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The more that you 
read, the more 
things you will 

know.  
The more you learn, 

the more places 
you'll go. 

 
 

— Dr. Seuss,  
"I Can Read With My Eyes Shut!" 

Achieve Report:  Closing the Expectations Gap  
 

In Achieve.org’s 2008 national study, Closing the Expectations Gap, Michigan met three out of five of the key 
benchmarks: 
 

1.  Academic Standards – Aligned with real-world (college and workplace) expectations. 
 Michigan has made more progress than most states in aligning high school standards with college and 
workplace expectations. 
 Nineteen states met the benchmark.  
 K-8 provide a continuum and educational foundation for success in high school. 

2.  Graduation Requirements - Aligned with college and workplace expectations. 
 New Michigan Merit requirements passed in 2006 are now in place beginning with 9th grade students this 
year. 
 Michigan is one of 18 states that have toughened their graduation requirements. 

3.  Student Assessments – College readiness test for high school students. 
 Michigan is one of eight states that require a college- and career-ready test.  

MDE/NCA School Improvement Conference 
The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) and the North Central 
Association on Accreditation and School Improvement (NCA CASI) will  
co-sponsor the 2008 Spring Michigan School Improvement 
Conference. The conference will be held at the Lansing Center, Lansing, 
Michigan on April 7-8, 2008. This year’s theme is TEACHING FOR 
LEARNING.  

There will also be a pre-conference on Sunday, April 6th for individuals who 
would like a refresher session on the current tools for continuous school 
improvement: School Improvement Framework, Rubrics, Comprehensive 
Needs Assessment (CNA), and the Quality Assurance Reviews related to the 
North Central Association Accreditation process.  

The conference will offer real tools, solutions and advice from national 
experts, along with teachers and educators from throughout Michigan to 
help schools and districts with their school improvement efforts and 
initiatives. 

Conference keynote speaker Dr. Jeff Howard from The Efficacy Institute, 
Inc., will discuss how all children can significantly improve their levels of 
achievement. Other keynote speakers include Mike Flanagan, Michigan 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, and Yvonne Caamal Canul, Senior Vice 
President of Innovation, AdvancED.  

On Tuesday, the MDE/NCA Spring School Improvement Conference will also 
provide participants with a preview of the electronic version of the School 
Improvement Plan template. The AdvancED continuous school improvement 
website designed to be used by all schools in Michigan, will now include the 
School Improvement Plan and users will be able to complete required 
reports online. 

For more information and to register, visit www.gomiem.org.   
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Taiwan – Chinese Language Teacher Program  
Two years ago, the Michigan Department of Education (MDE) signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the 
Ministry of Education in Taiwan by which up to 15 experienced and/or newly certified Michigan elementary 
teachers were given the opportunity to study and teach in Taiwanese schools for a full academic year.  The next 
step in this collaboration is to recruit teachers from Taiwan to teach Chinese language and culture to Michigan 
students.  Considering new foreign language graduation requirements, interest in internationalizing education, 
and increased awareness of the global economy, this opportunity couldn’t have come at a better time.  School 
districts interested in hiring teachers from Taiwan should contact the MDE immediately to begin the process.    

In addition the Ministry of Education in Taiwan will be inviting school administrators from the United States to 
Taiwan for a visit from April 5-12, 2008 (tentatively).  They have extended this invitation to principals or 
superintendents that have had an integral role in establishing Chinese language programs at their  
district/school(s), or that plan to for this upcoming school year.  This visit will afford the administrator the 
opportunity to interview potential candidates and visit university language centers where they are prepared and 
school buildings where they teach.  The Ministry will cover the expenses of the trip and accommodations for the 
week, with the exception of the airfare.  Of course, there will also be a chance to do some sight-seeing, sample 
a variety of Taiwan’s excellent cuisine, and learn about its culture.    

For more information, contact  Krista Reid, Teacher Quality Coordinator, Office of Professional Preparation 
Services at 517-373-0699. 

