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Michigan Teacher of the Year Named
Finalist for National Teacher the Year

Field Services

Promising Practices

The current Michigan Teacher of the Year, June Teisan, is one of four finalists
for the National Teacher of the Year. The Council of Chief State School Other Stuff You Need to Know

Officers (CCSSO) announced the finalists on Tuesday, January 8, 2008. The

National Teacher of the Year Program, operated by the CCSSO and _
sponsored by the ING Foundation, began in 1952 and is the nation’s oldest
and most prestigious honors program that focuses on excellence in teaching.
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Mrs. Teisan, a seventh grade science teacher at Harper Woods Secondary
School, has been serving as the Michigan Teacher of the Year since May 2007

and will continue through June 2008. A teacher s 4 compass

Lhayg acprvages the
magmneats of cardosily;
Anowledqge, and wisdom

1 the pupils.

The National Teacher
of the Year will be
announced in
Washington, D.C. in
late April by the
President of the

United States. ~Ever Garrison

More information on
the National Teacher
of the Year Program
can be found at
www.ntoy.org.
Information on the
Michigan Teacher of the
Michigan Teacher of Year June Teisan (center) and Harper Woods Year Program can be

School District Superintendent Terri Spencer (left of center) pictured found at
with State Board of Education members.
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www.michigan.gov/mtoy.

State Board of Education Meeting

The State Board of Education met on January 8th for the first time in 2008. The agenda included a presentation
of Career and Technical Education (CTE) Programs in Michigan from CTE Director Patty Cantu, a presentation on
the changes to the NCLB Accountability Workbook from MaryAlice Galloway, and a discussion regarding criteria
for a training and technical assistance grant for the 21st Century Learning Centers Programs from Early
Childhood Director Lindy Buch.

The next meeting will be held on February 12, 2008. For agendas, minutes, and video archives, visit
WWww.michigan.gov/sbe.

Newsletter Contact: Ruth Bowler bowlerr@michigan.gov
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New School Improvement Website Launched Front Page

Field Services

The Michigan Department of Education has developed an exciting new

partnership with the North Central Association — Commission on Promising Practices
Accreditation and School Improvement (NCA-CASI), and AdvancED, the
parent organization of NCA. Other Stuff You Need to Know

Through AdvancED, a new website has been developed for schools as well as _

local and intermediate school districts. Through the site, all schools will be
able to report on their Education YES! School Performance Indicators,
complete the Comprehensive Needs Assessment (CNA) if applicable, and
complete reports such as the Standards Assessment Report (SAR) for NCA-
CASI. The website is designed to reduce duplication of paperwork and
reports. This website was described at the Office of Educational Assessment
and Accountability conferences this fall and at the School Improvement
Conference in November.

O o0oooobooooobooad

\/Ej Quick Links

® Personal Curriculum
Webinars

® Tools for Continuous
School Improvement

After extensive testing, the website is scheduled to be launched today,
January 14, 2008. The website address is www.advanc-ed.org/mde.
Superintendents and principals received notification by email with instructions
and access codes prior to the launch. The “Training” link on the left
navigation menu contains helpful resources for orientation. There are also
continuous school improvement tools available for district and school use at
www.michigan.gov/schoolimprovement.

* High School Content
Expectations

* Grade Level Content
Expectations (GLCESs)

MDE Quick Links Contact MDE | My School Improvement ° PubIIC SChOOl Academies

ADVA NC E D AdvancED is the parent organization of O o o o O oo o O oo o =]
N s miie | = [[WcAcast |sacscasi| wsse | 49" Online St

Home » MDE » Welcome
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School Improvement Tasks  »

Trining [ e 4
= | epartment P

Frequently Asked Questions N|CF§§&N\.§\\\ r - %‘ Ainhins $
Contact MDE » Education U d LU ¢ WIGHI ;L'ﬂ»— a0y

Give Us Your Feedback

Online School Improvement and Accountability Resources £, View Printer Friendly

Welcome Michigan Department of Education Institutions

Questions can be directed to Linda Kent in the Office of School Improvement at KentL2@michigan.gov.

