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MEAP Results Released Curriculum & Instruction

The Michigan Department of Education has released the results of the Fall ~ Eield Services
2007 Michigan Educational Assessment Program (MEAP, the state
assessment for elementary and middle school students). Statewide results
show incr_eases _in math scores, cqnsistent _with the last two years. Also, Other Stuff You Need to Know
students in earlier grades show higher achievement levels which suggests

the benefits of early exposure to the mathematics and English Language _
Arts (ELA) Grade Level Content Expectations (GLCE) which were adopted by

the State Board three years ago.

Promising Practices

While reading scores fell slightly, over 70% of the students tested at each e e

grade level were proficient in reading, math, science, and social studies.

“A 70% pass rate is adequate, but not good enough for Michigan,” said
Superintendent of Public Instruction Mike Flanagan. "I continue to be
concerned for the 30% of the students not making the grade as if they
were my own children."

Fall 2007 Statewide MEAP Results
MEAP Test Results website

- It is better to have
. enough ideas for
- some of them to
- be wrong,

- than to be always

right by having no
ideas at all.

Finalists Announced for
Michigan Teacher of the Year

State Superintendent of Public Instruction Mike Flanagan has announced

-Edward de Bono
the five finalists for the 2008-09 Michigan Teacher of the Year: war

e Jennifer Haberling - Seventh Grade English Teacher, Baldwin
Street Middle School, Hudsonville Public Schools

0040 o0g4Qog4Qog4ogguouoUuooooooooaooao
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e Robert Martonen - Tenth-Twelfth Grade Biology Teacher,
Kingsford High School, Breitung Township Schools in Kingsford Beardmore Service to

Education Award

The State Board of Education is
seeking nominations for the 2008
Dorothy Beardmore Service to

e Mark Oglesby - Tenth-Twelfth Grade Social Studies, Howell Education Award. The award is in

High School (Parker Campus), Howell Public Schools recognition of the contributions of
Mrs. Dorothy Beardmore to

education. She served as a
member of the State Board of
Education for 16 years before her
passing.

e Stephanie Moore - Third Grade Teacher, Symons Elementary
School, Milan Area Schools

e Judith Nixon - High School Spanish and Japanese Teacher,
Eaton Rapids High School, Eaton Rapids Public Schools

The Teacher of the Year is selected by a committee that reviews
applications from teachers throughout Michigan. Applicants submit
autobiographies and written essays that describe their educational history,
professional development activities, philosophy of teaching and thoughts on
emerging education trends and issues.

The deadline for nominations is

The 2008-09 Michigan Teacher of the Year will be announced in late May. May 23, 2008
’ .
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National Charter Schools Week Field Services

Growing Excellence is the theme for this year’s National Charter Schools Promising Practices

Week, May 4-10. The first charter school opened 16 years ago in
Minnesota. Now there are nearly 4,300 charter schools serving over Other Stuff You Need to Know
1.2 million children. Charter schools are public schools that provide families

with a valuable educational alternative. The Public Charter Schools _
Program (CSP) encourages charter schools and their families to celebrate
their accomplishments and share their achievements during this week.

Ooo0ooooboboooooaoaoao

\/Ej Quick Links

The Center for Education Reform's Charter Connection provides great ideas
to educate communities and recognize teachers, parents, volunteers,
students, and schools. Another great resource is the National Alliance for
Public Charter Schools National Charter Schools Week Toolkit.

MOS A

Mosaic Youth Theatre of Detroit:
Excellence on Stage and in Life

* Reading First Winter
2008 Newsletter

® Personal Curriculum
Webinars

* Tools for Continuous
School Improvement

* High School Content
Expectations

* Grade Level Content
Expectations (GLCES)
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Mosaic Youth Theatre of Detroit recently released Excellence on Stage and in Life: The Mosaic Model for Youth
Development through the Arts, findings of a three-year study led by University of Michigan professor

Dr. Lorraine M. Gutiérrez with faculty and students of the University of Michigan Department of Psychology and
School of Social Work. Funded by The Wallace Foundation in New York, the study evaluates the ground-
breaking youth development impact of Mosaic's internationally acclaimed professional performing arts training
programs.

Excellence on Stage and in Life cites additional research that supports the Mosaic Model. “A number of studies
report a significant relationship between high involvement in the arts and better academic achievement, as
measured by academic scores, drop out rates, and grade point average. Research also reports that the arts
contribute to lower recidivism rates, increased self esteem, the acquisition of job skills, and the development of
creative thinking, problem solving, and communication skills.”

