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Michigan School Breakfast Challenge

Field Services
Superintendent of Public Instruction Mike Flanagan has challenged all

superintendents to increase school breakfast participation in their districts by
50%. The 2007-2008 School Breakfast Program Average Daily Participation Other Stuff You Need to Know

(ADP) will be compared to the 2008-2009 ADP for all school districts. The

Michigan Department of Education will announce the winner of the challenge
O oo0ooo0ooooooooad

Promising Practices

during the 2009-2010 school year.

Research shows that students who eat
breakfast score better on standardized tests,
improve academic achievement, have fewer
health issues, and behave better in class.
According to the Michigan Department of
Education Pupil Accounting Manual, local
school districts can provide breakfast to
students during the first class period and
count this time toward the minimum
instructional hour requirement if pupils and
certificated teachers are present and engaged
in instruction. For more information, see the
Michigan School Breakfast memo.

We are indeed much
more than what we
eat, but what we eat

can nevertheless help

us to be much more
than what we are.

~Adelle Davis
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Breaking Traditions Awards

Thirty-four Michigan students have received "Breaking Traditions Awards” for their success in Career and
Technical Education program areas that are non-traditional for their gender. The award recipients were
nominated by a teacher, counselor, administrator, or other school personnel. The nominees were required to
provide two letters of support; write a brief narrative explaining their choice of career, the obstacles they may
have faced, and key accomplishments; and complete an essay about the significance of their nontraditional
training program.

2008 Stella Gikas Award Winner

At their meeting on May 13th , the Michigan State Board of Education presented Janice Ambs with the 2008
Stella Gikas Professional Support Staff Excellence Award. Since 1991, the award has been given annually to an
outstanding support person in the Michigan Department of Education in honor of long-time State Board support
staff member, Stella Gikas. Ambs, a secretary in the department’s Office of Career and Technical Education,
has been employed at the department for 37 years. Congratulations, Janice!

Newsletter Contact: Ruth Bowler bowlerr@michigan.gov 1



mailto:bowlerr@michigan.gov�
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-6530_6526_6551-192048--,00.html�
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/School_Breakfast_letter_to_Superintendents_234325_7.pdf�

Good Morning OSI!

Curriculum & Instruction May 19, 2008

Reporting Guidance for Homeless Students Ffrentfaae

As stated in the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, homeless Field Services
students remain eligible for homeless services for the entire school year, P .. Practi
including their ability to continue to receive free lunch. Therefore, a fromising rraclices

homeless student, even if he/she ha§ moved |n.to permanent housing, should Other Stuff You Need to Know
be reported as homeless for the entire academic year. There has been e
confusion in the past about reporting only those students who are _
experiencing homelessness on reporting day, rather than those who have

received homeless services and have since moved into permanent housing.

Reporting options for field 34 in the Single Record Student Database (SRSD)
are to report the living situation of the student during the duration of
homelessness, even if the student has since gained permanent housing. The
type of temporary residence/shelter where the student resided during
homelessness:
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\/Ej Quick Links

® Personal Curriculum
Webinars

1-Homeless shelter

2-Youth shelter

3-Victim shelter

4-Doubled up

5-Hotel/motel

6-0Other location

7-Temporary arrangement

8-Unknown

® Tools for Continuous
School Improvement

® High School Content
Expectations

* Grade Level Content
Expectations (GLCESs)

I I I I I I s A I o o |

As emphasized in McKinney-Vento, the most stable environment for a student
experiencing homelessness, even if for a short while, is in school. A family
undergoing economic hardship may have to break a lease agreement or move again--an all too common
occurrence. The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act requires all intermediate and local school districts,
including public school academies, to appoint a local education agency homeless liaison.
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For additional resources, the Homeless Education Office at the Michigan Department of Education is hosting the
annual Homeless Education Conference on September 15 & 16, 2008, at the Kellogg Hotel and Conference
Center at Michigan State University in East Lansing. The conference is for all who are involved with homeless
youth.

Questions can be directed to Sam Sinicropi at 517-241-1162 or sinicropis@michigan.gov.

Blue Ribbon Exemplary School Program - Elementary Cycle

The Michigan Department of Education has announced the 2008-2009 Michigan Blue Ribbon Exemplary Schools
Program (elementary cycle). This award program is open to both public and private schools that meet
extremely high standards and undergo a rigorous peer review. In order to qualify, public schools selected for
the “Exemplary School” award must also earn either an A or B under Education Yes! and have achieved AYP for
the school year ending 2007-2008.

