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Presidential Award for  
Math and Science Teachers 
Great things are happening in Michigan schools 
every day!  The Presidential Awards for Excellence 
in Mathematics and Science Teaching (PAEMST) 
brings attention to some of the great things by 
recognizing and awarding outstanding teachers of 
math and science.   

The Michigan Department of Education and the State Board of Education 
encourages school and district administrators to nominate teachers and to 
disseminate the information so that others may nominate worthy teachers.   

Elementary (kindergarten through sixth grade) math 
and science teachers are eligible for the award which 
includes a $10,000 National Science Foundation grant 
and a trip to Washington, D.C. to attend the awards 
ceremony.   

For more information, including nomination 
procedures, visit www.paemst.org.   

MEAP Administrative Changes 
In order to improve security and efficiency, the Michigan Department of Education has instituted three changes 
to the Michigan Educational Assessment Program (MEAP): 

1. The MEAP administration for each subject will now be on the same day across the state.  The new MEAP 
Assessment Schedule outlines Fall 2008 through Fall 2012.   

2. Deadlines for shipping materials back to the scoring contractor will be strictly enforced and fees will be 
assessed for late returns.  The MEAP Assessment Schedule also includes these deadlines and fees. 

3. Beginning with the release of the Fall 2007 MEAP results, the Office of Educational Assessment and 
Accountability (OEAA) will release only 50% of the operational items from the MEAP.   

More information can be found in the Memo from Dr. Joseph Martineau, Interim Director of OEAA. 
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Life's most 
persistent and 

urgent question is 
- what are you 
doing to help 

others? 

-Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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Merit Curriculum Regional Rollouts 
 
The Michigan Merit 
Curriculum Regional 
Rollouts have begun.   
 
The first rollout was in 
December at 
Marquette-Alger RESA 
and the most recent 
rollouts were this 
month at Wexford-
Missaukee ISD and 
Kent ISD. 
 
The next rollout will 
be on January 30 at 
Saginaw ISD.   

2008 Homeless Education Conference 
Mark your calendars for this year’s Homeless Education Conference.  The annual conference will be held on 
September 15 & 16, 2008 at the Kellogg Hotel and Conference Center at Michigan State University in East 
Lansing. 

Barbara Duffield, Policy Director, from NAEHCY (National Association for the Education of Homeless Children and 
Youth) will be the keynote speaker. 

This year we will be offering SBCEU credits for attendance.  Registration details will be available in mid-late 
summer. 

Please direct any questions or suggestions to Sam Sinicropi or Trudy Schutte at 517-241-1162. 

Homeless Education Webinars a Success 
The Homeless Education Office conducted its first series of webinars to be 
used as training tools for the homeless liaisons in every school district in the 
state. 

Liaisons had the choice of attending one of the three available dates for 
training on the roles and responsibilities of the homeless liaisons. 

The feedback from the attendees was positive as they saved time and the districts saved costs on travel and 
time lost.  As one attendee stated: 

“I just can't express how effective and efficient this workshop was. I saved myself over five hours on the 
road...and time and money are precious resources! The trainers, materials and format were outstanding. 
PLEASE do this again and encourage other State departments to do the same.” 

Sam Sinicropi said he felt the initial step in this statewide training initiative for the homeless liaisons went well 
and the liaisons can expect more of the same.  “It’s a great way to train them, especially those who are new to 
the position and those who are too far away to make travel a feasible option for them.  We are researching the 
feedback and will plan future webinars based on the results.” 
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Sue Codere Kelly presenting at a Michigan Merit Curriculum Rollout  
at Wexford–Missaukee ISD 
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Process Mentor Teams 
One piece of MDE’s statewide system of support for Title I High Priority 
Schools are Process Mentor Teams.  This particular intervention has the 
focus of moving a building in any AYP phase back to the AYP phase of 0. 

ISDs and RESAs are the key partners in this initiative.  Consultants from 
these service agencies have the responsibility of coordinating with their local 
district personnel in the formation of Process Mentor Teams.  For any Title I 
building in Phase 1 or 2, Mentor Teams consist of a representative from the 
service agency and a representative from the district with the school.  In  
Phases 3 and higher, an MDE representative is added to the Mentor Team. 

This Process Mentor Team meets with the building school improvement team 
at least quarterly in order to review the school improvement process, look at 
student achievement data and assist the school improvement team in setting 
short-term student learning goals to strengthen the weak AYP areas. 

The focus is kept on student achievement by relentlessly keeping these 
guiding questions in front of teachers: 

 What do you expect students to learn? 

 How will you know when students have learned it? 

 How will you respond when students do not learn it? 

