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MDE/NCA School Improvement Conference

The first ever MDE/NCA School Improvement Conference
was held this Monday and Tuesday at the Lansing
Center. Monday featured a keynote address from

Dr. Jeff Howard, Founder of The Efficacy Institute, Inc. Other Stuff You Need to Know
as well as 32 different breakout sessions focusing on

“Teaching for Learning”. Superintendent of Public _
Instruction, Mike Flanagan, and Deputy Superintendent, p, jq6 Howard,

Sally Vaughn recognized schools that have come off the The Efficacy Institute

Field Services

Promising Practices

list of High Priority Schools (see page 4). e
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Tuesday featured a keynote address from Yvonne Caamal - -

Canul, Senior Vice President of Innovation for AdvancED. - -

Linda Forward of MDE and Albert Mayo of AdvancED " Collaboration '

introduced the electronic School Improvement Plan E E

Template on the AdvancED School Improvement Website. . equals .
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Yvonne Caamal Canul, O innovation. O

AdvancED o o

[} . [}

. -Michael Dell .

Check out the MDE School Improvement Website in . .

the coming days for documents and PowerPoints from - . .

this conference. . @ - -
Mike Flanagan,

Superintendent of Public = =

Instruction and m] m]

Sally Vaughn, Deputy 0000000000 OdO0O0 o

New NCA State Director Superintendent

Kathy Sergeant assumed the NCA State Director position effective March 24,
replacing Mike Bugenski who had been the State Director since 2001. Kathy had
been the Associate State Director since 2002. She also has participated in many
NCA-AdvancED activities, including serving as a Quality Assurance Review trainer
and playing a key role in the implementation of NCA CASI's Transitions

model. Kathy has also actively participated within Michigan in the “Partnership

e e gy Kathy Sergeant,
ﬁg'\c/:lvlglees with the MDE/NCA/ISD. We welcome and congratulate Kathy on her NCA State Director

National Financial Literacy Challenge

This month high school teachers are invited to save a class period for the first-ever National Financial Literacy
Challenge.

A new initiative of the President's Advisory Council on Financial Literacy, this new recognition program will use a
voluntary test to determine and reward high levels of financial literacy among America's high school students.

For more information, contact ed.bodensiek@do.treas.gov at the U.S. Department of Treasury.

Newsletter Contact: Ruth Bowler bowlerr@michigan.gov
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English Language Learner Director Conference
The Michigan Department of Education (MDE), Office of School Improvement —
is sponsoring its annual English Language Learners (ELL) Directors’ Promising Practices
Conference (registration). This event will be held at the Kellogg Center in
East Lansing, Michigan on May 9, 2008. Other Stuff You Need to Know

Over 30 concurrent sessions with topics addressing ELPA assessment;

graduation requirement changes; meeting math, science, and language arts _
content expectations; MDE updates; ELL leadership; and Standards and
Instruction will be presented.

Ooo0oo0ooooooooood
Also, highlighting this one-day conference will be two plenary sessions, ‘/@ Quick Links
featuring: MDE staff with an ELL update and a Luncheon Plenary provided by

Dr. Mary Schleppegrell of the University of Michigan. « Reading First Winter

In addition, representatives of Michigan Teachers of English to Speakers of 2008 Newsletter
Other Languages (MITESOL) and Michigan Association for Bilingual Education
will also be present. If you are a new(er) ELL director, this conference is an

efficient way of getting the most up-to-date, current information on a variety

O
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O
O
O
O
O
E * Personal Curriculum
O
of topics related to your position. If you are veteran, there will be a number _
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O

Webinars

* Tools for Continuous

of sessions relevant to current trends in the field, ELL instruction, curriculum,
School Improvement

and assessment.
* High School Content
Expectations

* Grade Level Content
Expectations (GLCES)

Social Studies Clarification

Over the past four months, Office of School Improvement (OSI) consultants

have traveled across the state to introduce the new Content Expectations for
K-8 and High School Social Studies. These introductory sessions are designed
to support participants in planning for curriculum and assessment alignment and implementation.

0Ooo0oo0Do0ooooQgoogogoooooao
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Staff members from OSI and from the Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability (OEAA) with input
from the OEAA Social Studies Advisory Committee have begun to identify the parameters for state assessment
of the new content expectations.

On Friday, March 14, OSI and OEAA representatives met with members of MSSSA to answer questions identified
by colleagues in the field. The questions are addressed in the Social Studies clarification document.

A TED (Technology, Education, and Design) Wish

Accepting his 2008 TED Prize, author Dave Eggers asks the TED community to personally, creatively engage
with local public schools. With spellbinding eagerness, he talks about how his 826 Valencia tutoring center
inspired others around the world to open their own volunteer-driven, wildly creative writing labs. But you don't
need to go that far, he reminds us -- it's as simple as asking a teacher "How can I help?" He asks that we share
our own volunteering stories at his new website, Once Upon a School.