There are two very good reasons why a school building should consider this process:

e Self-reflection: Research in the area of school improvement has shown that schools with a common vision
are successful in increasing student achievement. The Blue Ribbon process is very effective in assisting
schools to focus their efforts and vision.

e Recognition: The program is designed to provide program analysis, a peer review, and an on-site visitation
at no additional external cost to the district. Furthermore, selected school buildings receive state recogni-
tion for their efforts.

For more information, visit the Blue Ribbon Exemplary Schools Program website.
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Reporting Free and Reduced Eligibility e
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The Michigan Department of Education (MDE), in coordination with the Bromising Fractices
Center for Educational Performance and Information (CEPI), will be initiating gther Stuff You Need to Know
changes in the way Local Education Agencies (LEAs) report Free Meal/Milk

Program or Reduced Price Meal Program eligibility data. The reporting _
procedures will change beginning in October 2008.

Ooo0ooooooooooaoqaoano

The change in reporting free and reduced eligibility is intended to provide a
single source of data that impacts such important programs as Adequate
Yearly Progress (subgroup identification of economically disadvantaged
students), eligibility for a district’s E-Rate Program, Section 31a of the State
School Aid Act, and the Carl D. Perkins Vocational and Technical Education
Act. Previously, this data was collected from two separate sources: October
reimbursement claims from the Child Nutrition Program (CNP) and Field 31,
supplemental nutrition eligibility in the Single Record Student Database
(SRSD). The new process will not replace the CNP claim structure for
districts that participate in CNP. Free and Reduced data collection changes
will include:

% Quick Links

e Regional Spring Planning
Workshops

e Supplemental Educational
Services (SES)

e On Site Review Materials

e Technical Assistance Video

e The SRSD will not be used to collect Field 31, Supplemental Nutrition
Updates

Eligibility.
e The State’s new Student Data System will be used for a separate * Schoolwide Facilitators
submission as of October 31, 2008.

00 oo gogogouooooooooood
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e The Free and Reduced Eligibility data collection will open on or about October 1, 2008, and will close on
November 15, 2008.

Over the next few months, CEPI and MDE will send additional information via e-mail regarding the new
application, training, and changes in the reporting of Free and Reduced Eligibility data.

If you have questions, the CEPI contact is Meghann Omo at 517-241-2689 or omom@michigan.gov; the MDE
contact is Dawn Harris at 517-373-4335 or harrisd6@michigan.gov.

i
Remander:

The appeals deadline for
elementary and middle
School Report Cards is

May 21, 2008.
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The Institute for Educational Sciences has released an interim report on the
impact of the Reading First program which provides assistance to states and
districts in using research-based reading programs and instructional Other Stuff You Need to Know
materials in order to increase the number of students that read at or above ——

grade level by the end of third grade. _

Using 18 study sites, the report found that Reading First did not
significantly impact student reading comprehension test scores in first

Field Services

Oo0oo0ooooooooooaoad

period, Michigan studies evaluate the program over a longer period of time.

The current federal budget proposal would cut 61% from the Reading First * Moodle.org

grant program which amounts to a decrease of about $18 million for
Michigan. The funding cut would decrease the number of Michigan schools
receiving Reading First grants from 158 to approximately 100.

[}
through third grade. However, the Michigan Reading First program shows E \/@ o ) E
positive results. In 2002, when Michigan received the first Reading First . Promising Websites .
grant, the average reading proficiency of recipient schools was 19%. As of i o
2007, the average reading proficiency of recipient schools increased to o IERER -
36%. Mark Coscarella, Michigan Department of Education Reading First . .
Manager, explained that Michigan Reading First facilitators have a five-to- o e California Open Source .
one case load while many states provide one facilitator for as many as 30 . Textbook .
schools. Also, MDE’s Jan Ellis explained that the Institute measures . .
improvement differently from the state. As opposed to studying a two-year e iTunes U -
[} [}
O O
O O
[} [}
[} [}
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Standards in Practice

From The Education Trust

Standards in Practice™ is a standards-based professional development model designed for school personnel and
focused on increasing instructional rigor. Rooted in the belief that, if students are to achieve at high levels, the
assignments we give them meet those same high levels, Standards in Practice™ engages teachers in the
evaluation and ratcheting up of their classroom assignments.

