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Changes to the School Code Master 
The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) and the Center for Educational 
Performance and Information (CEPI) are in the process of updating the 
School Code Master (SCM) in preparation for system replacement on 
September 30, 2008. The new system will be called the Educational Entity 
Master (EEM).  

The current SCM is the directory foundation of educational data collection in 
the state of Michigan. The new application continues that path and also 
moves the state closer to a shared vision of “collect once, store once, and use 
many times.”  By updating the directory, including an improved ability to 
track relevant entity characteristics, we can continue efforts to improve the 
overall quality and accuracy of data collected in other state systems that rely 
on the foundation components of the EEM. Through better identification of 
entities and characteristics, other systems will be able to more accurately 
capture all student, staff, and finance data from pre-K through grade 12 for 
use by school districts, parents, the legislature, and state agencies.  

In the SCM, some entities were identified as “Schools” and others as 
“Ancillary Facilities.”  As part of the transition to the new EEM, definitions for 
all entities were reviewed and updated, resulting in the need to adjust entity 
types based on the new definitions. Many ancillary facilities in the current 
SCM will be identified in the new EEM as “Schools,” while some will become 
“Unique Education Providers” or “Non-instructional Ancillary Facilities.”  

If you have any questions, the following contacts can be of assistance. 

Alternative Education, Mary Alice Galloway (gallowaym@michigan.gov, 517-241-4185) 
CTE, Jill Kroll (krollj1@michigan.gov, 517-241-4354) 
Early Childhood, Gary Schafer (schaferg@michigan.gov, 517-335-2875)  
Special Education, Fran Loose (loosef@michigan.gov, 517-241-4414)  

National Education Foundation Free Courses 
As a part of their recession-relief education grant program, the National Education Foundation is offering free 
CyberLearning courses.  You can sign up for 10 days of free access to more than 3,000 courses on subjects such 
as IT, business, management, math, science, and K-12 curriculum.  
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Creativity requires 
the courage to let go 

of certainties. 
 

-Erich Fromm 

Fingerprinting and Criminal Background Checks Requirement  
Section 1230g of the Michigan School Code requires all school employees to be fingerprinted and have a criminal 
background check conducted by the Michigan State Police by July 1, 2008.  After July 1, 2008, anyone wishing 
to be employed in a Michigan school in any capacity must have completed the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) fingerprinting and criminal records check prior to employment.  Individuals who are currently employed in 
any capacity in Michigan schools who fail to comply with the fingerprinting and criminal records checks by July 
1, 2008 cannot be employed by said district or school in any capacity and shall not be allowed to work under 
contract in accordance with section 1230g (4) of the Michigan School Code.  

Questions can be directed to Dr. Frank Ciloski at ciloskif@michigan.gov or 517-373-6791. 
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AdvancED Quality Assurance Review Team 
As part of the AdvancED accreditation process, schools and districts engage 
in an external review from a team of professionals known as the Quality 
Assurance Review team.  During a 2-4 day visit to a school or district, 
Quality Assurance Review team members do the following: 

 Conduct interviews with administrative leaders, staff, students, 
parents, and other stakeholders. 

 Review artifacts including the school’s/district’s Standards 
Assessment Report, improvement plans, and student performance 
data. 

 Make professional observations based on classroom visits, 
discussions with stakeholders, and interviews. 

 Engage in professional deliberations with fellow team members. 

 Reach consensus on standards, commendations, recommendations, 
and an accreditation recommendation. 

 Communicate the team’s findings by assisting in the development 
of oral and written reports. 

If you are interested in serving as a member of a Quality Assurance Review 
team, contact the Michigan North Central Association office.    

  Quick Links  
 
 Tools for Continuous 
School Improvement 

 High School Content 
Expectations (HSCEs) 

 Grade Level Content 
Expectations (GLCEs) 

 MI-Map Toolkit 
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Final Michigan Reading First Newsletter 
The Reading First Evaluation Team started sending out newsletters about four 
years ago to provide valuable Reading First information to educators.  Since the 
formal evaluation of the Michigan Reading First Program has now ended, the 
Spring 2008 Michigan Reading First Newsletter will be the team’s final 
newsletter.  This last newsletter features the results of a teacher survey 
completed during the winter.    
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LEA Planning Cycle Application Is Available 
Districts may begin entering district improvement planning information into 
the 2008-2009 LEA Planning Cycle Application using the Michigan Electronic 
Grants System (MEGS).   

