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Michigan Teacher of the Year Announced 
Jennifer Haberling, a seventh grade English 
teacher at Baldwin Street Middle School 
(Hudsonville) has been named the  
2008-2009 Michigan Teacher of the Year.  
Superintendent of Public Instruction Mike 
Flanagan and State Board of Education 
member Carolyn Curtin made the 
announcement at Haberling’s school last 
week.   

One of Haberling’s students, Moses 
VanKoevering, said, “Mrs. Haberling inspired 
me and taught me what a wonderful gift 
writing is.” 
 

As Michigan Teacher of the Year, she will promote collaboration and creativity 
in educational theory, policy, and practice.    

Haberling’s school, Baldwin Street Middle, will receive $1,000 from MEEMIC 
Insurance Company to be used for the advancement of education.  MEEMIC 
will also present a monetary award to the schools of the other Michigan 
Teacher of the Year state-level finalists: 

• Robert Martonen, Biology Teacher, Kingsford High School, 
Breitung Township Schools, Dickinson 

• Stephanie Moore, Third Grade Teacher, Symons Elementary 
School, Milan Area Schools 

• Judith Nixon, Spanish and Japanese Teacher, Eaton Rapids High School 
• Mark Oglesby, Social Studies Teacher, Howell High School 

 
For more information on the Michigan Teacher of the Year program, visit www.michigan.gov/mtoy. 
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Learning without 
thought is labor 

lost; thought 
without learning 

is perilous. 
 

-Confucius 

Superintendent Mike Flanagan with  
2008-09 Michigan Teacher of the Year 
Jennifer Haberling 

Summer Food Service Week 
The Michigan State Board of Education has adopted a resolution 
to recognize Summer Food Service Week from June 1-7, 2008.  
Please join the Michigan Department of Education in recognizing 
this special week and the role nutrition programs play in the 
lives of America’s children. 

There are 164 local Summer Food Program sponsors in Michigan 
serving nutritious meals at 950 sites across the state.  To find a 
sponsor in your area, go to www.michigan.gov/sfsp (Summer 
Food Directory).  Sponsors will indicate where free meal sites 
are located (schools, churches, parks) and when their programs 
will offer free summer meals.   
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International Year of Languages 
On May 16, 2007, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed 2008 to be the International Year of 
Languages.  The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is the lead agency 
for the event.   

One of the educational projects listed on the UNESCO website is Chain Stories.  Young students from five 
different schools, countries, and languages build a story within a chain.   

Arts Teachers Fellowship Program 
The Surdna Foundation, a national family foundation established in 1917, 
helps support organizations in five program areas: Environment, Community 
Revitalization, Effective Citizenry, the Non-Profit Sector, and Arts. 

The Surdna Foundation has announced the ninth round of the Surdna Arts 
Teachers Fellowship Program, a national initiative to support the artistic 
revitalization of outstanding arts teachers. Arts teachers working in 
specialized public arts high schools and arts-focused magnet and charter 
high schools can apply for grants of up to $5,500 in support of artistic 
growth, with a complementary grant of $1,500 
provided to each Fellow’s school for post-
fellowship activities. Twenty awards of up to 
$5,500 each will be made. 

Letters of intent to apply will be due by 
November 14, 2008.  This fall, Surdna will be 
hosting a series of online informational chat 
sessions where interested artists/educators 
can ask questions.  Dates and times will be 
posted online after June 30, 2008. 

  Quick Links  
 
 Tools for Continuous 
School Improvement 

 High School Content 
Expectations (HSCEs) 

 Grade Level Content 
Expectations (GLCEs) 

 MI-Map Toolkit 
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Eighth Grade Technology Literacy Requirement 
School districts are required to report the percentage of eighth grade students meeting the state’s definition of 
technology literacy in the Michigan Electronic Grants System (MEGS) by June 30, 2008.  A new requirement in 
this year’s report is to indicate the assessment that was used to determine the technology literacy.   

The Regional Educational Media Centers (REMC), in collaboration with the Michigan Department of Education 
and the Michigan Association for Computer Users in Learning (MACUL), have created a 8th Grade Technology 
Literacy Requirement website with resources to assist school districts in meeting this requirement.   

For assistance with technology planning, visit http://techplan.org.  School district personnel are also encouraged 
to contact their local REMC for assistance.    
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Consolidated Application Schedule 
The development of the consolidated application is a shared responsibility 
between Local Education Agencies (LEAs) and the Michigan Department of 
Education (MDE), Office of School Improvement, Field Services Unit.  The 
shared goal for the coming year (2008-09) is to have all applications 
submitted in substantially approvable form by LEAs in time to receive prior 
MDE approval before funded activities begin. 