Excellence on Stage and in Life finds that:

e 959 of Mosaic Youth Ensemble members graduate from high school and go on to college. In Michigan,
78% of all public school students graduate high school and only 32% of those students graduate with a
college-ready transcript.

e After one year in Mosaic, more than 97% of young people state that they believe they will graduate from
college and/or go on to graduate school (up from 64% in pretests).

Newsletter Contact: Ruth Bowler bowlerr@michigan.gov 2
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Interim Report on SES and School Choice |cCurriculum & Instruction
The U.S. Department of Education has released an interim report on the Promising Practices

implementation of supplemental educational services (SES) and school
choice during 2003-04 and 2004-05. Although participation in both options ‘2ther Stuff You Need to Know
increased, only small proportions of eligible students took advantage of SES

or school choice: 1% of the nearly 6.2 million eligible students participated _
in school choice and 17% of the 1.8 million students eligible for SES
participated.

Oo0oooboooooooodg
The report found insufficient communication with parents as a key ‘% Quick Links
contributor to low participation. A parent survey conducted within eight
large urban districts found that only 27% of eligible parents had been
notified of the school choice option and 53% knew that their child was
eligible for SES. Also, the study found that earlier parent notifications
resulted in higher participation rates.

e Regional Spring Planning
Workshops

e Supplemental Educational
For more information: Services (SES)

Report Highlights e On Site Review Materials

e Technical Assistance Video

Full R
Full Report Updates

e Schoolwide Facilitators
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No Appropriation of Title V, Part A Funds

Recently MDE received a letter from U.S. Department of Education Assistant Secretary Kerri L. Briggs, Ph.D.
notifying us that Congress passed legislation funding NCLB without appropriating any funds for Title V, Part

A. Dr. Briggs noted that this raises questions about the use of the transferability authority. She clarified that a
state and eligible districts may continue to transfer FY 2008 funds to Title V, Part A. The letter provides
information on this provision of Title V, Part A, as well as other flexibility provisions (Small, Rural School
Achievement Program and the Rural Education Achievement flexibility (REAP-Flex)).

It is our understanding that LEAs may carry over any unused Title V funds for the current year and use the
transferability provisions of Title V even though there will be no allocations to Title V, Part A in fiscal year 2008.

Please see the full text of the letter and incorporate this information into your planning for next year.

Newsletter Contact: Ruth Bowler bowlerr@michigan.gov 3
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The Many Hats of Reading First Leaders

Curriculum & Instruction

In a recent presentation at the Michigan Reading Association 2008

Conference, Michigan Reading First Facilitator, Sue Sharma, PhD., used an
analogy to the popular children’s story Caps for Sale to share her research Other Stuff You Need to Know
as well as that of others regarding the multiple and varied roles literacy -

coaches must fill in their work. _

That analogy can be extended to the professional development opportunities
the Michigan Reading First Program Office has recently offered to
stakeholders in the initiative. As a state with schools in year 6, year 5 and
year 3 of Reading First, what learning is helpful and meaningful to those in
each of these funding rounds? What learning can be applied and generalized
to a number of situations? In the funding reality for the upcoming year, what
professional development offered now can be sustained and carried forth in
the local districts and individual schools?

Field Services

Oo0oo0ooooooooooaoad

\/Ej Quick Links

e READY Early Learning
Program

In response to these questions as well as considering the multiple roles e PBS Reading Rocket

required of Reading First leaders, the Michigan Reading First Program Office
has provided professional development with Carolyn McKanders. Carolyn is

an educational consultant specializing in individual, group and organization

development. She has successfully helped groups to clarify vision and work
collaboratively to achieve professional community and desired results.

e Video Programs for
School Safety

e AdvancED

Resource Network
The most recent session targeted Reading First principals and facilitators.
Facilitating Powerful Conversations assisted participants in constructing a
mental model for transformational conversations, understand the “identity”
of the facilitator in these conversations, and acquire and hone communication skills that support
transformational conversations.

0Ooo0o0oo0o0ooQgoQgooooobooooogao
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Were the outcomes for the session met? The following comments are from the feedback received for the day:
o [ will never have another conversation in the same way. I will apply my learning to every conversation.

o [ will apply this in many areas of my job. It will help with all the communication I do - staff, parents,
students and community.

e This will help me with my staff meetings, trainings, parent meetings, and Individual meetings with
teachers.

o [ will be better able to facilitate all of my meetings and improve the quality of conversation with staff and
community.

Many hats, many roles, and the need for professional learning that can be extended to the variety situations
that face Reading First leaders on a daily basis. It appears that this professional development opportunity
addressed this for the leaders in Michigan Reading First districts and schools.