The students come to 826 because it's fun, it's warm, it’s full of people who care — but we don’t HAVE to care.
That is, the average students knows his teacher has to help with his schoolwork, and he knows his parents have
to help. But there’s something very new and transformative about meeting a member of the community — a
professional journalist, a radio disc jockey, a graduate student, an advertising copywriter, a software developer,
a retired lawyer — and have that person give them 2-3 hours of undivided attention. Almost without exception,
student achievement and understanding leaps when they are given this concentrated one-on-one attention.
Teachers and parents love the help, and the students get to ask a hundred questions until they truly understand
a concept.

Newsletter Contact: Ruth Bowler bowlerr@michigan.gov
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An evaluation of the 2006-2007 supplemental education services (SES) in
Michigan was conducted on behalf of the Michigan Department of Education Promising Practices

(MDE) by Public Policy Associates, Inc. (PPA), a Lansing-based national

public policy research, evaluation, and program development firm. The Other Stuff You Need to Know
evaluation shows two conflicting trends. _
First, survey results of parents and teachers reported their perception of

positive impact on students. More than 65% of parents with participating
children reported improvements in the ease with which their child completed :
homework, attendance, attitude toward schools, study habits, and grades. i \/@ . )
More than 50% of teachers agreed that the tutoring had positively influenced Quick Links
students’ attitude toward class, homework, classroom achievement,
attendance, and grades. However, nearly the same percentage disagreed
that these impacts were apparent. 78% of responding teachers of students
in grades 9 and higher “agreed” or “strongly agreed” that the tutor was
positively impacting the student’s learning. In comparison, 51% of

elementary school teachers believed the provider had impacted the students’
learning.

Ooooooooooooaoaoaoad

e Regional Spring Planning
Workshops

e Supplemental Educational
Services (SES)

e On Site Review Materials
In contrast to these positive perceptions, when MEAP scores of students who
participated in SES were compared to demographically similar students not
participating in SES from the same schools, no impact was detected due to
SES. Overall, the initial evaluation of SES delivered during the 2005-2006
school year suggested there was no discernible impact on participants’ 2006
math and English Language Arts MEAP scores. This finding was consistent in
the aggregated statewide SES data and with individual provider data.

e Technical Assistance Video
Updates

e Schoolwide Facilitators

0Oo0o0oQ0ooQog4dgogoguoogooooaoaooao
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Letter grades were assigned to providers based on a weighted average of survey data and achievement data.

To get a “"C” grade for mathematics or ELA, the provider’s results needed to show a 50% likelihood that there

was an impact on student achievement - a very weak criteria. Few providers received a grade better than a
\\C.II

The Provider Evaluation Technical Report and the Summary Report, as well as the Extended Provider Profiles,
can be found on the SES website at www.michigan.gov/mde-ses.

Final Amendments for the 2007-08 Consolidated Application

The due date for final amendments to the 2007-08 Consolidated Application was previously announced to be
Mid-April. We would like to clarify that the actual date for final amendments this year is April 15, 2008. Please
submit your final amendments by this date to address any outstanding items, modifications for summer
programs and additional allocations to utilize last year’s carryover. This will give the field services consultants
time to review and approve the amendments.

Please contact your Field Services Consultant if you have any questions.

Newsletter Contact: Ruth Bowler bowlerr@michigan.gov
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Schools Off the List of High Priority Schools

At the Fall School Improvement and this week’s School Improvement

Curriculum & Instruction

Conference, schools were recognized for coming off the list of High Priority  fjeld Services
Schools. After not making Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) for two years or

more, the following schools were in a phase of school improvement.
However, they made AYP for the last two yeas which moved them out of the

phase and off the list of High Priority Schools.

Other Stuff You Need to Know

Congratulations to these schools for their achievement!

