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MDE/NCA Spring School Improvement 
Conference  
The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) and the North Central 
Association on Accreditation and School Improvement (NCA CASI) will  
co-sponsor the 2008 Spring Michigan School Improvement Conference. The 
conference will be held at the Lansing Center, Lansing, Michigan  
April 7-8, 2008.  This year’s theme is TEACHING FOR LEARNING. There 
will also be a pre-conference on Sunday, April 6th for individuals who would 
like a refresher session on the current tools for continuous school 
improvement: School Improvement Framework, Rubrics, Comprehensive 
Needs Assessment (CNA), and the Quality Assurance Reviews related to the 
North Central Association Accreditation process.  

The conference will offer real tools, solutions, and advice from national 
experts, along with teachers and educators from throughout Michigan to help 
schools and districts with their school improvement efforts and initiatives. 

Conference keynote speaker Dr. Jeff Howard from The Efficacy Institute, Inc., 
will discuss how all children can significantly improve their levels of 
achievement. Other keynote speakers include Michael Flanagan, Michigan 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction, and Dr. Yvonne Caamal Canul 
from AdvancED. 

The MDE/NCA Spring School Improvement Conference will also provide 
participants with a preview of the electronic version of the School 
Improvement Plan template. The AdvancED continuous school improvement 
website designed to be used by all schools in Michigan, will now include the 
School Improvement Plan and users will be able to complete required reports 
online. 

To register or for more information about the conference, please visit the 
Michigan Institute for Educational Management (MIEM) website at 
www.gomiem.org.   

Request for School Improvement Presentation Proposals 
Showcase your school improvement successes by presenting at the MDE/NCA Spring School Improvement 
Conference! Presentations should emphasize hands-on, practical information that is directly related to improving 
student achievement.  To submit a presentation proposal, complete the Request for Presentation Proposals form 
by February 29, 2008.   
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Michigan Council for the Social Studies 
Annual State Conference 
The subjects of social studies (economics, government, history, and 
geography) serve a vital role in the Michigan curriculum.  An education in 
social studies creates responsible citizens.  Quality professional learning for 
teachers is a key element of increasing student achievement in social 
studies.   

The Michigan Council for the Social Studies’ Annual Professional Learning 
Conference will be held February 18-20, 2008 at 
the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Dearborn.   

This year’s conference, “Transformational 
Citizenship for a Global World”, will highlight 
the new Social Studies Grade Level Content 
Expectations and Social Studies High School 
Content Expectations.  Michigan Department of 
Education staff and writers/reviewers of the 
content expectations will present how to 
implement the expectations in districts and 
classrooms.   

There will be over 170 sessions showcasing the latest teaching strategies for 
kindergarten through the university level.  Speakers include Judge Michael 
Warren, author of “America's Survival Guide” and Dr. Bruce Haight respected 
Africanist.  First Gentleman of Michigan, Dan Mulhern, will be Monday’s 
luncheon speaker and will be presented with the Mel Miller Mentoring Award.  
State Senator John Gleason and Chuck and Rita Gelman will receive the Great 
Influence Award in recognition of their efforts to improve social studies education in Michigan.  Also during the 
conference, social studies educators and students will be honored for their outstanding work as nominated by 
Michigan teachers.   

For more information, including registration information, visit http://michcouncilss.org.   

�  Quick Links  
 
y Personal Curriculum 

Webinars 

y Tools for Continuous 
School Improvement 

y High School Content 
Expectations 

y Grade Level Content 
Expectations (GLCEs) 

y Public School Academies 

Rollout for K-7 Science Content 
Expectations 
The K-7 Grade Level Content Expectations for Science were 
rolled-out on January 28, 2008 at the MSU K-12 Outreach 
Conference.  Over 800 science educators participated in this 
one day event at the Kellogg Center in East Lansing.   
Co-Chairs Liz Niehaus, Niehaus and Associates and Larry 
Casler, Genesee ISD, provided an overview of the 
development process and Dr. Sharif Shakrani, MSU Education 

Policy Center discussed 
assessment.  Participants 
had the opportunity to delve 
into the expectations in 
sessions throughout the day.  
A panel discussion based on questions gathered throughout the event was the 
culminating activity. Thank you to MSU K-12 Outreach staff and facilitators who 
helped to make the day a success. 
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Sally Vaughn, Deputy Superintendent/Chief Academic Officer, 
welcomes participants. 

Kevin Richard, MDE Science Consultant, 
sets the stage for a group activity. 
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Title I Distinguished Schools 
 
In 1996, The National Association of State Title I Directors (NASTID) began 
the Title I Distinguished Schools Program which recognizes schools with 
outstanding results in two categories:  1) exceptional student performance 
for two or more consecutive years, and 2) closing the achievement gap 
between student groups.  Michigan selected two Title I Distinguished School; 
one for each category. 
 
