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There are several ways that students can gain valuable experience with the 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ). 

 
 
Student Intern Program:  DEQ has opportunities for unpaid student interns to 
work in a variety of capacities throughout DEQ.  Some internships are arranged 
for academic credit; others are set up for the student to volunteer and gain 
experience.   
 
Law Extern Program:  Law students work directly with DEQ attorneys for one or 
more semesters in these unpaid positions.  Previous students have said they’ve 
learned more in their externship than in many classes because of the practical 
experience gained in the Department.   
 
To learn more about student intern or extern opportunities, contact Thomas 
Occhipinti, OcchipintiT@michigan.gov or 517-373-2379. 
 
How to apply for Internships and Law Internships/Externships:  To apply for 
either of the unpaid internship programs noted above, please prepare the 
following electronic documents: 

• A cover letter explaining your interests and your availability for an 
internship; 

• An up-to-date resume; 
• A writing sample; 
• Your References. 

 
Please email these items to Thomas Occhipinti, OcchipintiT@michigan.gov.  
 
Student Assistants:  DEQ hires paid student assistants to work in a variety of 
experiences throughout the department.  Open positions are posted online on a 
daily basis at www.michigan.gov/mdcs/ under MI Jobs.  To apply, go into 
NEOGOV and create a profile.  Once created, you can use it repeatedly to apply 
for positions.  You will also have the opportunity to add your name to the Job 
Interest Card option in NEOGOV, which allows you to express interest in 
positions not currently posted, and the system will send you emails when a 
match is found.  If you have questions, call the DEQ Office of Human Resources, 
517-335-1100. 
 