Teaching the Most Challenging ELA GLCEs using the logic of
Understanding by Design

The Michigan K-8 Grade Level Content Expectations (GLCEs) identify learning requirements for elementary and
middle-school students. The Michigan Department of Education organized a committee of educators and
teachers to address the most challenging GLCEs assessed at grades 4, 5, 6, and 7. The committee developed
example lessons based upon Wiggins and McTighe’s (2004) Understanding by Design (UbD) framework. The
lessons are a series of learning experiences that provide focus questions, learning targets, performance
indicators, and learning activities that include literacy strategies. The UbD companion document can be found at
www.michigan.gov/osi, “What's New; www.michigan.gov/glce, “Spotlight”; and www.michigan.gov/ela, "What's
New”. Please contact Project Co-Chairs Lynnette Van Dyke (vandykel@michigan.gov) and Sharon Armstrong
(sarmstro@geneseeisd.org) for questions or further assistance in relationship to the Understanding by Design
lesson samples.

Newsletter Contact: Ruth Bowler bowlerr@michigan.gov
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The portal for the electronic application to become an approved

Supplemental Educational Services (SES) provider for 2008-09 is expected  promising Practices
to open Friday, February 29, 2008. Please review the materials at

www.michigan.gov/mde-ses prior to logging in to the application. Other Stuff You Need to Know

All currently approved providers will be required to log into to the _
electronic portal to update information and recertify the Code of

Ethics and Assurances. Access to the electronic portal will be available at

www.michigan.gov/mde-ses. boooboobooobboodd

O O
The portal will close Friday, March 21, 2008 at 5:00 p.m. All new = ‘/@ Quick Links =
applications and application updates must be completed prior to the close = =
date and time. Currently approved providers that do not update = . I =
information (if updates are required) and recertify the Code of Ethics ~ » High Priority Schools o
and Assurances will be removed from the approved list. New E o Supplemental Educational E
applications will not be accepted after the portal closes. _ Services (SES) .
During the 2008-09 academic year, MDE is requiring significant changes Y o MSU Coaches Institute =
related to SES program implementation. In addition to the current rule o o
prohibiting providers from providing incentives to parents, districts or U e Technical Assistance Video °
students, a new rule limits providers to a $20.00 per student maximum = Updates =
annual expenditure for rewards. Additionally, rewards should only be - -
provided for achieving individualized learning goals or attendance goals. Y e Schoolwide Facilitators =
Student rewards should not be advertised as an incentive for parents to - -
register with an SES program. - -

Ooo0ooooooooooobooaoad

Did you know district training for SES implementation is available? It is crucial that your district representatives
understand State guidelines and Federal legislation associated with SES to ensure correct program
implementation. Contact Leah Breen at breenll@michigan.gov or 517-373-4140 to schedule training for your
district program administrator, building principals, and other relevant staff.

—
MEGS Annual Contact
I nfo rm at i o n Va I id a t i o n validation Required! Please confirm all your canracr‘y;fﬁg;ta:m is correct. Enter any needed updates, then click
In order to help keep the contact information in the _1'
Michigan Electronic Grants System (MEGS) accurate, a B i
change has been made to require annual validation by Name [ wiiam - /
. . . Agency South Redford School District
users of their contact information. Title ‘
Address 1 |26255 Schoolcraft
The contact information is shared between the Cash Address 2 |
Management System (CMS) and MEGS. If a user logs into ety g .
either CMS or MEGS, and has not validated their contact PPy S
information within the last year, the user is directed to a county \ v
screen to review their information. The validation may o
occur in either CMS or MEGS. Active ’
Mailing Name
When a user logs into MEGS and has not validated contact Phone M * et
information within the last year, the contact validation -r ———
screen is displayed. The user needs to make sure that SIS RS | ext |
required items as marked (e.g. salutation, e-mail address) SHIEHERN ‘ Jext|
are complete and correct, and then click “Validate”. When |

those steps are completed, the normal access menu is

displayed by MEGS. MEGS Contact Validation Screen

Newsletter Contact: Ruth Bowler bowlerr@michigan.gov
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Front Page
Gaining Traction, Gaining Ground e
Gaining Traction, Gaining Ground, a report from The Education Trust, is a Field Services

study on how some high schools with high concentrations of low-income or
minority students accelerate learning of students entering high school below Other Stuff You Need to Know
grade level. Four “high-impact” schools were compared to three “average-

impact” schools. Among the selection criteria, high-impact schools had _
significant achievement growth over three years, achievement gaps that
were smaller than the state average, and at least 60% low-income
students. The three average-impact schools were demographically similar,
but had average achievement growth. The research found that high-impact
schools shared common practices, as did average-impact schools. The
major findings were organized into five “spheres” that influence school GAINING TRACTION,
practices: culture, academic core, support, teachers, time and other GAINING GROUND:
resources. For the full report, click on the picture to the right.