CTE Academic Crosswalks 
 
The Office of Career and Technical Education has published on their website 
Academic and Career and Technical Education (CTE) Crosswalks.  The 
examples on the website have been provided by the following organizations: 
 

 Clinton RESD 
 Ingham ISD/Capital Area Career Center 
 Lenawee ISD  
 Macomb ISD 
 Marquette Alger ISD 
 Mason Lake ISD 
 Saginaw Career Complex  
 Traverse Bay Area 
 Van Buren Technical Center 
 Wayne RESA 
 Wayne Westland  
 Wexford Missaukee ISD  
 William D. Ford Career Technical Center  

 
Any decisions regarding credit awarded through CTE are locally determined. 
For questions regarding the crosswalks contact Patty Cantu, 
cantup@michigan.gov. 
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Supplemental Educational Services (SES) Update 

The application to become an approved SES provider in Michigan is now 
available at www.mde-ses.com.  All currently approved providers need to 
use the same portal to update application information and recertify the Code 
of Ethics and Assurances.  Providers who do not recertify the Code of Ethics 
and Assurances will be removed from the approved list for academic year 
2008-09.  Please read the information carefully before you recertify as the 
content has been updated.   

Additionally, the Appeals Process for becoming an approved provider, and 
the Complaint Resolution Process related to SES complaints have been 
revised.  Please review the new processes and the effective dates carefully. 

Regional Spring Planning Workshops 

The Michigan Department of Education, Office of School Improvement (OSI), 
Field Services Unit, has scheduled regional workshops to assist district staff 
in planning for program services for all grants included in the 2008-09 
Consolidated Application.  The sessions will include essential components of 
the programs, the planning process, and related information, as well as the 
increased requirements for compliance.  Introductory information covered in 
the Michigan Electronic Grants System (MEGS) workshops for new users of 
the electronic grants system will not be included.  

The planning process for programs included in the Consolidated Application, program requirements for Targeted 
Assistance and Schoolwide programs, and the LEA Planning Cycle and Title I School Selection Application will be 
discussed.  

District staff responsible for the above programs are encouraged to attend any workshop that is convenient.  
Please register by contacting the appropriate OSI number listed within the information for the workshop you 
plan to attend. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Office of School Improvement at 517-373-4588.  
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March is Reading Month 
In Michigan we are reminded that ALL students need to engage in reading 
opportunities that will enhance thinking; meet high, rigorous English 
language arts standards; and provide an intellectual challenge 
commensurate with learning goals aimed at the 21st Century. Reading Month 
is an opportune time to reflect on the quality of literature we are using to 
inspire students.  

Readers become leaders. Reading is the one skill that everyone needs to 
learn, and stay fresh and dynamic. To succeed in life we need to understand 
what we read. The best way to improve understanding is to read a lot. 

In March is Reading Month, the Office of School Improvement has compiled 
noteworthy, recommended, and award-winning booklists that can be used in 
the quest for providing the best. By considering skill levels and 
developmental range, as well as the needs and interests of students, 
educators can select books that appeal to the broad spectrum. The Internet 
is a convenient source of online information. By checking out the online 
sources you will find well-organized children's sections arranged by grade 
level, age range, interests, and themes. Print materials such as Book Talk in 
Instructor and magazines such as BookLinks are excellent resources that can 
provide current information about excellent book selections. Don't forget 
that your school librarian can also be an invaluable resource. 

Acquiring a core of books, magazines, and reference materials is the first 
step in engaging students and mastering Michigan’s learning requirements. In today’s world, educators can 
reference the many free or inexpensive sources used to evaluate books for curriculum design purposes online. 
As text selections are reviewed, look for quality, rigor, and award-winning titles that will enhance your 
curriculum, inspire your students, and serve instructional purposes.  Best practice suggests that literature 
should be evaluated before it is used with students. Note, districts continue to set the standard when selecting 
literature at the local level that is most suitable for their student population. 

