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Governor’s Education Summit 
21st Century Learning: A Foundation for a Prosperous Michigan 

The 2008 Governor’s Education Summit™ will be held on March 4, 2008 at 
the Lansing Center.  Nearly 1,000 educators from throughout Michigan will 
come together for this exciting day.  

As you know, the students we interact with today will face a new world of 
work. New ideas about what actually defines a job will continue to evolve 
over time. As a result, education today is called upon to prepare our 
students to enter this new environment. Beyond the basics, students will 
need 21st century skills to survive and thrive in a world of work that is still 
being designed and developed. 

Preparing our youth for the 21st century will take all of us working 
together. It will be an exciting journey - and one that will be refined and 
revisited many times along the way. The Governor’s Education Summit™ is 
the perfect opportunity to learn more about 21st century learning, as well 
as begin to plan for this new way of educating students! 

Participants will learn about 21st century skills from experts in the field, 
have a chance to see and experience innovative, technology-related 
programs and tools, and have access to an extensive exhibit area. 

Who should attend? 

 

 

 

For more information visit the Michigan Foundation for Education Leadership 
website at www.mfel.org.   

NASBE Selections 
 
The National Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE) has 
announced that three members of the Michigan State Board of Education 
have been chosen to serve on select national task forces and committees for 
NASBE.  The selections are listed to the right. 

President Kathleen N. 
Straus– NASBE task force to 
formulate state polices on 
middle schools. 
 
Elizabeth Bauer–NASBE task 
force to promote excellence in 
career and technical education. 
 
Casandra Ulbrich–NASBE 
Governmental Affairs 
Committee, the entity 
responsible for developing 
federal policy 
recommendations and 
communicating with Congress 
and federal officials about the 
education reform priorities of 
state boards of education. 
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Reading First Superintendent Summit 
On February 6, 2008, approximately eighty participants attended the first 
Reading First Superintendent Summit.  The day opened with greetings from 
Michael Flanagan, Superintendent of Public Instruction.  He inspired the 
audience to stay committed to believing that “all kids can read high levels of 
achievement.” 

The day consisted of many activities to support and sustain the Reading First 
initiative.  Dr. Joanne Carlisle, principal investigator, shared data and findings 
from the past five years.  Currently 154 schools receive funding from the 
Reading First grant.  Of those schools, 71% of them are showing progress 
toward the goal of every child a reader by the end of third grade.  
Interestingly, the longer the school participates in the Reading First grant the 
better progress. 

Representatives from Reading First school districts shared the successes and 
challenges that they face through individual and a panel discussion format.  
Virginia Axon, Detroit Public Schools; Greg Gray, Owosso Public Schools; and 
Suzanne Plate, Utica Community Schools gave individual presentations.  The 
day concluded with closing remarks from Stan Kogut, Superintendent of 
Ingham ISD.  Who encouraged us to have the same goal “for our students to 
be successful.” 

�  Quick Links  
 
y Reading First Winter 

2008 Newsletter 

y Personal Curriculum 
Webinars 

y Tools for Continuous 
School Improvement 

y High School Content 
Expectations 

y Grade Level Content 
Expectations (GLCEs) 

Homeless Dispute Resolution Procedure 
One of the requirements of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (McKinney-Vento), part of the No Child 
Left Behind Act of 2001, is for the state educational agency to develop and distribute a process for quick 
resolution of disputes concerning the placement of homeless students.  

The purpose of McKinney-Vento is to ensure that students who are homeless may continue their education with 
as little disruption as possible.  As stated in the Act:  

“Homeless children and youths should have access to the education and other services that such children and 
youths need to ensure that such children and youths have an opportunity to meet the same challenging state 
student academic achievement standards to which all students are held.”  

Guidance for the selection of the school in the best interest of the student and for resolving disputes is provided 
in the text of the McKinney-Vento Act.  The Dispute Resolution Procedure has been posted on the Michigan 
Department of Education homeless website.  

To view the text of the McKinney-Vento Act and other information about the Homeless Education Office, visit our 
website at www.michigan.gov/homeless.  
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Panel from left: 
Dr. John Artis, Superintendent, and Dr. Wageh Saad, Associate Superintendent, Dearborn Schools 
Mr. Chuck Chase, Superintendent, Marion Public Schools 
Dr. Gerald Dawkins, Superintendent, Saginaw City School District 
Ms. Shirley Brown, Assistant Superintendent, Curriculum and Instruction and Dr. June Green-Rivers, Executive 
Director, Office of Literacy, Detroit Public Schools 
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Leadership Coaching in Michigan Schools 
Coaching for leadership development and organizational improvement is 
widespread and growing.  Top executives from Fortune 500 companies 
employ coaches to provide a perspective on organizational strengths and 
challenges, help them develop and refine their leadership skills and improve 
productivity.  While relatively new to the public sector, leadership coaching 
has proven successful as a strategy for individual and organizational 
improvement. 

In Michigan’s statewide system of support for high priority schools, 
leadership coaches are the key mechanism for providing on-site assistance 
to school principals in order to help them make improvements that result in 
demonstrable gains in student achievement.  The role of a leadership coach 
is to help school leaders build their capacity through a one-to-one, 
confidential relationship.  Specifically, the job of the leadership coach is to 
engage principals in a learning process focused on systematic instructional 
improvement in the service of increased student achievement.  This requires 
a deliberate, coherent and sustained strategy for improving the quality of 
teaching in every classroom, for every student. 