 How will you respond if students have already learned it? 

The Process Mentor Team documents and training were developed through a collaborative effort with the 
Michigan Department of Education, the Michigan School Improvement Facilitators Network, the Michigan 
Association of State and Federal Program Specialists, and the Michigan Association of Intermediate School 
Administrators.  Trainings were held across the state in the fall and for people who were unable to attend one of 
the sessions, a training video was posted on MDE’s High Priority Schools website. 

The training materials can be obtained by emailing Carolyn Zank from Kent ISD at carolynzank@kentisd.org. 
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  Quick Links  
 
• High Priority Schools 

• Supplemental Educational 
Services (SES) 

• MSU Coaches Institute 

• Technical Assistance Video 
Updates 

• Schoolwide Facilitators 
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Significant Dropout Risk Factors 
The National Dropout Prevention Center provides research and resources 
that can be used to provide assistance to youths in at-risk situations so that 
they can receive the quality education and services needed to graduate from 
high school and succeed in life.   

The Center recently published Dropout Risk Factors and Exemplary 
Programs: A Technical Report.  The study finds that there are multiple risk 
factors which increase the likelihood that a student will drop out and that 
dropping out is the result of a long process that often begins as early as pre-kindergarten.  

The report states that the multiple risk factors fall into four domains:  individual, family, school, and community.  
This report focuses on the individual and family domains.   

The following 25 risk factors (within 8 categories) were found by the study to be significant in the individual and 
family domains:   
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Family Domain 

Family Background Characteristics  

 Low socioeconomic status  

 High family mobility  

 Low education level of parents  

 Large number of siblings  

 Not living with both natural parents   

 Family disruption  

Family Engagement/Commitment to Education  

 Low educational expectations   

 Sibling has dropped out  

 Low contact with school  

 Lack of conversations about school  

Individual Domain   

Individual Background Characteristics 

 Has a  learning disability or emotional disturbance  

Early Adult Responsibilities  

 High number of work hours 

 Parenthood  

Social Attitudes, Values, & Behavior  

 High-risk peer group   

 High-risk social behavior  

 Highly socially active outside of school  

School Performance  

 Low achievement   

 Retention/over-age for grade  

School Engagement  

 Poor attendance  

 Low educational expectations  

 Lack of effort   

 Low commitment to school  

 No extracurricular participation   

School Behavior  

 Misbehavior   

 Early aggression  
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Near Future  
MSU K-12 Outreach Rollout for K-7 Science Content Expectations 

January 28, 2008 

New & Aspiring Principals Workshop  January 30-31, 2008 

Technology Conference & Expo  January 30-February 1, 2008  

Established & Striving Principal's Workshop January 31-February 1 

MAS/FPS Principals’ Boot Camp  February 8, 2008 

Personal Curriculum Webinars February 5 - May 21, 2008 

Classroom Assessment - Michigan Practitioners  February 5, 2008 

Making The Commitment To Continuous Improvement February 5 

Ingham ISD - Leadership Café  February 7, 2008 

Distant Future 

Classroom Discipline  February 19, 200 

Michigan Electronic Grants System (MEGS)  February 21, 2008 

Single Record Student Database (SRSD)  February 21, 2008 

Michigan School Testing Conference  February 25-27, 2008 

Second Annual Middle School Summit  February 27, 2008 

Financial Information Database  February 28, 2008 

School Infrastructure Database/School Code Master February 28 

Michigan Transition Services Association Conference  March 5-7 

MAS/FPS Winter Institute  March 11, 2008 

Team Leadership  March 13, 2008 

MAISA Spring Meeting  March 24, 2008 

Association of Michigan School Counselors Spring Conference  April 7, 2008  

MAS/FPS Upper Peninsula Institute  April 29 - 30, 2008 

Pupil Accounting and Attendance Association Conference  May 19-21, 2008 
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Superintendent’s Podcast - No More “Old School” 

State Superintendent of Public Instruction Mike Flanagan delves into the on-going 
reformation of Michigan schools in his monthly podcast. He discusses the drive for 
innovation and flexibility in getting all students graduating from high school at 
greater levels and developing the highly-educated workforce to fuel Michigan's 
economic future. 

 Quick Links  
 

 Office of School 
Improvement 

 State Board of Education 

 MDE Online Services 

 MDE Staff Directory 

 MDE News and Events 

 School Code Master 
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Did you know?  
 
Mid-continent Research for  Education and 
Learning (McREL) offers links to selected lesson 
plans and other resources that are helpful for 
curriculum planning.  
 
 
Have a great week! 
 
 

Betty Underwood 
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