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Michigan School Support Person of the Year 
Mel Sledzinski has been named the 2007-08 Michigan School Support Person of the Year in a surprise visit from 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Mike Flanagan to his school, Ruth Wass Elementary of Troy Public Schools, 
where he is the Head Custodian. 

Governor Jennifer M. Granholm expressed the following message for Sledzinski: "I want to thank Mel for his 
incredible dedication and commitment to helping Michigan’s children, teachers, staff, parents, and community 
for over 21 years. He is a wonderful example of the extraordinary people who work hard every day to help our 
children receive a quality education in a positive environment." 

Mr. Sledzinski’s school, Ruth Wass Elementary School, will receive $1,500 from MEEMIC Insurance Company to 
be used for the advancement of education.  Also, the finalists’ schools will receive up to $500 for the 
advancement of education.   

The other state finalists for this year’s award were: 

• Julie Bucklin, Special Education Paraprofessional, Coldwater High School, Branch ISD 
• Sheri Curtice-Wills, Title I Paraprofessional, K.I. Sawyer Elementary School,  

Gwinn Area Community Schools 
• Janice Havens, Secretary, Central Grade School, Traverse City Area Public schools 
• Peggy McConnell, Special Education Paraprofessional, Avondale High School, Auburn Hills  
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We cannot hold  
a torch to light 
another's path 

without 
brightening  

our own. 

-Ben Sweetland 

Secretary Spellings Announces Proposed 
NCLB Regulations  
On April 22, 2008 at the Detroit Economic Club, 
U.S. Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings 
announced proposed regulations to strengthen 
and clarify No Child Left Behind (NCLB).  The 
proposed regulations focus on improved 
accountability and transparency, uniform and 
disaggregated graduation rates, and improved 
parental notification for Supplemental Education 
Services and public school choice. 

“I'm proposing new policy tools that will give 
families lifelines—and empower educators to 
create dramatic improvement," said Secretary 
Spellings. "Many are actions that have gained 
broad support through conversations on how to strengthen No Child Left 
Behind. While I will continue working with legislators to renew this law, I 
also realize that students and families and teachers and schools need help 
now. So, at the President's request, I'm moving forward to empower 
educators to take actions that families have been waiting for.” 

For more information:  Fact Sheets, Summaries, and Secretary’s Remarks 
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Free Advanced Placement Tests  
To increase access to Advanced Placement (AP) and International 
Baccalaureate (IB) tests for low-income students, the Michigan Department of 
Education (MDE) has applied for and received a federal grant to pay for the AP test fees of qualified students.  

To determine student eligibility, any of the following criteria may be used: 

• The student is eligible for or receiving free or reduced price lunch; 
• The student’s family receives assistance under Part A of Title IV of the Social Security Act;  
• The student is eligible to receive medical assistance under the Federal Medicaid program;  
• The student is a member of a family whose taxable income for the preceding year did not exceed 150% 

of the poverty level as established by the U.S. Census Bureau. 

To have AP test fees paid for by the grant, the following actions must be taken: 

• Review and identify all eligible students for free tests; 
• Fill in the “Option 1” oval on qualifying students’ AP Exam answer sheets; 
• In the Remittance section of the AP Shipping & Remittance form, enter the total number of exams (not 

students) that qualify for the fee reduction;  
• AP Coordinators in Michigan will not collect AP Exam fees from students qualifying for a free exam.  

Questions can be directed to Sam Sinicropi at 517-241-1162 or SinicropiS@michigan.gov.  

Arts Integration and Urban School Reform 
The Arts Education Partnership has released a new publication, The Art of Collaboration: Promising Practices for 
Integrating the Arts and School Reform by Andrew L. Nelson, AEP Associate for Research and Policy, which 
outlines promising practices for building community partnerships that integrate the arts into urban education 
systems.  The publication describes sixteen practices used by the demonstration sites participating in the Ford 
Foundation's Integrating the Arts and Education Reform initiative and is intended for anyone interested in using 
community-based arts education collaboration as an agent for system change.  
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Blue Ribbon Schools Announced 
The Michigan Blue Ribbon Exemplary School Program recognizes schools that 
demonstrate a strong commitment to educational excellence and significant 
academic improvement over five years.  