           A fantastic English language arts curriculum, like Rome, cannot be built in a day. It 
evolves gradually. Please consider using Reading Month as a time to reflect 

upon and update book selections in your classroom, school or district.  By 
integrating reading-incentive programs, daily silent reading, read-aloud 
time, free reading, visits to the public library, and a host of other creative 
ideas, students will connect with books and choose to read.  

 There is nothing like a challenging book to lift you up 
or take you to another world! 
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March is Reading Month 

Remarks by  
Governor Granholm 
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Near Future  
MAS/FPS Winter Institute  March 11, 2008 

State Board of Education Meeting  March 11, 2008 

Team Leadership  March 13, 2008 

Michigan Negotiators Association Conference  March 13, 2008 

Spring Planning Workshop-Kalamazoo  March 13, 2008  

Michigan Speech-Language-Hearing Conference March 13-15 2008 

Spring Planning Workshop-Wayne RESA  March 14, 2008 

North Central Association Annual Conference  March 16-18, 2008 

Personal Curriculum Webinar March 18, 2008 

Internationalizing Education MSU K-12 Outreach March 18, 2008 

Spring Planning Workshop-Ingham ISD  March 24, 2008 

MAISA Spring Meeting  March 24, 2008 

Spring Planning Workshop-Jackson ISD  March 28, 2008 

Michigan Merit Curriculum Rollout-Ingham ISD  March 28, 2008 

National School Boards Association Conference  March 29-April 1 

Distant Future 

Spring Planning Workshop-Washtenaw ISD  April 1, 2008 

Spring Planning Workshop-Detroit Public Schools  April 4, 2008 

MDE/NCA Spring School Improvement Conference April 7-8, 2008  

Michigan School Counselors Spring Conference  April 7, 2008 

Personal Curriculum Presentation  April 7, 2008 

State Board of Education Meeting  April 8, 2008 

Spring Planning Workshop-Traverse Bay Area ISD  April 9, 2008 

Spring Planning Workshop-Ionia County ISD  April 9, 2008 

Spring Planning Workshop-COP ESD  April 10, 2008 

Spring Planning Workshop-Eastern Upper Peninsula  April 11, 2008 

Personal Curriculum Webinar April 15, 2008 

Failure Is Not an Option®: Courageous Leadership for School Success Summit April 23-25, 2008  

Spring Planning Workshop-Oakland Schools  April 28, 2008 

Personal Curriculum Webinar  April 29, 2008 

MAS/FPS Upper Peninsula Institute  April 29 - 30, 2008 
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E-Newsletter 

 State Board of 
Education 

 MDE Online Services 

 MDE Staff Directory 

 MDE News and Events 

 School Code Master 

Sponsors Needed for Summer Food Program 
 

The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) is looking for community sponsors to run summer food programs 
to prevent more than 460,000 children in Michigan from going hungry when school lunchrooms close for the 
summer.  Applications and sponsor information can be found at www.michigan.gov/sfsp.  Sponsors need to 
contact MDE by March 17, 2008. 
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A Special Thought 
 
A group of students were asked to list what they thought were the 
present Seven Wonders of the World.  Although there was some 
disagreement, the following got the most votes: 
 

Egypt’s Great Pyramids 
Taj Mahal 
Grand Canyon 
Panama Canal 
Empire State Building 
St. Peter’s Basilica 
China’s Great Wall 

 
While gathering the votes, the teacher noted that one quiet student hadn’t turned in her paper yet.  
So she asked the girl if she was having trouble with her list.  The girl replied, “Yes, a little.  I couldn’t 
quite make up my mind because there were so many.”   
 
The teacher said, “Well, tell us what you have, and maybe we can help.” 
 
The girl hesitated, then read, “I think the Seven Wonders of the World are: 

To touch 
To taste 
To see 
To hear” 

 
She hesitated a little, and then added, 

“To feel 
To laugh 
And to love” 

 
The room was so full of silence you could have heard a pin drop.  Those things we overlook as simple 
and “ordinary” are truly wondrous.  A gentle reminder that the most precious things in life cannot be 
bought….. 
 
Have wonderful week! 
 

Betty Underwood 
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