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Michigan Dream Team for Education 
Leaders Institute 
The National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) has announced that Michigan is 
one of five multidisciplinary “dream teams” to receive NEA support to 
participate in the second Education Leaders Institute (ELI) to be held  
July 15-17, 2008 in Chicago.  

Michigan’s ELI Team is led by Dr. Sally Vaughn, the Michigan Department of 
Education’s Deputy Superintendent/Chief Academic Officer.  The Michigan 
team will build on the state’s Michigan Merit Curriculum that includes a  
one-credit minimum graduation requirement for all students in the visual, 
performing, and applied arts focused on the complete artistic/creative 
process. 

“Research continues to confirm the importance of the arts and creativity in 
engaging diverse learners in powerful ways and developing skills that prepare 
students for the 21st century’s creative economy,” Dr. Vaughn said. 

The Michigan Team invited to participate in ELI is comprised of: 

• Dr. Sally Vaughn, Michigan Department of Education 
• John Bracey, Michigan Council for the Arts and Cultural Affairs 
• Cindy Ornstein, ArtServe Michigan 
• Bob Harris, Michigan Education Association 
• Steve Hamp, Cultural Alliance of Southeastern Michigan 
• Ana Cardona, Consultant for Arts Education,  

Michigan Department of Education  

Michigan Approved for Growth Model Pilot 
In an effort to improve the implementation of the federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act, the U.S. Department 
of Education approved Michigan and 9 other states to participate in a Growth Model pilot which will consider 
academic growth to determine Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP).     

“This will help recognize the hard work being done in schools where the students may not be reaching the 
required proficiency levels on our state MEAP and MI-Access tests, but are making significant educational 
progress every year,” said state Superintendent of Public Instruction Mike Flanagan. 

Three key features of Michigan’s model include: 

• Using performance level change (first reported for fall 2007) to track students performance from year to 
year; 

• Measuring whether students who are not yet proficient are “on track” to becoming proficient within three 
years; and 

• Determining that if students are “on track” toward becoming proficient within three years, those students 
will count toward schools making AYP even if they are not yet proficient. 

The Michigan Department of Education will add the “on track” students into the AYP calculation system over the 
next several weeks to create final AYP determinations.  This will result in a modest number of schools that 
originally had not made AYP ultimately making AYP in the final determination. 
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2008 Homeless Education Conference 
Registration is now open for the 2008 Homeless Education Conference.  The 
two-day conference will be held at the Kellogg Center at Michigan State 
University in East Lansing, on September 15 & 16, 2008.  Breakout session 
topics will include Early Childhood and Head Start, McKinney-Vento 101 and 
201, Foster Care, Transportation, Title I, and Unaccompanied Youth. 

SB-CEUs will be available to conference attendees.  

Those encouraged to attend include Homeless Liaisons, Grant Coordinators, 
Superintendents, Counselors, Transportation Directors, Free Lunch Directors, 
and Support Staff. 

Seats are limited and the registration deadline is August 29, 2008, so register 
now!  

The Homeless Education Recognition Dinner will be held on Monday, 
September 15, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  If you know of an individual or group 
that should be recognized for the work they have done for children and youth 
experiencing homelessness, use the Homeless Education Recognition Dinner 
Nomination Form to submit a nomination.  The deadline for submissions is 
August 22, 2008.   

  Quick Links  
 
 Tools for Continuous 
School Improvement 

 High School Content 
Expectations (HSCEs) 

 Grade Level Content 
Expectations (GLCEs) 

 MI-Map Toolkit 
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You try to study when you 
don’t know where you’re 

sleeping tonight. 

Personal Curriculum Webinar 
PowerPoints 
 
The PowerPoint presentations used for the Personal 
Curriculum Webinars are now available online.  Here 
are the direct links to the presentations: 
 

• Personal Curriculum: Accelerated Learning 
• Personal Curriculum: School Counselors Role 

and Post-Secondary Planning 
• Personal Curriculum: Providing ALL Students a 

21st Century Mathematics Education 
• Personal Curriculum: Nuts & Bolts 
• Personal Curriculum: Students with Disabilities 
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Class Size Reduction 
 
At a recent Michigan School Business Officials (MSBO) meeting, the topic of 
funding for class size reduction (CSR) was addressed.  There may have been 
some incomplete information shared at that meeting and we would like to 
clarify the department’s position. 
 
There are 6 criteria for funding of class size reduction using state or federal 
grant funds: 
 

1. CSR must be based on a comprehensive needs assessment. 
2. CSR must reduce class size to 17 students or fewer. 
3. CSR can be funded in grades K-3. 
4. Classes must be taught by highly qualified teachers who have 

adjusted teaching strategies to fit reduced class size. 
5. CSR must be delivered to at-risk populations of students. 
6. The CSR initiative must be sustained for the student cohort for at least 

2 years. 
 

Visit the Office of School Improvement’s Class Size Reduction webpage for 
the expanded criteria and a comprehensive set of frequently asked questions 
and answers. Please follow the details in this document and share it with your 
business officers if they have questions.  
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  Quick Links  
 
• Spring Workshop Materials 

• Program Allocations 

• Technical Assistance Video 
Updates 

• Schoolwide Facilitators 

• School Report Cards 

Title I Accountability Grant Request for Proposals 
The Michigan Department of Education is pleased to announce a Title I Accountability Competitive Grant 
opportunity of approximately $4.2 million to expand and enhance Michigan’s current Statewide System of 
Support for Title I Schools.  Eligible applicants include  Intermediate School Districts (ISDs), Regional Education 
Service Agencies (RESAs), or  organizations representing ISDs/RESAs.  The opportunity also applies to Michigan 
colleges and universities with teacher training accreditation programs.  The grant recipient will partner with MDE 
to provide technical support to Title I high priority (HP) schools. 
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Universal Design for Learning 

Universal Design, also known as barrier-free or accessible design, is a term 
originally used in architecture and interior design.  It refers to the concept of 
designing spaces and products for use by everyone in a broad and seamless 
way.   

