Effective October 1, 2008, all applicants for a health profession license or registration in Michigan are 

required to submit fingerprints and undergo a criminal background check.  Please see the attached 
instructions. The Michigan Board is not able to accept fingerprints that have been obtained for any other 
purpose. Your license or registration will not be issued until this process is complete. 

 
3. Verification of licensure from any state where you hold or have ever held a permanent optometrist license.  A 

form is enclosed for this purpose and may be copied as needed.  As most states charge a fee for this service, 
you should contact each state board to determine if a fee is required prior to sending them the form for 
completion.  The Verification of Licensure form must be sent to the Michigan Board directly from the state(s) 
where you are or have been licensed. 

 
4. All applicants for optometry licensure must take and pass the 32-question jurisprudence examination.  The 

passing score on the exam is 75% (24/32).  The jurisprudence examination is included in the application 
packet and must be completed and returned with your application and fee.  The jurisprudence examination 
covers material that can be found in the Administrative Rules of the Michigan Board of Optometry and in 
Article 15, parts 161 and 174 of the Michigan Public Health Code. 

 
 

If you have been licensed in another state less than 5 years, you must submit: 
 

1. Completed application and required fee(s).  A controlled substance license is required for every person 
who manufactures, distributes, prescribes, or dispenses any controlled substance in Michigan.  A 
separate controlled substance license is required for each business location from which you manufacture, 
distribute, or dispense controlled substances.  If you only prescribe controlled substances at more than 
one location, you only need on controlled substance license. 

 
2. Effective October 1, 2008, all applicants for a health profession license or registration in Michigan are 

required to submit fingerprints and undergo a criminal background check.  Please see the attached 
instructions. The Michigan Board is not able to accept fingerprints that have been obtained for any other 
purpose. Your license or registration will not be issued until this process is complete. 

 
3. A final, official transcript sent directly from your school that shows the date your doctor of optometry 

degree was conferred.   
 
4. Overall passing scores on Parts I, II and III of the National Boards must be sent directly from NBEO 

(www.optometry.org). 
 
5. Verification of licensure from any state where you hold or have ever held a permanent optometrist license.  A 

form is enclosed for this purpose and may be copied as needed.  As most states charge a fee for this service, 
you should contact each state board to determine if a fee is required prior to sending them the form for 
completion.  The Verification of Licensure form must be sent to the Michigan Board directly from the state(s) 
where you are or have been licensed. 
 

6. All applicants for optometry licensure must take and pass the 32-question jurisprudence examination.  The 
passing score on the exam is 75% (24/32).  The jurisprudence examination is included in the application 
packet and must be completed and returned with your application and fee.  The jurisprudence examination 
covers material that can be found in the Administrative Rules of the Michigan Board of Optometry and in 
Article 15, parts 161 and 174 of the Michigan Public Health Code. 

 
 

http://www.optometry.org/
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APPLICANTS SEEKING DIAGNOSTIC PHARMACEUTICAL AGENTS (DPA) AND THERAPEUTIC 
PHARMACEUTICAL AGENTS (TPA) CERTIFICATION MUST SUBMIT: 
 

1. The completed application and appropriate fee.   
 
2. A copy of your current certificate showing successful completion of a course in advanced cardiac life 

support or a course in basic life support. 
 

3. The completed Management and Emergency Plan form.  Be sure to make a photocopy of this form to 
keep permanently in your office.  Submit the original, signed plan with the application. 
 

 4. The Verification of Diagnostic Pharmaceutical Agents (DPA) Training Form.  Section I of the Verification of 
Diagnostic Pharmaceutical Agents (DPA) Training form must be completed by the applicant.  Section II of 
this form must be completed and returned to this office by the Director of the DPA educational program or 
the Registrar of the institution where the training was completed.    

 
 5. The Verification of Therapeutic Pharmaceutical Agents (TPA) Training Form.  Section I of the Verification of 

Therapeutic Pharmaceutical Agents (TPA) Training form must be completed by the applicant.  Section II of 
this form must be completed and returned to this office by the Director of the TPA educational program or the 
Registrar of the institution where the training was completed.  YOU MUST HAVE DPA CERTIFICATION TO 
OBTAIN TPA CERTIFICATION. 

