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If we had no winter, 

the spring would not 
be so pleasant:  

if we did not 
sometimes taste of 

adversity,  
prosperity would not 

be so welcome.  
 

~Anne Bradstreet 

School Improvement Conference —
Breakout Sessions  
The breakout sessions for the MDE/NCA School Improvement Conference 
have been announced.  The conference will be held on April 7 & 8, 2008 at 
the Lansing Center.  There will be no pre-selection of breakout sessions; 
they will be “first-come, first served”.   

More information on the School Improvement Conference, including 
registration information, can be found on the MIEM website at 
www.gomiem.org.   

Talent Pool Development 
 
The Michigan Department of Education maintains a talent pool file of distinguished educators which may be 
considered for membership on various advisory boards and task forces, as well as candidates for special 
recognition programs.  The talent pool is currently rich with veteran secondary educators.  However, relatively 
new elementary educators who demonstrate exceptional instructional and leadership ability are 
underrepresented in the talent pool.  If you know an elementary teacher with at least five years of experience 
who exhibits strong potential for professional leadership and inspiring students, colleagues, and the community, 
please consider nominating them for the talent pool.   
 
Nominations may be submitted online at www.michigan.gov/talentpool.    
 
All nominations must be submitted by May 1, 2008.   

 

MI-LIFE Cohort 2 Application Open 
 
The application process is now open for administrators to apply for the 
second cohort of the MI-LIFE, Michigan Leadership Improvement Framework 
Endorsement, Program which will begin in September 2008 and continue 
through August 2009 at eight different locations around the state. 
 
Visit the www.mi-life.org for application information which includes eligibility 
requirements, selection process, fee information and locations.    
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Wikispace for Personal Curriculum 
The Michigan Department of Education has recently developed a wikispace 
for Personal Curriculum.  The direct link for this site is  
http://mdepersonalcurriculum.wikispaces.com.  

One purpose of this site is to have a forum for sharing concerns and ideas 
surrounding the Personal Curriculum options. Concerns can be shared using 
the discussion feature. By posting your concern or question in the discussion 
tab, you will enable MDE staff as well as your peers to respond. It also serves 
as a resource then for others who may have the same question. 

Another purpose is to allow districts to post examples or links to materials 
that have been developed regarding implementation of a personal curriculum 
in their district. Please note that any documents that will be posted on this 
website are EXAMPLES that will be created by the Michigan Department of 
Education or by local districts. These examples will be provided to broaden 
the knowledge base about how the Personal Curriculum option is being 
approached. They are NOT required.  

Please feel free to use this website and to pass this information on to others 
that you think may be interested. For questions please contact Mary Selden 
at seldenm@michigan.gov.  
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Michigan Arts & Culture Advocacy Day 
 
ArtServe Michigan and the Michigan Cultural Alliance hosted the 2008 Arts & Culture Advocacy Day on March 
19th at the Historic Central United Methodist Church in Lansing.  Keynote speakers were Dan Hunter, 
Massachusetts Advocates for the Arts, Science and Humanities, and Bob Danzig, Former Head of Hearst 
Newspaper Group.  The day was a celebration of Michigan creativity and focused on the idea that investing in 
the basics of education are a must but not enough.   
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Regional Spring Planning Workshops 
The Field Services staff of the Office of School Improvement kicked off their 
Regional Spring Planning Workshops last week, on March 13th, at 
Kalamazoo RESA.  The workshops are designed to assist district staff in 
planning for program services for all grants included in the 2008-09 
Consolidated Application.  The sessions include essential components of the 
programs, the planning process, and related information, as well as the 
increased requirements for compliance.   

A new workshop has recently been added to schedule:  April 11, 2008 at St. 
Clair County RESA. 

SRSD Update 
 
The Spring 2008 Single Record Student Database (SRSD) opened on March 19, 2008.  Intermediate School 
Districts (ISDs) may upload SRSD files to CEPI now through 11:59 p.m. on Wednesday, April 2, 2008. 
 
The Upload for UIC Request feature of the application will not be available until after the close of submission on 
April 2nd.  The Student Search features will remain active and you will be able to create new student Unique 
Identification Codes (UICs) using that option.  
 
All submissions must be received by CEPI by 11:59 p.m. on Wednesday, April 2nd.  Failure to submit files to 
CEPI within the collection period may result in funding delays and/or penalties for your district. 
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Staff in the Academic Support unit of the Office of School Improvement 
developed three series of articles for high school principals to use in 
communicating with parents about the new high school graduation 
requirements and in sharing the Governor’s vision that every child can go to 
college.   

The following article is the first in a series of eight articles based on the 
Michigan Merit Curriculum.  

Eight Ways to Earn College Credit in High School 
and One Way to Lose It 
In today's global workplace, there is a need to ensure that high school graduates are prepared for college, postsecondary 
training, and the work place. One way to prepare students more effectively for postsecondary success is to expose them to 
opportunities to earn college credit and experience college-level instruction while still in high school. 

Earning college credit while still in high school is a great way to lighten the load for college freshmen and allow students to 
experience college-level expectations first hand. College credit earned in high school may also count towards high school 
graduation requirements. Early college credit programs are not just for “A” students, but for all students. Students will need 
to work closely with the high school guidance staff to earn college credit. 

The following is a range of college credit earning opportunities for high school students. 

• Advanced Placement (AP): rigorous, college-level courses; courses audited to ensure quality; high standards that 
are measured through a national AP assessment; widely accepted for college credit, even highly selective universities, 
with a qualifying score on the AP exam; highly developed resources and support systems from the College Board; 
courses offered at the high school site.  