The State Board of Education has announced that Michigan Blue Ribbons are 
being awarded to the following middle/junior high schools this year: 

• Carter Middle School  
Warren Consolidated Schools, Warren 

• Malow Junior High School  
Utica Community Schools, Shelby Township 

• Powell Middle School  
Romeo Community Schools, Washington 

• Oakview Middle School  
Lake Orion Community Schools, Oakland 

• Sashabaw Middle School  
Clarkston Community Schools, Clarkston 

To ensure a fair and equal selection system, elementary and secondary 
schools compete separately on alternate years. Secondary schools were 
eligible to apply for the Blue Ribbon award this year. 
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Region 3 Positions Available 
The Michigan Department of Education is currently recruiting for three part-
time Regional Consultant positions for Region 3.  Preferred qualifications 
include: knowledge and successful experience with the consolidated 
application, ability to work with district staff, dedication to serving education, 
commitment to increasing achievement, and experience with high priority 
schools.  Training will be provided to the candidates to assist them in 
providing technical assistance, consolidated application approval, and 
monitoring functions to their defined set of districts.  The deadlines have 
been extended for submitting an application to May 12, 2008.    

The following are the position descriptions 
for the three Region 3 positions: 

Region 3 Consultant - Thumb 

Region 3 Consultant - Central Counties 

Region 3 Consultant - Genesee & Lapeer 

If you know of others that might be 
interested in applying for these positions, 
please forward this information to them.   
If you are interested in applying for one of 
these positions, please contact Mike 
Radke, Assistant Director, Office of School 
Improvement at 517-373-3921.   

New CEP Report on Michigan Schools in Restructuring 
The Center on Education Policy (CEP) has released a new report 
on Michigan schools in the restructuring phase of the No Child Left 
Behind Act (NCLB): The Sit Down Dinner: Formalizing 
Restructuring Under the No Child Left Behind Act in Michigan.   

The report, by Caitlin Scott and Maureen Kelleher, finds that “(1) 
more Michigan schools are in restructuring due to a greater 
number of high schools entering restructuring; (2) the state offers 
additional assistance and monitoring to restructuring schools 
through intermediate school districts and other regional entities; 
(3) turnaround specialists remain the most popular restructuring 
option; and (4) federal Title I funds increased, but state financial 
difficulties hinder restructuring.” 
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�  Quick Links  
 
• Regional Spring Planning 

Workshops 

• Supplemental Educational 
Services (SES) 

• On Site Review Materials 

• Technical Assistance Video 
Updates 

• Schoolwide Facilitators 

School Report Card Appeals Deadlines 
The table to the right summarizes the firm deadlines for 
appeals of the Michigan School Report Cards for 2008.  
Elementary and middle school draft report cards have been 
made available to authorized users of the Michigan School 
Report Cards site.  High School and district draft report cards 
will be available mid-June.   

Draft Report Cards Available Appeals Deadline 

Elementary & Middle Now May 21, 2008 

High Schools & Districts Mid-June July 18, 2008 
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Near Future  
Personal Curriculum Webinar May 6, 2008 

Spring Planning Workshop-Van Buren ISD  May 6, 2008 

Spring Planning Workshop-Mason-Lake ISD  May 7, 2008 

Site Based Professional Development: On a Shoestring May 7, 2008 

State Board of Education Meeting  May 13, 2008 

World Languages Curriculum Update Webinar  May 13, 2008 

Life of an Athlete Program  May 15, 2008 

Spring Planning Workshop-Winding Brook  May 16, 2008 

Pupil Accounting and Attendance Assoc. Conference May 19-21, 2008 

English Language Arts Curriculum Update Webinar  May 20, 2008  

Michigan Association for Bilingual Educators  May 20-21, 2008 

Spring Planning Workshop-Macomb County ISD  May 23, 2008 

Distant Future 

State Board of Education Meeting  June 10, 2008 

Grading and Reporting: 15 Fixes for Broken Grades  June 17, 2008 

NCA Summer Leadership Academy  June 17-19, 2008 

State Board of Education Meeting  July 8, 2008 

36th Annual Summer Workshop for Choir Directors and General Music Teachers  July 20-23, 2008 