The following information is required this coming year: 

 Clear statements of at least three, and up to five, academic needs 
based on a data driven needs assessment. 
 Clear statements of up to five achievement goals that are tied back to 

needs. 
 Clear SMART objectives each tied to one of the LEA goals. 
 Clear strategies for meeting each of the objectives. 

Each of the needs, goals, objectives, and strategies must also have a title.  

Submission of the LEA Planning Cycle Application is one prerequisite to 
submitting the Consolidated Application, so finalizing and submitting this 
document is very important. 

Approval of the Consolidated Application will be based on two major 
elements: 

1. Each budget item must be reasonable, allowable, allocable, consistent 
with Federal and State laws, regulations, and guidance, and meet the 
intent and purpose of the Federal grant source included in the 
Consolidated Application. 

2. Each budget item must be linked to the LEA Planning Cycle Application.  For example, the budgeted 
activity supports a strategy, objective, and goal and ultimately serves the academic need defined in the 
plan. 

MDE has not received the final grant allocations from the federal government yet.  Additionally, MDE staff 
members are working on the final details of the Title I School Selection Application and the Consolidated 
Application.  Notices will be sent to MEGS contacts as soon as the final allocations, as well as the applications, 
are available.  
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  Quick Links  
 
• Spring Workshop Materials 

• Program Allocations 

• Technical Assistance Video 
Updates 

• Schoolwide Facilitators 

• School Report Cards 

Michigan to Pilot NCLB Growth Model  
The U.S. Department of Education announced that Michigan has been chosen to participate in a pilot program 
under the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB). that would allow states, school districts, and schools to measure 
academic success based on improvement over time.  Among “growth model” proponents’ concerns is the law’s 
rigidity in considering academic progress.  Michigan Congressman Dale E. Kildee, Chairman of the House 
Subcommittee on Early Childhood, Elementary, and Secondary Education commented on the decision.   

“I have long advocated for greater fairness and flexibility in the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, and I 
am pleased that Michigan students and teachers will be able to benefit from the use of a growth model,” said 
Kildee. “I will continue to lead the effort to make changes to the law necessary for it to work for students, 
parents and teachers.” 

Growth models use data systems to track individual student growth from year to year. The U.S. Department of 
Education is promoting a series of trials to test the effectiveness and fairness of growth-based models. Following 
a rigorous review process to ensure that states meet the appropriate criteria, Michigan was selected to 
participate in the trial. The data generated will also provide timely information to help teachers and principals in 
developing strategies for improvement and targeting resources. 

For more information, visit ED.gov press releases. 
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Special Education Literacy Connections 
Training (SELCT) 
WOW, the wonder of words such as: “The SELCT literacy program has had a 
greater impact on my teaching than any other program, seminar, workshop, 
or even completing my master’s degree.”; “For the first time in 17 years, I 
feel as if I know the strategies and techniques to teach these students with 
disabilities how to read and write.”; and “I’ve learned that my students can 
be taught many things I thought they could never learn. It has been a life 
changing experience for me.” are being uttered throughout Wayne County. 
These remarks are the result of a very innovative and successful pilot 
program at Wayne RESA which has resulted in K-3 learning-disabled 
students achieving remarkable gains in reading and writing, with all 
kindergarten and first grade students at or above grade level in reading after 
one year in the program.  In addition, students on the average entered the 
program in the fall at the emergent stage of writing, and by spring wrote at 
the competent level. 

Thirty-four resource room teachers representing 14 school districts from 
across Wayne County have participated for the last two years in the Special 
Education Literacy Connections Training (SELCT) through Wayne County 
RESA.  First-year teachers attend weekly half-day sessions in balanced 
literacy with the focus on understanding student thinking and building on the 
needs of the individual child.  “Behind the glass” sessions and classroom 
visits by project personnel advance teacher understanding and implementation.   In monthly half-day sessions, 
second-year teachers expand their skills to include working with groups of students.  In the program for the 
third year and beyond, Partners in Literacy, teachers will continue to improve their proficiency with quarterly 
meetings that focus on maintaining the fidelity of program implementation and improving teacher practice. 

Using a pre-post randomized control group design, program staff regularly monitors participants’ response to 
program design, acquisition of knowledge and skills, and implementation fidelity. Weekly formative assessment 
provides ongoing feedback for teachers on student performance.  The use of trained external evaluators as 
classroom observers and student testers maintains the integrity of the data. 

Results from the first year of the program indicate effect sizes from .8 to beyond one standard deviation in 
classroom implementation using an adapted version of the Science and Math Program Improvement Scale 
(SAMPI) and student writing using a six-point rubric.  Overall, SELCT students improved 50 percent over control 
students in reading level based on the Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA).  By the end of the year, 19 of 
29 (65.5 percent) of target students had reached or exceeded grade level in reading. 