 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

1. NAME AND/OR ADDRESS CHANGES: If your name and/or address changes please notify the Board of 
Optometry in writing.  To change a name or address, you can download the Data Change/Duplicate License 
Request Form from our website www.michigan.gov/healthlicense and fax it to (517) 373-2179 or mail the form 
to Bureau of Health Professions, PO Box 30670, Lansing, MI 48909.  Telephone calls are NOT accepted for 
these changes.   

 
2. REFUND POLICY: If you wish to withdraw your application, you may be eligible for a partial refund.  You must 

notify the Board of Optometry in writing to request a refund. 
 
3. NOTE:  If you have ever been licensed in another state and you have a current disciplinary sanction on that 

license, (even if the license is inactive), you are not eligible for licensure in Michigan according to the Public 
Health Code, PA 368, as amended, Section 333.16174 (2).  Sanctions include probation, limitation, 
suspension, revocation, or fine.  Upon resolution of the sanction and verification that the license is active 
with no disciplinary action in effect, you can proceed with the filing of an application for a Michigan license 
or registration. 

 
4. CONTINUING EDUCATION: This license has a continuing education requirement for renewal.  Please 

check our website at www.michigan.gov/healthlicense for more information on the specific requirements. 
   
 PLEASE NOTE: You are not required to complete any continuing education credits in order to renew your license 

for the first time because you will not have held your license for a full two-year period. 
 
5. DEA: Information on obtaining a Federal controlled substance license may be obtained by contacting the Regional 

Branch, Drug Enforcement Administration, 431 Howard Street, Detroit, Michigan 48226 (800) 882-9539.  The 
Michigan Board of Pharmacy is unable to answer questions about the federal licensing process. 

 
6. RULES AND/OR LICENSING UPDATES: It is the responsibility of the licensee to be aware of the rules that govern 

practicing optometry in the State of Michigan.  Rules and licensing updates are available on our website at 
www.michigan.gov/healthlicense.  

 
7. ORIGINAL LICENSES ARE VALID FOR ONE YEAR OR LESS; SUBSEQUENT RENEWALS ARE GOOD FOR A 

TWO-YEAR PERIOD. 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/addchfm_34327_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/addchfm_34327_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/healthlicense




















OPTOMETRY LAWS & RULES EXAMINATION 
 

Name              SSN       
 
 
Please clearly print your name and Social Security Number in the above spaces.  Circle 
your answers for each test question.  Be sure to read the statement at the end of the 
examination and sign your name on the last page before sending it to the Board Office 
along with your application.  The passing score is 75% (24/32). 
 
1. The governing body for licensed optometrists in Michigan is the 
 

a. Michigan Board of Optometry.  
b. Michigan Optometric Association. 
c. American Optometric Association. 

 d. Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs. 
 
 
2. After initial licensure renewal, an optometrist’s license MUST be renewed 

every             year(s). 
 

a. 1 
b. 2  
c. 3 

 d. 4 
 
 
3. Ethical conduct of an optometrist is defined as 
 

a. advising the patient whenever consultation with an optometric 
colleague or referral to other professional care seems advisable. 

b. verifying frame specifications and power of all lenses processed 
from his/her prescriptions to protect the patient against errors. 

c. avoiding holding himself/herself forth in such a manner as to carry 
the slightest intimation of having superior skill or equipment or 
being superior to other optometrists. 

d. all of the above  
 
 
4. Patient records must be retained by an optometrist for at least 
 

a.   3 years. 
b.   5 years. 
c.   7 years.  

 d. 10 years. 
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5. If an optometrist has made a false representation of material fact when
 applying for a license, 
 

a. the optometrist may be denied licensure.  
b. no action will be taken until the license is renewed. 
c. the optometrist may not supervise any employees. 

 d. the optometrist will be required to attend additional continuing 
 education courses in ethics. 