Michigan Joint Education Conference  June 25, 2008 

State Board of Education Meeting  August 12, 2008 

Superintendent Preparation Series (SUPES) Academy  August 14-15, 2008 

Mid-Michigan Cultures of Thinking Collaborative’s Conference  August 24-26, 2008 

State Board of Education Meeting  September 9, 2008 

Superintendent Preparation Series (SUPES) Academy  September 11-12, 2008 

Other Stuff You Need to Know 
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� Quick Links  
 

y State Board of 
Education 

y MDE Online Services 

y MDE Staff Directory 

y MDE News and Events 

y School Code Master 

National Teacher Appreciation Week 
National Teacher Appreciation Week is this week, May 5-9, 2008.  
The Michigan Department of Education encourages schools and 
communities to recognize teachers and their vital importance to our 
society.   

In response to a poll revealing that the gift teachers would like the 
most is a simple “thank you”, the National Education Association 
(NEA) and the Parent Teacher Association (PTA) have started the 
“Nation’s Largest Teacher Thank-You Card Project”.  You can send a 
card to be included in the 8’X50’ mural of thank-you cards.  

For more information visit www.teacherthankyoucard.org.   
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AdvancED Resource Network 
AdvancED has recently announced the new AdvancED Resource Network, a 
searchable knowledgebase designed to support accredited and candidate 
schools and districts in their efforts to continuously improve student 
learning and school/district effectiveness.   

The network consists of the following elements: 

Peer-to-Peer Practices 
Connecting People to People 
Interventions, strategies, programs, or activities that have been identified 
by a school or school system to be effective within a given set of cultural, 
organizational, and instructional conditions.  

Best Practices 
Connecting People to Research 
Actions, processes, or interventions that are based in research or supported 
by results.  

Resources and Tools  
Connecting People to Tools for School Improvement 
Value-added information, such as publications, products, tools, and services 
that can provide additional support for schools and school systems seeking 
to improve student achievement. 
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Teacher-to-Teacher Summer Workshops 
Since 2004, the U.S. Department of Education has trained 20,000 teachers through its Teacher-to-Teacher 
Initiative.  The National Park Service, NASA, the Office of Charter Schools, the Federal Aviation Administration, 
the Department of Energy, the Department of Defense Education Agency, and the U.S. Mint, are hosting the 
Summer 2008 Teacher-to-Teacher Workshops.  The twelve workshops, to held in cities across the country, will 
focus on using data, differentiated instruction, Doing What Works, and the National Math Panel.   

The workshops will fill quickly, so register early! 
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Greetings,  
 
This week we are celebrating teachers! Being a teacher is the 
most important and rewarding job I’ve ever had.  There is nothing 
like a smile from a student to brighten your day.   
 
This year’ National Teacher Day’s theme "Great Teachers Make 
Great Public Schools," draws attention to the crucial role teachers 
play in making sure every child receives a quality public education and conveys the hard work they do 
each day to make public schools great for every child. 
 
Where would we be without teachers! Teachers give our students the will to keep learning for the rest 
of their lives.  A big thank you goes out to teachers across the state for everything that you do each 
and everyday. 
 
Thank you for all the Sundays and evenings you spend correcting papers, making sure your lesson 
plans are aligned and up to date, staying late to help a student with their homework, dressing up as 
the Cat in the Hat during Reading Month, and chaperoning the dance.  Thank you for being an 
important part of the school improvement team, the carnival planning committee and for collaborating 
with a colleague about how to help the two students that are having a difficult time with writing.  
Thank you for scrounging the dollar stores for the perfect stickers to reward hard work, painting sets 
for the class play, and for selling candy bars to your relatives in Seattle for the class trip. Thank you 
for taking the time to listen to a problem and to dry a tear!  Thank you for always being there.   
 
Have a great week. 
 

Betty 
 
 
The teacher who is indeed wise does not bid you to enter the house of his wisdom but rather leads 
you to the threshold of your mind.  ~Khalil Gibran 
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