Leadership coaches have attended professional development provided 
through the Michigan Principals Fellowship run by the Office of K-12 
Outreach at Michigan State University, and one of their responsibilities is to 
help principals translate and apply this training to the specific school context 
in which they work.  The Principals Fellowship provides resources and a 
common text or reference point to help guide the work of both principals and 
leadership coaches.  In addition to the Principals Fellowship, the Michigan 
Coaches Institute (also run by MSU’s Office of K-12 Outreach) provides on-
going training, opportunities for professional networking and practice to 
leadership coaches.  It is expected that additional leadership coaches will be 
needed for the 2008-09 school year.  For more information about the 
Michigan Principals Fellowship or Michigan Coaches Institute, please contact 
Dr. Tom Buffett, Managing Director, at 517-353-8950 or buffett@msu.edu. 

For more information, read the full article. 
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�  Quick Links  
 
• High Priority Schools 

• Supplemental Educational 
Services (SES) 

• On Site Review Materials 

• Technical Assistance Video 
Updates 

• Schoolwide Facilitators 
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Reading Rainbow Young Writers and 
Illustrators Contest 
It is time once again for the Reading Rainbow Young Writers and Illustrators 
Contest! 

For the 14th consecutive year, Detroit Public Television is presenting this 
opportunity for students in Kindergarten through Third Grade to submit an 
original story and compete for the chance to have their stories appear on TV.  

For more information, please visit the Reading Rainbow page on the Detroit 
Public Television Website at www.dptv.org.  The Contest Rules, an Entry 
Form and an extremely helpful Contest Guide are available there for 
download.   

If you have any questions regarding the Contest, please contact Sarah Kittle 
at skittle@dptv.org or call the Reading Rainbow Hotline at 248-305-3890.   
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�  Useful Resource 
 
Kent ISD-Merit Curriculum Page  
Kent ISD has held several work 
sessions on the Personal 
Curriculum using the MDE 
materials.  The documents have 
been organized according to the 
roles in schools, i.e. principals. 
curriculum directors, 
counselors.  This work was 
done by a group of interested 
practitioners across the county 
who are trying to make sense 
of this for their districts. 

 

Classroom Adaptations 
 
Kent Intermediate School District has developed a handbook of adaptations for general education teachers who 
have some students - maybe receiving special education services and maybe not - who are just not learning the 
same as other students.  “Classroom Adaptations” gives ideas for teachers on alternative delivery methods that 
can be implemented in the general education classroom. 
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Near Future  
Michigan School Testing Conference  February 25-27, 2008 

Social Studies Curriculum Update Webinar  February 26, 2008 

Second Annual Middle School Summit  February 27, 2008 

Financial Information Database  February 28, 2008 

School Infrastructure Database/School Code Master February 28 

Governor’s Education Summit  March 4, 2008 

Mathematics Curriculum Update Webinar  March 4, 2008 

Michigan Transition Services Association Conference  March 5-7 

MAS/FPS Winter Institute  March 11, 2008 

Team Leadership  March 13, 2008 

Distant Future 

Personal Curriculum Webinars March 18 - May 21, 2008 

MAISA Spring Meeting  March 24, 2008 

Michigan School Counselors Spring Conference  April 7, 2008 

MDE/NCA Spring School Improvement Conference April 7 & 8, 2008  

MAS/FPS Upper Peninsula Institute  April 29 - 30, 2008 

World Languages Curriculum Update Webinar  May 13, 2008 

Pupil Accounting and Attendance Association Conference May 19-21 

English Language Arts Curriculum Update Webinar  May 20, 2008 

Michigan Association for Bilingual Educators  May 20-21, 2008 
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SUPERINTENDENT MIKE FLANAGAN’S MONTHLY PODCAST 

The Plans We Have... 
 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction Mike Flanagan highlights the 
educational initiatives outlined in Governor Jennifer M. Granholm's State of the 
State address, and their importance to delivering a quality education for every 
child in Michigan and making our state one of the best places to live, to learn, 
and to earn. 

� Quick Links  
 

y Great Lakes East  
E-Newsletter 

y State Board of 
Education 

y MDE Online Services 

y MDE Staff Directory 

y MDE News and Events 

y School Code Master 
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I am pleased to announce several new faces in the Office of 
School Improvement.  Leah Breen and Badriyyah Sabree have 
joined the Field Services Unit as regional consultants.  
Badriyyah will assume responsibility for Oakland County 
effective in July.  Leah, who has been working as our 
Supplemental Educational Services (SES) consultant, will 
assist us in the training of a new SES consultant and will take on the responsibilities of 
Region 4.  Shelbi Hughes has joined the Reading First staff as a financial analyst and will be 
working with the Reading First schools across the state.  Robert Rock is working with all of 
OSI as a financial manager coordinating spending plans and budgets in collaboration with 
the analysts across the office.  We appreciate your patience as we have worked through our 
shortage of staff during the hiring freeze in the past months. A big thank you goes out to 
the staff who have picked up these additional responsibilities prior to the hiring. 
 
Please join me in welcoming our new staff to the Office of School Improvement. 
 
Have a great week! 
 
Betty Underwood 

Good Morning OSI!  
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March is Reading Month 
 
A new resource entitled “Choosing Rigorous, Inspiring 
Books for Michigan’s K-12 Students” will be added to the 
OSI website in celebration of March is Reading Month.  
This includes links to noteworthy, recommended and 
award-winning booklists that can be used by  
educators.  The document will be live on our website on 
March 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
“My top priority as Governor is to make sure Michigan’s 
children have the world opened up to them by learning 
how to read.  A rock-solid education with a firm 
foundation of reading skills will give our children access 
to every opportunity in life to succeed.  Every month in 
Michigan should be Reading Month, not just March.” 

 -Governor Jennifer Granholm 
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