The same concept can be applied to education.  Universal Design for 
Learning (UDL) encompasses instructional methods which are designed for a 
wide variety of learners.  The National Universal Design for Learning Task 
Force developed the following UDL principles: 

• Provide multiple and flexible methods of presentation to give 
students with diverse learning styles various ways of acquiring 
information and knowledge. 

 
• Provide multiple and flexible means of expression to provide diverse 

students with alternatives for demonstrating what they have learned.  
 
• Provide multiple and flexible means of engagement to tap into 

diverse learners' interests, challenge them appropriately, and 
motivate them to learn. 
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• CAST.org 

• Michigan LearnPort 

• ASSIST for Teachers 

• MI Grants Available 

• Michigan Edu Source 
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Near Future  
36th Annual Summer Workshop for Choir Directors and General 
Music Teachers  July 20-23, 2008 

MASSP Principal Boot Camp 2008  July 29-31, 2008 

Michigan Art Education Association Summer Institute  August 3-8, 
2008 

MEMPSA Summer Leadership Institute  August 5-6, 2008 

Leadership For Achievement  August 6-8, 2008 

Michigan Teaching for Learning Institute  August 11-13, 2008 

State Board of Education Meeting  August 12, 2008 

Superintendent Preparation Series (SUPES) Academy  August 14-15 

Educational Assessment and Accountability Conference-Marquette  
August 21, 2008 

Mid-Michigan Cultures of Thinking Collaborative’s Conference   
August 24-26, 2008 

Educational Assessment and Accountability Conference-Sterling 
Heights  August 26, 2008 

Arts First! Professional Development for Arts Educators  August 27, 2008 

Distant Future 

Dropouts: One is Too Many - Traverse City  September 4, 2008 

State Board of Education Meeting  September 9, 2008 

Dropouts: One is Too Many - Ishpeming  September 11, 2008 

Superintendent Preparation Series (SUPES) Academy  September 11-12 

Educational Assessment and Accountability Conference-Grand Rapids  September 16, 2008 

Dropouts: One is Too Many - Wayne  September 18, 2008 

Educational Assessment and Accountability Conference-Lansing  September 18, 2008 

MAS/FPS Principals Boot Camp-South Redford  September 18, 2008 

Educational Assessment and Accountability Conference-Bay City  September 22, 2008 

MAS/FPS Principals Boot Camp-Kent ISD  September 24, 2008 

Adaptive Schools  September 24 - November 20, 2008 

MAS/FPS Principals Boot Camp-Ingham ISD  September 25, 2008 

Portraits of Achievers: Differentiating Literacy Across the Curriculum  September 25, 2008 

Dropouts: One is Too Many - Saginaw  September 25, 2008 

Educational Assessment and Accountability Conference-Livonia  September 25, 2008 

Other Stuff You Need to Know 
Good Morning OSI!  

Curriculum & Instruction 

Field Services 

Front Page 

Promising Practices 

Message from the Director 
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 Quick Links  
 

 State Board of Education 

 MDE Online Services 

 MDE Staff Directory 

 MDE News and Events 

 School Code Master 

 School Report Cards 
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Reminder:   Teaching for Learning Institute 
      August 11-13, 2008, Lansing Center 
The 2008 Michigan Teaching For Learning Institute is designed to accelerate 
the achievement of all students by examining the beliefs and practices of 
educators. Participants will study comprehensive sets of data and apply 
research on current instructional practice by exploring strategies that 
influence teaching and learning.  We encourage you to bring teams. 
 
The morning of August 11 consists of group data meetings followed in the afternoon by a preview of online 
School Improvement plan template and tools. 
 
August 12 begins with the choice of an opening keynote delivered by Dr. Patricia Mathes, who will provide an 
update on research findings since the National Reading Panel report, or Jamie Robert Vollmer, whose topic is 
Welcome to the Conversation: Increasing Community Support for Public Schools. 
 
The remainder of the two days provides Michigan educators with the unique opportunity to participate in an 
institute strand that is designed for in depth study and application of the selected topic. The strands are: 
 

 Effective Reading Instruction 

 Word Study 

 Reading Interventions 

 Reading Comprehension 

 Academic Language 

 Reading and Writing Connection 

 English Language Learners 
 
 
Participants, representing various educator roles within each strand, will create a system of instructional support 
to accelerate the progress of EVERY student in Michigan schools. Imagine the Possibilities by being part of the 
2008 Michigan Teaching For Learning Institute.   To register, go to www.gomiem.org. 
 
 
Ruth Bowler will be leaving the Michigan Department of Education on July 24th .  She and her 
husband, Beau will be moving to South Carolina, where Beau will be pursuing a law career.  As you 
know, Ruth has been the architect behind Good Morning OSI for the past three years, communicating 
important information to the field.  In addition, Ruth has worked within the office to provide data 
regarding AYP and High Priority Schools.  Thank you, Ruth!  
Please join me in wishing Ruth all the very best as she starts on   
her new journey. 

Betty 

Good Morning OSI!  

May 19, 2008 

Curriculum & Instruction 

Field Services 

Other Stuff You Need to Know 

Promising Practices 

Front Page 

Message from the Director July 14, 2008 

 Social Studies Expectations 

 Mathematics 

 An Audit Opportunity 

 Tiered Interventions 

 Differentiating Teaching and Learning 
through the Arts 

 Adolescent Literacy 
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