 

Submitted by the SELCT Team: Donna Beardslee (Reading Recovery Teacher Leader, 
Livonia Public Schools), Frederica Frost, Toni Hall, Annena McCleskey, Karrie St. Pierre, 

and Cathy Walle, (Consultants at Wayne County RESA). 
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• Michigan Learnport 

• Students.gov 

• ASSIST for Teachers 

• MI Grants Available 

• Michigan Edu Source 
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Near Future  
SES Implementation District Workshop-Genesee ISD  June 17, 2008 

Grading and Reporting: 15 Fixes for Broken Grades  June 17, 2008 

NCA Summer Leadership Academy  June 17-19, 2008 

Michigan Integrated Technology Supports (MITS) Summer Institute  
June 17-20, 2008 

Multimedia Projects You & Your Students Will Love  June 19, 2008  

SES Implementation District Workshop-Kent ISD  June 20, 2008 

Focal Point Video Workshop  June 23-27, 2008 

Michigan Joint Education Conference  June 25, 2008 

36th Annual Summer Workshop for Choir Directors and General Music 
Teachers  July 20-23, 2008 

Distant Future 

Michigan Art Education Association Summer Institute August 3-8, 2008 

Michigan Teaching for Learning Institute  August 11-13, 2008 

State Board of Education Meeting  August 12, 2008 

Superintendent Preparation Series (SUPES) Academy  August 14-15 

Educational Assessment and Accountability Conference-Marquette  August 21, 2008 

Mid-Michigan Cultures of Thinking Collaborative’s Conference   
August 24-26, 2008 

Educational Assessment and Accountability Conference-Sterling Heights  August 26, 2008 

Arts First! Professional Development for Arts Educators  August 27, 2008 

Dropouts: One is Too Many - Traverse City  September 4, 2008 

State Board of Education Meeting  September 9, 2008 

Dropouts: One is Too Many - Ishpeming  September 11, 2008 

Superintendent Preparation Series (SUPES) Academy  September 11-12, 2008 

Educational Assessment and Accountability Conference-Grand Rapids  September 16, 2008 

Dropouts: One is Too Many - Wayne  September 18, 2008 

Educational Assessment and Accountability Conference-Lansing  September 18, 2008 

Educational Assessment and Accountability Conference-Bay City  September 22, 2008 

Adaptive Schools  September 24 - November 20, 2008 

Portraits of Achievers: Differentiating Literacy Across the Curriculum  September 25, 2008 

Dropouts: One is Too Many - Saginaw  September 25, 2008 

Educational Assessment and Accountability Conference-Livonia  September 25, 2008 

Other Stuff You Need to Know 
Good Morning OSI!  

Curriculum & Instruction 
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 Quick Links  
 

 State Board of Education 

 MDE Online Services 

 MDE Staff Directory 

 MDE News and Events 

 School Code Master 

 School Report Cards 
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Last week, I had the rewarding opportunity of working with the 
School Improvement Facilitators Network in Traverse City.  This 
dedicated group of intermediate school district educators work 
with their local school districts on school improvement. Linda 
Forward, Diane Joslin-Gould, Reniero Araoz, John Daly, Steve 
Kailin, and Linda Hecker from OSI and AdvancED spent quality 
time working on the Comprehensive Needs Assessment for 
ISDs/RESAs and on the roll out of the School Improvement 
Template that will go live on the AdvancED website in the fall.  Donna Hamilton from the 
Office of Professional Preparation gave an update on professional development and new 
teachers and we also shared information about initiatives in OSI. 
 
Donna, Linda Hecker, and I were honored to be the judges in the “America’s Top Facilitator” 
contest on Wednesday evening.  Jan VanGasse, from Breitung Township Schools/Dickinson-
Iron ISD took the top prize for her keyboard rendition about the Michigan Merit Curriculum, 
while “Survivors from Southwest Michigan” and “The Top Ten Questions Teens are Asking 
About the MMC” by facilitators from Southeast Michigan. The groups were so close we had to 
“ask the audience” to vote!  A great time was had by all! 
 
A panel of facilitators from the various ISDs discussed their experiences as members of the 
mentor teams in high priority schools. They shared how teams used data and together 
worked through the school improvement process and in addition, shared insights about the 
process. 
 
It was a very productive two days working collaborating with this great group of partners. 
We came away with lots of good advice and some ideas for great tools to assist both the 
schools and districts.   
 
 

Enjoy your summer! 
Betty 

Good Morning OSI!  

May 19, 2008 
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