For exceptional student performance, the Michigan Department of Education 
selected Muskegon Technical Academy as a Title I Distinguished School.  At 
Muskegon Technical Academy, student proficiency in math increased by 25% 
and proficiency in English Language Arts increased by 19% from 2005-06 to 
2006-07.  Also, the school is no longer on the list of schools in a phase of 
school improvement after being in Phase 1 or 2 for three years.     
 
For closing the achievement gap, the 
Michigan Department of Education 
selected Campau Park School of 
Grand Rapids Public Schools as a  
Title I Distinguished School.  At 
Campau Park School, the socio-
economic status achievement gap was 
closed by 117% in English Language 
Arts and 116% in math (i.e., the gap 
was not only closed but reversed) 
from 2005-06 to 2006-07.  Also, the 
school has remained off the list of 
schools in a phase of improvement 
since being in Phase 3 in 2002.   
 
Representatives from both schools 
attended the NASTID national 
conference in Nashville, Tennessee 
from January 31 to February 3, 2008.   

SES Provider Application to Open this Month 
The portal for the electronic application to become an approved Supplemental Educational Services (SES) 
provider for 2008-09 is expected to open Friday, February 29, 2008.  Please review the materials at 
www.michigan.gov/mde-ses prior to logging in to the application. 

All currently approved providers will be required to log into to the electronic portal to update 
information and recertify the Code of Ethics and Assurances.  Access to the electronic portal will be 
available at www.michigan.gov/mde-ses. 

The portal will close Friday, March 21, 2008 at 5:00 p.m.  All new applications and application updates must 
be completed prior to the close date and time.  Currently approved providers that do not update 
information (if updates are required) and recertify the Code of Ethics and Assurances will be 
removed from the approved list.  New applications will not be accepted after the portal closes. 
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�  Quick Links  
 
• High Priority Schools 

• Supplemental Educational 
Services (SES) 

• MSU Coaches Institute 

• Technical Assistance Video 
Updates 

• Schoolwide Facilitators 

Barbara Stellard, Superintendent of 
Muskegon Technical Academy and Cynthia 
Jones, Principal of Campau Park School 
were presented with plaques at the NASTID 
conference in Nashville.   
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Leaders as Learners 
by Marion Ginopolis 

In an article titled Communities of Leaders and Learners published in the 
Harvard Business Review, Peter Senge wrote: "Poised at the millennium, we 
confront two critical challenges: how to address deep problems for which 
hierarchical leadership alone is insufficient and how to harness the 
intelligence and spirit of people at all levels of an organization to continually 
build and share knowledge."  

Over 250 Michigan school leaders from public, non-public and charter schools 
are confronting these challenges together in the MI-LIFE program, funded by 
a grant from Microsoft Partners in Learning, as they focus on 21st century 
leadership for 21st century students. At the heart of their learning are 
activities and knowledge sharing through discussions centered around the 
research on effective leadership skills that will ultimately improve student 
achievement. In addition they are learning to collaborate with their peers 
using wikis and online discussion boards, developing online surveys to assess 
their leadership skills, and creating online concept maps to organize their 
thinking.  

There is no rationalizing about why things can't change. Instead, their 
mantra clearly is "how can we"; not "this is why we can’t”. These leaders are 
reflective and self-critical. As Jim Collins writes in Good to Great, they are 
leaders who look in the mirror and not out the window to lay blame when 
things go wrong. They are seeking solutions to deal with the tough issues of 
improving student achievement, declining resources, and others with which 
school leaders are confronted realizing that they must be the first ones to step up to the plate if they want to 
see substantive change in their schools. By capitalizing on the collective knowledge of the group, these Michigan 
administrators are building a true community of 21st century learning leaders who have a passion to make 
things better for all students. 

--Marion Ginopolis is the Director of the MI-LIFE Program www.mi-life.org 

“MI-LIFE has been the most useful class/professional development activity that I have ever attended.”   
Bill Brown, Middle School Principal/Director of Special Education, Milan Area Schools, January 2008 
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�  New Website  
 

The U.S. Department of 
Education has launched a 
new website that helps 
educators identify and 
make use of effective 
teaching practices.  It’s 
called “Doing What’s 
Right”.   