 
 
6. Which of the following is INCORRECT regarding “supervision” as defined 

in the Public Health Code?  The supervisor 
 

a. must be physically present at the practice location at all times.  
b. must review the work of the supervised individual on a regularly 

scheduled basis. 
c. must further educate the supervised individual in the performance 

of the individual’s assigned duties. 
 d. must be continuously available for direct communication, either 

 personally or by radio, telephone, or telecommunication. 
 
 
7. According to the Michigan Public Health Code, Karen Murray, a licensed 

optometrist practicing in Michigan, may use all of the following titles 
EXCEPT 

 
a. Dr. Karen Murray.    
b. Karen Murray, O.D. 
c. Dr. Karen Murray, Optometrist. 

 d. Karen Murray, Doctor of Optometry.  
 
 
8. By law, a certificate of licensure for an optometrist 
 

a. does not have to be displayed. 
b. must be kept on file in the office personnel files. 
c. does not have to contain any notification of any limitation. 

 d. shall be displayed in a prominent place visible to the public.  
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9. Which of the following shall be considered board-approved continuing 
education? 

 
 a. COPE approved programs 
 b. Courses or programs from approved optometry schools 
 c. Continuing education programs that have been granted approval by 

another state board of optometry. 
 d. All of the above  
 
 
10. An optometrist who has DPA/TPA certification may administer certain 

prescription drugs in the management of patients who 
 
 a. need a dilated fundus examination. 
 b. require Schedule 4 pain medication. 
 c. have chronic open-angle glaucoma. 
 d. all of the above  
 
 
11. In Michigan, the scope of practice for optometrists is determined by 
 

a. Michigan state law.  
b. the Michigan Board of Optometry. 
c. the Michigan Optometric Association. 

 d. the Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs. 
 
 
12. In order for an optometrist to receive continuing education credits, all 

continuing education programs MUST 
 
 a. be held in the state of Michigan. 

b. assess the competency of those in attendance. 
c. be sponsored by the Michigan Optometric Association. 
d. be approved by the Michigan Board of Optometry.  

 
 
13. A name or address change for a licensed optometrist must be reported to 

the Michigan Board of Optometry, not more than              days after it 
occurs. 

 
a. 10 
b. 30  
c. 60 
d. 90 
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14. An emergency treatment plan 
 

a. requires that the optometrist refer a patient to at least two 
physicians or clinics for emergency treatment. 

b. is used to refer patients who present with a medical condition that is 
not within the optometrist’s scope of practice. 

c. must be approved by the Board of Optometry in order to become 
certified to administer topical ocular diagnostic or therapeutic 
pharmaceutical agents.  

 d. must be submitted to the Board of Optometry within one year after 
 the DPA/TPA certificates are issued. 

 
 
15. Sanctions may be levied against an optometrist for which of the following 
 situations? 
 

a. Substance abuse 
b. Physical inability to practice in a safe manner 
c. Prescribing drugs for other than optometric treatment purposes 

 d. All of the above are correct  
 
 
16. How many total hours of continuing education credits are required to 

renew an optometrist’s license in Michigan? 
 

a. 12 hours within 1 year 
b. 30 hours within 2 years 
c. 40 hours within 2 years  

 d. 50 hours within 3 years 
 
 
17. The emergency treatment plan for management and referral of patients 

who experience adverse drug reactions requires an optometrist to 
 

a. routinely advise each patient to immediately contact the optometrist 
if the patient experiences an adverse drug reaction. 

b. refer patients who notify the optometrist of an adverse drug reaction 
to appropriate medical specialists or facilities. 

c. place information in the patient’s permanent record that describes 
any adverse drug reaction and the date and time that any referral 
was made. 

 d. all of the above  
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18. Which of the following statements is true?  A licensed optometrist 
 

a. must report to the Health Practitioner Recovery Program (HPRP) 
any licensed health care professional that they believe is impaired.  

b. is liable in a civil action for damages resulting from failure to report 
to the HPRP any licensed health care professional that they believe 
is impaired. 

c. is only required to report a licensed health professional that they 
believe is impaired to the HPRP if the health professional is also a 
licensed optometrist. 

d. who fails to report any licensed health care professional that they 
believe is impaired to the HPRP is not subject to any administrative 
disciplinary action. 