Increasingly, the federal government is placing emphasis on a thorough needs assessment, a strong 
improvement plan and compliance with federal and state guidance. The plan should be nearing completion in 
each LEA for the 2008-09 academic year.  The consolidated application can then be prepared and submitted 
early in the summer so that it can be reviewed, questions answered and approved before the requested 
supplementary services begin next fall. 

MDE has prepared a Consolidated Application Schedule and Q & A. Some of the key elements include: 
• What’s due when? 
• A definition of “substantially approvable” applications and amendments. 
• How do we get a July 1 obligation date? 
• When will we get access to our carryover funds? 

A single strong improvement plan is the foundation to the consolidated application.  We see a wide variety of 
improvement plans but the best have the following characteristics: 

1. The plan is built upon a thorough analysis of data and this analysis is summarized in a clear description of 
student needs! 

2. The plan is focused on student achievement – everything is tied to helping students learn! 
3. The plan does a limited number of very important things well! 
4. The plan is built with the input of the people who will implement it, and it is communicated widely to all 

stakeholders! 
5. After the plan is adopted, appropriate funding sources are tapped to support the plan! 
6. It’s not done until you know what worked and what can be improved! 

Education Programs & Budget Information 
The Committee for Education Funding’s 2009 Budget Response explains most of the large federal education 
programs, and gives budget information on their appropriations levels over the last few years.   
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  Quick Links  
 
• Spring Workshop Materials 

• Program Allocations 

• Technical Assistance Video 
Updates 

• Schoolwide Facilitators 

• School Report Cards 

Title V, Part A Guidance from the U.S. 
Department of Education 
The U.S. Department of Education, Office of Elementary and Secondary 
Education has issued 2008 Guidance for Title V, Part A to provide states with 
information on how the lack of Title V, Part A funding for 2008 impacts 
flexibility and program requirements.   

The document addresses States’ and districts’ ability to transfer funds from 
other specified programs to Title V, Part A until September 30, 2009.  
Specific guidance is given on transfer and carryover funds for school 
districts.  The Small, Rural School Achievement (SRSA) program and the 
Rural Education Achievement Program Flexibility (REAP-Flex) are also 
addressed.   

Questions regarding this guidance can be directed to Mike Radke, Assistant 
Director, Office of School Improvement at 517-373-3921.   
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Michigan Joint Education Conference 
On June 25, 2008 at Holt High School from 7:30-4:30, Michigan educators 
will be making national news. For the first, time five professional education 
organizations are coming together to present a one day conference to 
provide an opportunity for teachers and administrators to experience 
sessions integrating highly relevant instruction from several curricula. The 
Michigan Joint Education Conference theme, “Making Integrated Education 
Work for Everyone: Bringing It All Together” is a first venture. 

The sponsoring organizations are the Michigan Council for the Social Studies 
(MCSS), Michigan Council of Teachers of Mathematics (MCTM), Michigan 
Science Teachers Association (MSTA). Michigan Association for Computer 
Users In Learning (MACUL) and the Michigan Association of Middle School 
Educators (MAMSE). The Michigan Department of Education, Michigan 
Business Education Association and Michigan Mathematics and Science 
Centers Network are partnering groups. 

The sessions will be tied to the integration of  Michigan’s GLCEs and HSCEs  
and many will integrate the use of technology in best practice strategies. 
Several sessions will feature Michigan Department of Education staff as 
presenters. There will be sessions for K-12. Dan Mulhern, First Gentleman, 
will be the keynote speaker. SB-CEUs will be available for the conference as 
well as the opportunity to use this event to count for one of the required 
professional development days for new teachers. 

The registration fee is a reasonable $49 for members of any of the five sponsoring organizations and $79 for 
non members. Registration deadline is June 6, 2008. 