Ann Arbor Trail Magnet Middle School
Detroit City School District

Bennett Elementary School
Detroit City School District

Brighton High School
Brighton Area Schools

Butzel Elementary/Middle School
Detroit City School District

Davidson Middle School

Southgate Community School District

Dwight Rich Middle School

Lansing Public School District

Edsel Ford High School
Dearborn City School District

Gerisch Middle School

Southgate Community School District

Hover Middle School
Taylor School District

Kalamazoo Advantage Academy
Kalamazoo Advantage Academy

Kennedy Center
Pontiac City School District

Lincoln Park High School

Lincoln Park Public Schools

Mancelona High School
Mancelona Public Schools

Mosaic School
Chippewa Hills School District

Muskegon Heights Middle School
Muskegon Heights School District

Nah Tah Wahsh Public School Academy

Nah Tah Wahsh Public School Academy
North Star Academy

Sixth Grade Academy
Taylor School District

Southgate Anderson High School
Southgate Community School District

Steele Middle School
Muskegon City School District

Vanderbilt Area School
Vanderbilt Area Schools

Walkerville Middle/High School
Walkerville Public Schools

Warren Woods Tower High School
Warren Woods Public Schools

Washington Gardner Middle School
Albion Public Schools

Willow Run Middle School

Willow Run Community Schools

Wright, Charles School
Detroit City School District

Zemmer Junior High School

North Star Academy Representatives of the schools that were recognized at the MDE/NCA School
Romeo High School Improvement Conference for coming off the list of High Priority Schools, along
Romeo Commu%ity Schools with Superintendent of Public Instruction, Mike Flanagan and keynote speaker,

Dr. Jeff Howard, founder of The Efficacy Institute.
Romulus Senior High School
Romulus Community Schools

Newsletter Contact: Ruth Bowler bowlerr@michigan.gov
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Spring Planning Workshop-COP ESD April 10, 2008 Field Services

Spring Planning Workshop-Eastern Upper Peninsula April 11, 2008 Promising Practices

Spring Planning Workshop-St. Clair County RESA April 11, 2008 _

Personal Curriculum Webinar April 15, 2008
Failure Is Not an Option® April 23-25, 2008
Spring Planning Workshop-Oakland Schools April 28, 2008

Ooo0ooooooaoooooaoad

“/Ej Quick Links

Personal Curriculum Webinar April 29, 2008 » Great Lakes East

MAS/FPS Upper Peninsula Institute April 29 - 30, 2008 E-Newsletter

The Mid-Michigan Cultures of Thinking Collaborative’s Conference

April 24, 2008 ¢ State Board of

Education
Michigan Kindergarten Conference April 30-May 1, 2008

M Distant Future

Spring Planning Workshop-Wexford-Missaukee ISD May 1, 2008

* MDE Online Services

* MDE Staff Directory

Spring Planning Workshop-Muskegon Area ISD May 2, 2008 O E eI g

Personal Curriculum Webinar May 6, 2008

Spring Planning Workshop-Van Buren ISD May 6, 2008 * School Code Master

I A Y [ A |
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Spring Planning Workshop-Mason-Lake ISD May 7, 2008

English Language Learners (ELL) Directors’ Conference May 9, 2008
State Board of Education Meeting May 13, 2008

World Languages Curriculum Update Webinar May 13, 2008

Spring Planning Workshop-Winding Brook May 16, 2008

Pupil Accounting and Attendance Association Conference May 19-21,
2008

English Language Arts Curriculum Update Webinar May 20, 2008

Michigan Association for Bilingual Educators May 20-21, 2008

Spring Planning Workshop-Macomb County ISD May 23, 2008

Superintendent’s Podcast: Don't Forget the Milk, Please!

State Superintendent Mike Flanagan celebrates March as School Breakfast
Month with a special challenge to school districts across Michigan. He highlights
the many personal and educational benefits to all students eating a nutritious
school breakfast each morning.

Newsletter Contact: Ruth Bowler bowlerr@michigan.gov
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Educators Make the Difference Curriculum & Instruction
The Reading First program is making a difference in the lives of Field Services

children because of the many dedicated teachers in Michigan. Kyron o )

entered kindergarten this fall unable to write his name. He knew six Promising Practices

letters, held a pencil in his fist, and spokg in 2 or 3 word fragmented Other Stuff You Need to Know
sentences. He made little eye contact with his classmates or teacher.
Kyron was struggling socially and academically in school.

Kyron’s teacher worked with him. She had high expectations for him. She believed he could learn.
He is now able to write his first and last name. He holds a pencil correctly and can write a complete
sentence. His oral language is fluent and he speaks complete sentences. Kyron can read emergent
books independently. Most importantly, Kyron loves school, his classmates, and his teacher.

Kyron was at-risk for academic failure in kindergarten. Kyron’s teacher believed in him, held high
expectations for him, used a curriculum that was based on scientific research, gave him uninterrupted
learning time, used data to inform her instruction, monitored his progress weekly, and met his
academic needs. He has made remarkable progress. Most importantly Kyron loves school. He enjoys
coming to school everyday because he has a caring and dedicated teacher.

This is one example of a dedicated teacher. There are thousands of teachers and educators just like
Kyron’s across the state of Michigan. On behalf of all of the “Kyrons” across this great state, Thank
You for all you do.

Mark Coscarella
Reading First Supervisor

Newsletter Contact: Ruth Bowler bowlerr@michigan.gov
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