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Michigan Reads! 
The Michigan Department of Education has partnered with the Library of 
Michigan to develop the Michigan Reads! program.  Governor Jennifer 
Granholm has proclaimed the month of September as “Michigan Reads to 
Children” month.  In preparation for September, program kits will be sent to 
each school district administrative office for each public library outlet, Head 
Start Program, Michigan School Readiness Program, public school library 

serving K-2, and tribal library.  The 
kits will include a copy of the 2008 
Michigan Reads! book selection, 
Raccoon Tune, written by Nancy 
Shaw and illustrated by Howard 
Fine.  

The Michigan Reads! kick-off will be 
held at the Target Book Festival at 
Kensington Metropark on  
August 23, 2008 where author, 
Nancy Shaw, will present her stories 
and sign autographs.  The Michigan 
Reads! Program is sponsored by 
Target and co-sponsored by the 
Library of Michigan Foundation.  

Director of the Office of School Improvement 
Betty Underwood has been officially appointed as Director of the Office of School Improvement.  Betty has done 
an exemplary job as the Interim Director for the past year.  We look forward to her continued leadership in our 
statewide initiatives to improve student learning.   
 
Congratulations Betty! 
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Charter School Grant Opportunities 
The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) expects to receive from the 
United States Department of Education a grant award of approximately 
$7,978,981 for use during the 2008-09 school year to strengthen the pool 
of charter school developers in Michigan.  Contingent on final approval of 
funds from USED (expected this month) three types of sub-grants are 
anticipated:   

1. Upon notification during June or July by a qualified Michigan authorizer 
that a development team is engaged in final negotiations of a 
charter contract leading to a Fall 2008 or a Fall 2009 opening, 
those teams will be invited to compete for twelve-month planning 
grants or for twelve-month implementation grants with award dates of 
September 1, 2008.  The competitive grant awards can be for up to 
$160,000 in planning expenses, and successful completion of the 
planning grant qualifies the PSA to apply for further first and second 
year implementation funding of $150,000 annually.   

2. Earlier stage PSA developers planning for a Fall 2010 opening 
will be eligible to compete for eighteen-month planning grants with an 
award date of April 1, 2009.  These competitive grant awards will also 
be up to $160,000 in planning expenses, and successful completion of 
the planning grant, along with acquisition of a charter, will qualify the 
PSA to apply for further first and second year implementation funding 
of $150,000 annually.   

Applications for these eighteen-month competitive 2008-2009 Charter 
School Planning/ Implementation Grants will be posted on the MDE 
Charter Public Schools website during July 2008.  An informational 
meeting for eligible grant applicants will be held during September 
2008.  Please call the Public School Academy number noted below if 
you would like your name added to a list of interested parties who will 
be notified as information becomes available.  The deadline for 
application is January 15, 2009.  The applications will be available and 
must be submitted through the Michigan Electronic Grants System 
(MEGS). 

3.  A portion of the 2008-2009 federal award ($500,000) will be available 
to charter schools that have been in operation for at least three 
(3) consecutive years (i.e., are currently in their fourth year of 
operation, or longer), have not already received a Dissemination 
Grant, and wish to propose activities intended to mentor a 
design team for a PSA that is not yet open.  Grant proposals of up to 
$100,000 will be considered.  

Eligible charter schools have been identified and posted on the MDE 
Charter Public Schools website. Individual information sessions are 
available for eligible applicants as needed and can be scheduled by 
calling the Public School Academy number below.  The deadline for 
application submission is July 10, 2008.  The applications are now 
available and must be submitted through MEGS. 

Questions regarding the Charter School Grant should be directed to Joann Neuroth in the Office of School 
Improvement, Public School Academy Program, at 517-373-4631. 

�  Quick Links  
 
y Tools for Continuous 

School Improvement 

y High School Content 
Expectations (HSCEs) 

y Grade Level Content 
Expectations (GLCEs) 

y MI-Map Toolkit 

Curriculum & Instruction 

Good Morning OSI!  

Other Stuff You Need to Know 

Promising Practices 

Front Page 

Field Services 

Message from the Director 

June 30, 2008 

2

mailto:bowlerr@michigan.gov�
http://www.michigan.gov/charters�
http://megs.mde.state.mi.us/megs/login.asp�
http://megs.mde.state.mi.us/megs/login.asp�
http://megs.mde.state.mi.us/megs/login.asp�
http://megs.mde.state.mi.us/megs/login.asp�
http://www.michigan.gov/charters�
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-28753_38959-137869--,00.html�
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-28753_38959-137869--,00.html�
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-28753_38959-137869--,00.html�
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-28753_38959-137869--,00.html�
http://www.michigan.gov/highschool�
http://www.michigan.gov/highschool�
http://www.michigan.gov/highschool�
http://www.michigan.gov/highschool�
http://www.michigan.gov/glce�
http://www.michigan.gov/glce�
http://www.michigan.gov/glce�
http://www.michigan.gov/glce�
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-28753_33424---,00.html�


Newsletter Contact:  Ruth Bowler  bowlerr@michigan.gov  

 

Draft 2008 Michigan School Report Cards 
The Michigan School Report Card brings together Education YES!, the 
Michigan-based accreditation system, and Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) of 
the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB), which creates Michigan’s school 
accountability system.   