We urge you to share this information with teachers and administrators in your district. Registration forms and 
information can be obtained at http://www.mijec.org or by calling 734-677-2270. 
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  Promising Websites  
 

• Michigan Learnport 

• Students.gov 

• ASSIST for Teachers 

• MI Grants Available 

• Michigan Edu Source 
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Near Future  
State Board of Education Meeting  June 10, 2008 

Lincoln Center Inst. National Educator Workshop June 16-20, 2008 

Summer Institute for Educators Teaching Spanish  June 16-20, 2008 

Grading and Reporting: 15 Fixes for Broken Grades  June 17, 2008 

NCA Summer Leadership Academy  June 17-19, 2008 

Michigan Joint Education Conference  June 25, 2008 

State Board of Education Meeting (if needed)  July 8, 2008 

Distant Future 

36th Annual Summer Workshop for Choir Directors and General 
Music Teachers  July 20-23, 2008 

Michigan Art Education Association Summer Institute August 3-8, 2008 

State Board of Education Meeting  August 12, 2008 

Superintendent Preparation Series (SUPES) Academy  August 14-15 

Educational Assessment and Accountability Conference-Marquette  
August 21, 2008 

Mid-Michigan Cultures of Thinking Collaborative’s Conference  August 24-26, 2008 

Educational Assessment and Accountability Conference-Sterling Heights  August 26, 2008 

State Board of Education Meeting  September 9, 2008 

Superintendent Preparation Series (SUPES) Academy  September 11-12, 2008 

Educational Assessment and Accountability Conference-Grand Rapids  September 16, 2008 

Educational Assessment and Accountability Conference-Lansing  September 18, 2008 

Educational Assessment and Accountability Conference-Bay City  September 22, 2008 

Adaptive Schools  September 24-November 20, 2008 

Educational Assessment and Accountability Conference-Livonia  September 25, 2008 

Educational Assessment and Accountability Conference-Gaylord  October 2, 2008 

Superintendent Preparation Series (SUPES) Academy  October 9-10, 2008 

State Board of Education Meeting  October 14, 2008 

Other Stuff You Need to Know 
Good Morning OSI!  

Curriculum & Instruction 

Field Services 

Front Page 

Promising Practices 

Message from the Office 
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 Quick Links  
 

 State Board of Education 

 MDE Online Services 

 MDE Staff Directory 

 MDE News and Events 

 School Code Master 

 School Report Cards 

Michigan Secondary Credit Assessments Available 
The Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability (OEAA) has created secondary credit assessments for 
the areas of Algebra I, Geometry, Biology and English 9.  The assessments and answer keys are available on the 
OEAA Secure Site.  It is suggested that the assessments be used as only one part of students’ grades in these 
courses, that they comprise no more than 25% of students’ final course grades, and that the tests not be used 
alone to determine whether or not students receive credit for the course.   
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Imagine – August 2008… 
Imagine… Teaching for Learning 

Imagine the Possibilities… 

Educators from across the state, across levels, and across areas of 
expertise have a rare professional development opportunity on 
August 11-13, 2008. 

A collaborative effort of the Office of School Improvement, Office of 
Special Education and Early Intervention Services 

The 2008 Michigan Teaching For Learning Institute is designed to accelerate the achievement of 
all students by examining the beliefs and practices of educators. Participants will study comprehensive 
sets of data and apply research on current instructional practice by exploring strategies that influence 
teaching and learning. 

The three day institute is scheduled from August 11-13, 2008 at the Lansing Center.  The morning of 
August 11 consists of group data meetings followed in the afternoon by a roll out of the online School 
Improvement Framework. 

August 12 begins with the choice of an opening keynote delivered by Dr. Patricia Mathes, who will 
provide an up-date on research findings since the National Reading Panel report, or Jamie Robert 
Vollmer, whose topic is Welcome to the Conversation: Increasing Community Support for Public 
Schools. 

The remainder of the two days provides Michigan educators with the unique opportunity to participate 
in an institute strand that is designed for in-depth study and application of the selected topic. The 
strands are: 

 Effective Reading Instruction 
 Word Study 
 Reading Interventions 
 Reading Comprehension 
 Academic Language 
 Reading and Writing Connection 
 English Language Learners 
 Social Studies Expectations 
 Mathematics 
 An opportunity to Analyze Your School Through Audit Tools Provided by Ed Trust 
 Tiered Interventions 
 Differentiating Teaching and Learning through the Arts 

Participants, representing various educator roles within each strand, will create a system of 
instructional support to accelerate the progress of EVERY student in Michigan schools. Imagine the 
possibilities by being part of The 2008 Michigan Teaching For Learning Institute.   Watch for 
registration to open soon at www.gomiem.org! 

Wow, can you believe that June is here and it is the end of another very productive school year?  I 
personally want to thank all of you for your dedication to supporting educators and giving Michigan 
students the best education possible!   Take time to relax this summer and think about the important 
difference you are making in the lives of students across our state! 
 

Betty 

Good Morning OSI!  

May 19, 2008 
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