• International Baccalaureate (IB): established rigorous college-level curriculum; high standards that are measured 
through international assessments; widely accepted for college credit, even at highly selective universities; highly 
developed resources and support system through the International Baccalaureate Organization; courses offered at the 
high school site. 

• Direct Credit: collaborative partnership with high school and higher education institutions; access to college 
information and support; increased rigor of the high school academic program; high school students take college level 
courses and potentially earn college credit; courses usually offered at the high school site. 

• Dual Enrollment: exposure to college expectations and experiences; access to college information and support; 
increased rigor of the student’s academic program; school districts pick up the bulk of the funding though use of the 
foundation allowance; course work must be taken at the college site. 

• Early and Middle College High Schools: high schools are on a college campus designed to meet the needs of 
underserved youth; small schools are designed to graduate underserved and at-risk students with a high school 
diploma and simultaneously, an associate’s degree or up to 60 transferable credits; serve students who are 
academically capable but do not fit well in the traditional high school setting; provide support. 

• Summer College: a variety of sports, arts, and academic programs offered at traditional colleges during the summer; 
some of these programs now offer credit. 

• CTE Articulated Programs/Tech Prep: alignment of high school and college curricula; increased rigor of academic 
coursework; guidance for students with regards to postsecondary options; seamless transition from high school to 
higher education. 

• Online College Credit Courses: provide “any time any where” learning experiences; provide rigorous college level 
curriculum; expand or add AP courses without the expense of adding on-site courses; provide access for students in 
geographically remote areas; address the needs of the AP students with scheduling and/or physical challenges; reduce 
the cost of offering small enrollment AP classes; meet the online high school graduation requirement. 

Remedial classes are not a good choice for college bound students. 

If a student doesn’t take challenging courses in high school, she/he may have to make up for it in college. Some students 
are required to take remedial classes in college based on their score on reading and/or math assessment tests taken upon 
college arrival. The classes cost money but don’t provide college credit. Working hard in high school to meet the high 
standards of colleges will allow students to make good use of their time and money as they begin their college careers. 

For more information on how a student can earn college credit, contact your local high school. Additional information about 
these opportunities may also be found at the Michigan Department of Education Web site, www.michigan.gov/highschool. 
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Near Future  
Spring Planning Workshop-Ingham ISD  March 24, 2008 

MAISA Spring Meeting  March 24, 2008 

Spring Planning Workshop-Jackson ISD  March 28, 2008 

Michigan Merit Curriculum Rollout-Ingham ISD  March 28, 2008 

National School Boards Association Conference  March 29-April 1 

Spring Planning Workshop-Washtenaw ISD  April 1, 2008 

Spring Planning Workshop-Detroit Public Schools  April 4, 2008 

MDE/NCA Spring School Improvement Conference April 7-8, 2008  

Michigan School Counselors Spring Conference  April 7, 2008 

Personal Curriculum Presentation  April 7, 2008 

State Board of Education Meeting  April 8, 2008 

Spring Planning Workshop-Traverse Bay Area ISD  April 9, 2008 

Spring Planning Workshop-Ionia County ISD  April 9, 2008 

Spring Planning Workshop-COP ESD  April 10, 2008 

Spring Planning Workshop-Eastern Upper Peninsula  April 11, 2008 

Spring Planning Workshop-St. Clair County RESA  April 11, 2008 

Personal Curriculum Webinar April 15, 2008 

Failure Is Not an Option® April 23-25, 2008  

Distant Future 

Spring Planning Workshop-Oakland Schools  April 28, 2008 

Personal Curriculum Webinar  April 29, 2008 

MAS/FPS Upper Peninsula Institute  April 29 - 30, 2008 

Cultures of Thinking Collaborative  April 30, 2008 

Michigan Kindergarten Conference  April 30-May 1, 2008 

Spring Planning Workshop-Wexford-Missaukee ISD  May 1, 2008 

Spring Planning Workshop-Muskegon Area ISD  May 2, 2008 

Personal Curriculum Webinar May 6, 2008 

Spring Planning Workshop-Van Buren ISD  May 6, 2008 

Spring Planning Workshop-Mason-Lake ISD  May 7, 2008 

State Board of Education Meeting  May 13, 2008 

World Languages Curriculum Update Webinar  May 13, 2008 

Spring Planning Workshop-Winding Brook  May 16, 2008 

Pupil Accounting and Attendance Association Conference May 19-21, 2008 

English Language Arts Curriculum Update Webinar  May 20, 2008 

Michigan Association for Bilingual Educators  May 20-21, 2008 

Spring Planning Workshop-Macomb County ISD  May 23, 2008 

Curriculum & Instruction 

Field Services 

Front Page 

Promising Practices 

Message from the Office 

March 24, 2008 

 Quick Links  
 

 Great Lakes East  
E-Newsletter 

 State Board of 
Education 

 MDE Online Services 

 MDE Staff Directory 

 MDE News and Events 

 School Code Master 
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I looked out my sunroom window this morning and there beneath the snow 
and decomposing leaves left over from fall, was a precious crocus already 
blooming from the rays of the sun.  This tiny glimpse of spring gives us hope 
that winter is retreating for another year. 
 
We have several new individuals who have recently joined us in the Office of 
School Improvement.  Bill Witt, formerly with Early Childhood starts today in 
Field Services working with Supplemental Education Services, while Leah 
Breen, who formerly worked in this position, moves to a regional consultant position. We welcome them to these 
new roles in OSI. 
 
Many schools have begun their well-deserved spring breaks.  Hopefully, you have had time to relax and  
take time to unwind from the busy day-to-day responsibilities. Have a great week! 

 
Betty Underwood 
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