 
 
19. The ultimate purpose of the Michigan Board of Optometry is to  
 

a. collect licensing fees. 
b. protect the public’s health, safety and welfare.  
c. meet with members of other health care professions. 

 d. report occupational infractions to the Bureau of Health Professions.  
  

 
20. In order to renew a Michigan optometrist license, an optometrist who is 

DPA/TPA certified must obtain how many hours of continuing education 
credits specifically in pharmacological management of ocular conditions? 

 
a. 10 
b. 12 
c. 15 

 d. 20  
 
 
21. While treating a patient, an employed optometrist is 
 

a. solely liable for any act of negligence. 
b. concurrently liable with the employer for any act of negligence.  
c. completely relieved from responsibility for any act of negligence. 

 d. automatically insured against any liability for any act of negligence. 
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22. An optometrist may receive a maximum of how many hours in board 
approved continuing education relating to self-evaluation journal tests and 
multimedia and online education? 

 
 a. 10 
 b. 18 
 c. 20  
 d. 24 
 
 
23. Patient records must contain which of the following? 
 

a. The name of the examining optometrist. 
b. The chief complaint or reason for the examination. 
c. The management disposition. 

 d. All of the above  
 
 
24. A person who practices optometry under a suspended, revoked, or 

fraudulently obtained license, or outside the provisions of a limited license, 
or uses the license of another person as his or her own is guilty of  

 
a. a felony.  
b. malpractice. 
c. a misdemeanor. 
d. impersonation. 
 
 

25. An optometrist shall retain documentation of meeting continuing 
 education requirements for             years from the date of applying for 
 license renewal. 
 
 a. 2 
 b. 4  
 c. 5 
 d. 7 
 
 
26. An optometrist may receive a maximum of how many hours of approved 

continuing education relating to practice management? 
 
 a.   4 
 b.   9  
 c. 12 
 d. 15 
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27. Which of the following is an invasive procedure that an optometrist is 
prohibited from performing in Michigan? 

 
a. The use of therapeutic ultrasound 
b. The use of lasers other than for observation 
c. The administration of medication by injection 

 d. All of the above  
 
 
28. An optometrist who has had a license revoked may 
 

a. not practice optometry.  
b. practice only in a state hospital. 
c. may apply for reinstatement after one year. 
d. practice optometry under the direct supervision of another 

optometrist. 
 
 
29. An employee under the direct supervision of an optometrist performs 
 negligent treatment.  In this situation, which of the following statements is 
 TRUE? 
 

a. The employee is not responsible. 
b. The supervising optometrist is not responsible. 
c. The supervising optometrist is liable for sanction.  

 d. No disciplinary action can be taken in this situation. 
 
 
30. According to the Michigan Public Health Code, a licensed optometrist can 

delegate certain tasks to an unlicensed individual.  Tasks that can be 
delegated include 

 
a. the responsibility of writing a prescription. 
b. selected tasks performed under the licensed optometrist’s 

supervision.  
c. tasks that allow the unlicensed individual to work independently 

without supervision. 
d. tasks that demand the same level of education, skill and judgment 

as required of a licensed optometrist. 
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31. An optometrist whose license has been lapsed (not active or renewed) for 
less than three years may be re-licensed by 

 
 a. submission of the appropriate application and fees. 

b. taking and passing the Board’s jurisprudence examination.    
c. submission of 40 hours of board-approved continuing education 

that were earned in the 2 years prior to the date of the application. 
d. both a and c are correct.  

 
 
32. Dr. Watson is an optometrist who was first licensed in Michigan in July 

2007.  The first date he had to renew his license was June 30, 2008.  
Between July 2007 and June 30, 2008, Dr. Watson needed to accumulate  
  hours of continuing education in order to renew his license for the 
first time. 

 
a.   0  
b.   6 
c. 12 
d. 18 

 
 
 

I certify that the answers provided on this examination are mine alone.  Due to the 
confidential nature of this examination, I will not copy or retain examination 
questions, or transmit them in any form to any other person. 
 
 
            
Signature of Applicant      Date 
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