Standards in Practice™ is implemented through professional conversations about the rigor of assignments given
to students where teachers help each other with techniques to both strengthen assignments and improve
instruction.

Standards in Practice™ also can be tailored for audiences of parents, community, and school boards, to help
those involved in education outside the classroom to understand the importance of instructional rigor and how
to tell if an assignment meets standards.
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» Near Future : :
Field Services
Pupil Accounting and Attendance Assoc. Conference May 19-21, ‘08

. . . Promising Practices
English Language Arts Curriculum Update Webinar May 20, 2008

Michigan Association for Bilingual Educators May 20-21, 2008 _

Spring Planning Workshop-Macomb County ISD May 23, 2008

Ooo0ooooooooaoogoao

State Board of Education Meeting June 10, 2008

Lincoln Center Institute National Educator Workshop June 16-20, 2008 % QUICk Links

Summer Institute for Educators Teaching Spanish June 16-20, 2008

®* CTE Showcase
Grading and Reporting: 15 Fixes for Broken Grades June 17, 2008

* State Board of Education
NCA Summer Leadership Academy June 17-19, 2008

* MDE Online Services
State Board of Education Meeting July 8, 2008

M Distant Future

36th Annual Summer Workshop for Choir Directors and General
Music Teachers July 20-23, 2008

* MDE Staff Directory

* MDE News and Events

®* School Code Master

0O0o0Ooo0oo0oogo0ooogooooooaoao
0Oo0o0oogooooooooooooog

Michigan Joint Education Conference June 25, 2008
Michigan Art Education Association Summer Institute August 3-8, 2008

State Board of Education Meeting August 12, 2008

Superintendent Preparation Series (SUPES) Academy August 14-15, 2008
Educational Assessment and Accountability Conference-Marquette August 21, 2008

Ooo0oooooobooooaoad

Mid-Michigan Cultures of Thinking Collaborative’s Conference August 24-26, 2008
Educational Assessment and Accountability Conference-Sterling Heights August 26, 2008

State Board of Education Meeting September 9, 2008

Superintendent Preparation Series (SUPES) Academy September 11-12, 2008

Educational Assessment and Accountability Conference-Grand Rapids September 16, 2008

Educational Assessment and Accountability Conference-Lansing September 18, 2008
Educational Assessment and Accountability Conference-Bay City September 22, 2008

Educational Assessment and Accountability Conference-Livonia September 25, 2008

SUPERINTENDENT MIKE FLANAGAN’S MONTHLY PODCAST
The Haunting Impact of School Dropouts

State Superintendent of Public Instruction Mike Flanagan focuses on the state's student
dropout dilemma in this month's podcast. The personal and systemic shame that students
drop out of school has been highlighted this past month by several high profile events.
Flanagan discusses the impact of the dropout crisis on the students and the state, and
some of the issues and strategies that are being developed to address this dilemma.
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I can’t believe that it is almost the end of another school year. Everywhere
we see graduations, proms, carnivals, and volunteer appreciation luncheons
signaling the end of the year. I always judged the winding down (or up) of
the school year by the Safety Patrol Picnic. As a teacher and principal in the promising Practices

Lansing area, I always looked forward to the day long picnic sponsored by

the Safety Council of Greater Lansing. It inevitably rained and hundreds of 'Other Stuff You Need to Know
excited fifth and sixth graders slogged through the mud to get the latest CDs

thrown by the local DJs. It was great fun for everyone and gave all of the adults the opportunity to justify
eating an unlimited quantity of hot dogs at 10:00 in the morning!

Field Services

I want to give you an update on staffing here in the Office of School Improvement. We are continuing to fill
vacancies that have arisen over the past year. I'd like to welcome Becky Pennington as a financial analyst in
Field Services. Beginning this week, Jan Oord (Kalamazoo RESA) will be working with the office on special
projects. We are in the process of interviewing for consultants for English Language Learners, Homeless and
two Instructional Specialist positions. In addition, we will be hiring Field Service consultants in Regions 2, 4,
and 5, as well as being part of the process for hiring the Region 3 consultants. We are also moving forward on
two secretarial positions and an analyst position.

Bill Kirby will be leaving his position as consultant in Region 2 at the end of the month. We thank him for all of
his work and wish him all the very best!

Have a great week and enjoy the long weekend!

Betty
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