Newsletter Contact: Ruth Bowler bowlerr@michigan.gov 4
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» Near Future
Failure Is Not an Option® April 23-25, 2008
Spring Planning Workshop-Oakland Schools April 28, 2008
Character Development & Leadership April 28 & May 1, 2008
Personal Curriculum Webinar April 29, 2008
MAS/FPS Upper Peninsula Institute April 29 - 30, 2008
Cultures of Thinking Collaborative April 30, 2008
Michigan Kindergarten Conference April 30-May 1, 2008
Spring Planning Workshop-Wexford-Missaukee ISD May 1, 2008

Spring Planning Workshop-Muskegon Area ISD May 2, 2008

Personal Curriculum Webinar May 6, 2008
Spring Planning Workshop-Van Buren ISD May 6, 2008
Spring Planning Workshop-Mason-Lake ISD May 7, 2008

Site Based Professional Development: On a Shoestring May 7, 2008

State Board of Education Meeting May 13, 2008
World Languages Curriculum Update Webinar May 13, 2008
Spring Planning Workshop-Winding Brook May 16, 2008

April 21, 2008
Front Page

Curriculum & Instruction

Field Services

Promising Practices
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‘/Ej Quick Links

* State Board of
Education

* MDE Online Services

* MDE Staff Directory

* MDE News and Events

®* School Code Master
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Pupil Accounting and Attendance Association Conference May 19-21

English Language Arts Curriculum Update Webinar May 20, ‘08
Michigan Association for Bilingual Educators May 20-21, 2008

Spring Planning Workshop-Macomb County ISD May 23, 2008
P» Distant Future

State Board of Education Meeting June 10, 2008

Grading and Reporting: 15 Fixes for Broken Grades June 17, ‘08

State Board of Education Meeting July 8, 2008
State Board of Education Meeting August 12, 2008

Mid-Michigan Cultures of Thinking Collaborative’s Conference
August 24-26, 2008

River of Words

A poem written by Western International High School student, Lawanda
Jacks, has been selected as one of 100 finalists from over 10,000
contestants in the River of Words. The annual environmental art and
poetry contest is conducted and judged by U.S. Poet Laureate Robert
Haas, who helped organize River of Words during his term as laureate in
the 1990s. Grand prize winners, selected from the 100 finalists, will
receive a trip to Washington, D.C. to attend the awards ceremony.

You Bring Out the River in Me

You bring out the river in me.
The flow free in me.
The go wild in me.

You bring out the river in me.
The be still in me.
The free fall in me.

The drown...
The current...
The ripple in me.

You bring out the pebble skipping in me.
You bring out the fishing in me.
You bring out the fresh air in me.

The swim in me.
The sun moving across the water in me.
The I have no worries in me.

The laughing,
the enjoying the day with my dad in me.
You bring out the peace in me.

Lawanda Jacks
Western International High School

Newsletter Contact: Ruth Bowler bowlerr@michigan.gov
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On Wednesday, April 16, Nancy Danhof, State Board of Education,
Patty Cantu, Office of Career and Technical Education, and I had the Curriculum & Instruction
wonderful opportunity to spend time with fourteen distinguished
educators from Chongqing, China.

Field Services

In collaboration with MSU K-12 Outreach, we were able to share Promis i Preciioes
information about the State Board of Education, the roles of OSI and o©Other Stuff You Need to Know
CTE and the Michigan Merit Curriculum. The Chinese educators were

from the State Education Ministry, Southwest University, and elementary and high schools in
Chongging. They spent the last week visiting schools, sightseeing and participating in collaborative
events around the state. In addition, a group of high school students spent the week with families in
the Utica and Armeda school districts.

The culminating event of their visit on Friday was “Building Bridges from Michigan to the World”, the
second annual Internationalizing Michigan Education Conference sponsored by MSU K-12 Outreach,
the Confucius Institute, the U.S. China Center for Research on Educational Excellence, the Education
Alliance of Michigan, and MDE. During the conference there was a signing of a partnership agreement
between Chongqing, Armeda, and Utica school districts to support an exchange of educators,
students, and practices. In addition, Dr. Yong Zhao of MSU hosted a panel discussion of the high
school students and their reactions to spending a week in Michigan schools. Participants at the
conference had the opportunity to interact with the Chinese educators and students, and were able to
choose from a variety of breakout sessions about international opportunities, programs, and resources
not only about China, but other areas of the world.

It is important for Michigan’s students and educators to be ready as never before to understand and
engage in the wider world in which we live.

Have a great week!

Betty Underwood

Newsletter Contact: Ruth Bowler bowlerr@michigan.gov 6
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