Check it out at  
http://dww.ed.gov.    
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Near Future  
Science Curriculum Update Webinar  February 19, 2008 

Classroom Discipline  February 19, 2008 

Michigan Electronic Grants System (MEGS)  February 21, 2008 

Single Record Student Database (SRSD)  February 21, 2008 

Michigan School Testing Conference  February 25-27, 2008 

Social Studies Curriculum Update Webinar  February 26, 2008 

Second Annual Middle School Summit  February 27, 2008 

Financial Information Database  February 28, 2008 

School Infrastructure Database/School Code Master February 28 

Distant Future 

Mathematics Curriculum Update Webinar  March 4, 2008 

Michigan Transition Services Association Conference  March 5-7 

MAS/FPS Winter Institute  March 11, 2008 

Team Leadership  March 13, 2008 

Personal Curriculum Webinars March 18 - May 21, 2008 

MAISA Spring Meeting  March 24, 2008 

Michigan School Counselors Spring Conference  April 7, 2008 

MDE/NCA Spring School Improvement Conference April 7 & 8, 2008  

MAS/FPS Upper Peninsula Institute  April 29 - 30, 2008 

World Languages Curriculum Update Webinar  May 13, 2008 

Pupil Accounting and Attendance Association Conference  May 19-21, 2008 

English Language Arts Curriculum Update Webinar  May 20, 2008 

Michigan Association for Bilingual 
Educators  May 20-21, 2008 
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School Principal’s Week 

February 11-15, 2008 is Michigan School 
Principal’s Week!   

Principals are responsible for meeting the high 
standards of State Board of Education through 
Education Yes! As well as the federal No Child 
Left Behind Act.   

� Quick Links  
 

y Great Lakes East  
E-Newsletter 

y State Board of Education 

y MDE Online Services 

y MDE Staff Directory 

y MDE News and Events 

y School Code Master 

Top 10 Reasons to Become a Principal 
 

10.  Everyday is a surprise! 
9.   Become a life-long learner by observing teachers! 
8.   Build the kind of school climate you would want 
      to teach and learn in! 
7.   Support disenfranchised kids— be the constant as kids   
      move from teacher to teacher!   
6.   How else can you feel like a rock star while grocery  
      shopping? 
5.   Hire, mentor, and support your team of teachers  
      and support staff! 
4.   Attend world class sports, music, and  
      drama events—for free! 
3.   Play a significant community role by positively 
      influencing parents and others!  
2.   Impact students’ lives, one child at a time! 
1.   Someone believes in you!! 
 

From the Maine Principals’ Association. 
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I had the pleasure of spending this past Saturday with the Principals 
Fellowship/Coaches Institute, which is coordinated and run by the Office of 
K-12 Outreach at Michigan State University.  Dr. Sharif Shakrani, co-director 
of the Education Policy Center (EPC) at Michigan State University, shared 
information regarding using MEAP and MME data to make instructional 
decisions in schools.  Jim Warnock, consultant with Research for Better 
Teaching, provided information on instructional walkthroughs. 

In Michigan's state system of support for High Priority schools, leadership coaches are the key mechanism for 
providing on-site assistance to school principals in order to help them make improvements that result in   
demonstrable gains in student achievement.  The role of a leadership coach is to help school leaders build their 
capacity through a one-to-one, confidential relationship. Leadership coaches have attended professional 
development provided through the Michigan Principals Fellowship and one of their responsibilities is to help 
principals translate and apply this training to the specific school context in which they work.   

The Principals Fellowship provides resources and a common text or reference point to help guide the work of 
both principals and leadership coaches.  In addition to the Principals Fellowship, the Michigan Coaches Institute 
(also run by MSU's Office of K-12 Outreach) provides on-going training, opportunities for professional 
networking and practice to leadership coaches.    For more information about the Michigan Principals Fellowship 
or Michigan Coaches Institute, please contact Dr. Tom Buffett, Managing Director, at (517) 353-8950 or 
buffett@msu.edu.   

Stay warm and have a productive two weeks! 

Betty Underwood 

Top 10 Things You Learn When You Lose Your Luggage  
(on the way to the Title I Distinguished Schools’ Conference) 
 
10.  No matter how badly you need to shave, it is NOT a good idea to use the hotel's disposable razors. 
 

9.    While washing out your socks at midnight may be hygienic, they will not be dry by 6:40 a.m. 
 

8.   When you have no clothes, make up or hair product, there is absolutely no reason to get up at 6:40 a.m. 
 

7.   Hotel hairdryers are not an effective tool for drying socks. 
 

6.   Diva red lipstick does not look good on a face that is otherwise totally void of makeup. 
 

5.   Bad security checks are a blessing when you end up with a tube of Carmex and some hand (now face) lotion. 
 

4.   Ritzy hotels do not have any better amenities for guests who have lost your luggage.  
      (my first disposable razor actually broke in half) 
 

3.   The camera you smartly packed in your carryon is totally useless when you and everyone else in your group  
      (who also lost their luggage) refuses to have their picture taken. 
 

2.   The airlines have toiletry kits that they will provide if your luggage is lost. (hence the 2nd disposable razor) 
 

1.   No matter how hard you try, you can not convince your traveling companions to wear their matching XXL  
      Northwest Airlines t-shirts to the next day's conference. 
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