Yes We Can

The Education Trust also published a report title Yes We Can: Telling Truths
and Dispelling Myths About Race and Education in America. This report
examines the educational practices and policies that have raised academic
achievement for low-income and minority students. The report begins with
the following statistics:

» Nearly two-thirds of African-American fourth-graders don't read at

even the basic level, according to results on the National ~
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP).
» More than half of fourth-grade Native Americans don't have even
basic reading skills. Yes We Can
) . ) f Telling Truths and Dispelling Myths
» Half of Latino eighth-graders don’t do math at the basic level. ; About Race and Education in America

However, the report explains that it doesn’t have to be this way. “Across
this country — every single day — children of color who are being taught to
high levels are achieving at high levels.”

“These schools and districts are simply engaged every day in the hard work
of teaching all children to high standards.”

For the full report, click on the picture to the right.

Newsletter Contact: Ruth Bowler bowlerr@michigan.gov
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» Near Future

MAS/FPS Principals’ Boot Camp Jan. 19, and Feb. 8, 2008
Aspiring Superintendents January 15, 2008 Promising Practices

MSU K-12 Outreach Rollout for K-7 Science Content Expectations _
January 28, 2008

Ooo0oo0ooooooooboooaoaoao

‘% Quick Links

* Office of School
Improvement

Field Services

New & Aspiring Principals Workshop January 30-31, 2008
Technology Conference & Expo January 30-February 1, 2008

Established & Striving Principal's Workshop January 31-February 1

M Distant Future

Personal Curriculum Webinars February 5 - May 21, 2008
Classroom Assessment - Michigan Practitioners February 5, 2008
Making The Commitment To Continuous Improvement February 5
Ingham ISD - Leadership Café February 7, 2008

Classroom Discipline February 19, 2008

Single Record Student Database (SRSD) February 21, 2008

Michigan School Testing Conference February 25-27, 2008
Second Annual Middle School Summit February 27, 2008
Michigan Transition Services Association Conference March 5-7
MAS/FPS Winter Institute March 11, 2008

Team Leadership March 13, 2008

MAISA Spring Meeting March 24, 2008

Association of Michigan School Counselors Spring Conference April 7, 2008
MAS/FPS Upper Peninsula Institute April 29 - 30, 2008

Pupil Accounting and Attendance Association Conference May 19-21, 2008

® State Board of Education

* MDE Online Services

MDE Staff Directory

* MDE News and Events

School Code Master

0Ooo0oo0oo0ooooo0obooooooooaog
0Ooo0oo0oo0ooooo0obooooooooaog

Ooo0ooooooooaooaoano

Personal Curriculum Webinars

The Michigan Department of Education, in partnership with the Michigan Association of Secondary School
Principals, has scheduled a series of Personal Curriculum Webinars. Each webinar will focus on a specific topic
regarding Personal Curriculum, and the topics are: Nuts and Bolts, Students with Disabilities, Counselor Role,
Post-Secondary Planning, Accelerated Learning, and Achieving High Level Math.

Nominations Being Accepted for 2008 American Stars of Teaching

The U.S. Department of Education's Teacher-to-Teacher Initiative is accepting nominations for 2008 American
Stars of Teaching until March 31, 2008. Parents, students, colleagues, school administrators and others can
nominate an exemplary teacher who they believe has the qualities to be an American Star of Teaching. They
are looking for teachers who are improving student achievement, using innovative strategies in the classroom
and making a difference in the lives of their students. Teachers across all grade levels and disciplines will be
honored as 2008 American Stars of Teaching this fall.

Nominate a teacher as a 2008 American Star of Teaching!

Newsletter Contact: Ruth Bowler bowlerr@michigan.gov
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Happy New Year! Curriculum & Instruction

I hope you all had a restful, relaxing time with family and Field Services

friends over the holiday season. I had the wonderful o )

opportunity to spend two fun-filled weeks with my husband’s Fremising Practices

family in Wales. It was great to see them and meet my 18 Other Stuff You Need to Know
month old great nephew, Morgan, for the first time. No snhow,

just gray, dull skies, with some sunshine on Christmas Day. Everything is very green and
there are flowers blooming!

I'm looking forward to beginning the new year working with all of you in partnership on
our OSI initiatives. The staff in OSI appreciate all of the support and collaboration that has
gone on with our work this past year. We couldn’t manage without you!

Best of luck as you begin your new year!

Betty Underwood

The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think critically.

Intelligence plus character - that is the goal of true education.
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Newsletter Contact: Ruth Bowler bowlerr@michigan.gov
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