The Draft 2008 Michigan School Report Cards have been made available to 
authorized school officials.  Appeals were accepted for elementary and 
middle schools until May 21, 2008.  Appeals for high schools, K-12 schools, 
alternative schools, special education centers, and districts will be accepted 
until July 18, 2008.   

A school district has the opportunity to 
appeal any data that affect the Education 
YES! letter grade or AYP status of its 
schools if it has evidence that the data may 
be inaccurate.  The Michigan Department 
of Education will do all that it can to correct 
errors that are brought to its attention. The 
purpose of the appeal window is to address 
substantive issues regarding the draft 
School Report Cards. The school district 
must cite specific data that is challenged in 
the appeal.   

The 2007 School Report Cards are currently available to the public.   
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Service-Learning 
Service-learning combines experiential learning with meaningful community 
service.  This learning method is used to teach civic responsibility and 
encourage lifelong civic engagement while strengthening communities.  The 
National Community Service Act of 1990 authorized the Learn and Serve 
America grant program.  Learn and Serve America’s National Service-
Learning Clearinghouse provides a wealth of service-learning resources such 
as “800 Effective Practices”.  Effective practices are listed by topic or group 
and explained in detail as either: 

An idea, 

An implemented program, or 

A research study. 

The Conferences and Events page includes the following Michigan 
conference: 

Connecting Literacy to Service Learning 
Adding Relevance, Transforming Lives  
 

August 25-26, 2008 
Genoa Woods Executive Conference & Banquet Center 
Brighton, Michigan  
 
 

Below are a few newspaper articles about service-learning: 
 
School projects give Wisconsin students skills to compete in the work world  
(Wisconsin State Journal) 

Service Learning Gives High School Students The College Edge  
(The Bulletin: Philadelphia’s Family Newspaper) 

Teacher speaks about ‘service learning’ project 
(Wicked Local-Middleton) 

Children for Children is a New York not-for-profit founded by parents to 
foster community involvement and social responsibility in young people.   
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Near Future  
36th Annual Summer Workshop for Choir Directors and General 
Music Teachers  July 20-23, 2008 

MASSP Principal Boot Camp 2008  July 29-31, 2008 

Michigan Art Education Association Summer Institute  August 3-8, 
2008 

MEMPSA Summer Leadership Institute  August 5-6, 2008 

Leadership For Achievement  August 6-8, 2008 

Michigan Teaching for Learning Institute  August 11-13, 2008 

State Board of Education Meeting  August 12, 2008 

Superintendent Preparation Series (SUPES) Academy  August 14-15 

Educational Assessment and Accountability Conference-Marquette  
August 21, 2008 

Mid-Michigan Cultures of Thinking Collaborative’s Conference   
August 24-26, 2008 

Educational Assessment and Accountability Conference-Sterling 
Heights  August 26, 2008 

Arts First! Professional Development for Arts Educators  August 27, 2008 

Distant Future 

Dropouts: One is Too Many - Traverse City  September 4, 2008 

State Board of Education Meeting  September 9, 2008 

Dropouts: One is Too Many - Ishpeming  September 11, 2008 

Superintendent Preparation Series (SUPES) Academy  September 11-12 

Educational Assessment and Accountability Conference-Grand Rapids  
September 16, 2008 

Dropouts: One is Too Many - Wayne  September 18, 2008 

Educational Assessment and Accountability Conference-Lansing  September 18, 2008 

MAS/FPS Principals Boot Camp-South Redford  September 18, 2008 

Educational Assessment and Accountability Conference-Bay City  September 22, 2008 

MAS/FPS Principals Boot Camp-Kent ISD  September 24, 2008 

Adaptive Schools  September 24 - November 20, 2008 

MAS/FPS Principals Boot Camp-Ingham ISD  September 25, 2008 

Portraits of Achievers: Differentiating Literacy Across the Curriculum  September 25, 2008 

Dropouts: One is Too Many - Saginaw  September 25, 2008 

Educational Assessment and Accountability Conference-Livonia  September 25, 2008 
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I am very pleased to have been given the 
opportunity to lead the Office of School 
Improvement as the director.  I appreciate all of 
the support that I have had from everyone 
inside of MDE and from the field as I have transitioned into this 
position. I couldn’t have done it without all of you! 
The State Board of Education’s Strategic Goal is to... 

“Sustain substantial and meaningful improvement in 
academic achievement for students/children with primary 
emphasis on high priority schools and students.” 

OSI works toward that goal.  As I have learned about the initiatives 
going on, I have set several personal goals for the coming year: 

� Provide consistent communication from OSI 
� Collaborate with partners in the field 
� Visit schools  
� Support OSI staff as they work to accomplish our goals 
� Collaborate with other offices 

I look forward to another productive year working with all of you. 
 
Betty 

 

Good Morning OSI!  

May 19, 2008 
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