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• Participation and Supported 

Independence
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Grades 3-8
Accessing Print & Mathematics

Grades 4 & 7
Expressing Ideas

Grades 5 & 8
Science

Grades 3-8
Accessing Print & Mathematics

Grades 4 & 7
Expressing Ideas

Grades 5 & 8
Science

October 12 – November 20October 12 – November 20

Fall Assessment WindowFall Assessment Window



MI-Access Grade 11
Assessed in Spring 2010
February 15-March 31, 2010

MI-Access Grade 11
Assessed in Spring 2010
February 15-March 31, 2010

Spring Assessment WindowSpring Assessment Window



Populations assessed:

• Participation

• Supported Independence 

• Functional Independence

Populations assessed:

• Participation

• Supported Independence 

• Functional Independence

MI-Access AssessmentsMI-Access Assessments



Participation and 
Supported 

Independence

Participation and 
Supported 

Independence



Participation and 
Supported Independence
Participation and 
Supported Independence

Student Populations
Assessment Booklets
Content Areas
Item Formats
Scoring Rubrics

Student Populations
Assessment Booklets
Content Areas
Item Formats
Scoring Rubrics



Participation

Students who have, or function as if 
they have, severe or profound 
cognitive impairment

Participation

Students who have, or function as if 
they have, severe or profound 
cognitive impairment

Participation and     
Supported Independence
Participation and     
Supported Independence



Participation
Expected to require extensive 

ongoing support in adulthood and 
may have significant cognitive 
and/or physical impairments that 
limit their ability to generalize or 
transfer learning

Participation
Expected to require extensive 

ongoing support in adulthood and 
may have significant cognitive 
and/or physical impairments that 
limit their ability to generalize or 
transfer learning

Participation and     
Supported Independence
Participation and     
Supported Independence



Participation
Dependent on others for most, if not 

all, daily living needs 

Participation
Dependent on others for most, if not 

all, daily living needs 

Participation and     
Supported Independence
Participation and     
Supported Independence



Participation
The instructional approach for these 

students targets opportunities for 
them to integrate into age-
appropriate tasks, activities 
related to daily living skills, and 
academic content

Participation
The instructional approach for these 

students targets opportunities for 
them to integrate into age-
appropriate tasks, activities 
related to daily living skills, and 
academic content

Participation and     
Supported Independence
Participation and     
Supported Independence



Supported Independence

Students who have, or function as if they 
have moderate cognitive impairment        

Will require ongoing support in major life 
roles and may have cognitive and/or 
physical impairments that limit their 
ability to generalize or transfer learning

Supported Independence

Students who have, or function as if they 
have moderate cognitive impairment        

Will require ongoing support in major life 
roles and may have cognitive and/or 
physical impairments that limit their 
ability to generalize or transfer learning

Participation and     
Supported Independence
Participation and     
Supported Independence



Supported Independence
Instructional approach is direct, in context, 

and targeted toward specific, essential 
independent living and academic skills

Working toward mastering daily living and 
employment routines and an acceptable 
level of independent living

Supported Independence
Instructional approach is direct, in context, 

and targeted toward specific, essential 
independent living and academic skills

Working toward mastering daily living and 
employment routines and an acceptable 
level of independent living

Participation and     
Supported Independence
Participation and     
Supported Independence



Combined booklets for ELA, 
mathematics and science

• Participation is right side-up

• Supported Independence is 
upside down

Combined booklets for ELA, 
mathematics and science

• Participation is right side-up

• Supported Independence is 
upside down

P/SI BookletsP/SI Booklets



Item Types and FormatsItem Types and Formats

• Selected Response (multiple choice)

SI: 3 choices-graphics
P: 2 choices-graphics

• Activity-based Observation Item

Paper and pencil tests are not 
appropriate

• Selected Response (multiple choice)

SI: 3 choices-graphics
P: 2 choices-graphics

• Activity-based Observation Item

Paper and pencil tests are not 
appropriate



MI-Access Assessment PlansMI-Access Assessment Plans

P/SI Assessment Development 
Sample Items

Assessment Plan Writing Team 
(APWT) members lists

Blueprints

www.michigan.gov/mi-access 

P/SI Assessment Development 
Sample Items

Assessment Plan Writing Team 
(APWT) members lists

Blueprints

www.michigan.gov/mi-access 



Item DevelopmentItem Development

All items
aligned to EGLCE/EHSCE/EB
coded to adult life contexts

Science
related to key concepts
related to real-world contexts

All items
aligned to EGLCE/EHSCE/EB
coded to adult life contexts

Science
related to key concepts
related to real-world contexts



Sample Participation ItemSample Participation Item

Which animal lives in water?Which animal lives in water?

AA

BB



Picture CardsPicture Cards

mouse



Sample SI ItemSample SI Item

Which animal is a reptile?Which animal is a reptile?

AA

BB

CC

turtleturtle

frogfrog

mousemouse



Picture CardsPicture Cards

mouse



ONE set of picture cards will be 
shipped to each Assessment 
Administrator based on: 
• Assessment type 

(Participation or Supported 
Independence)

• Grades being assessed

ONE set of picture cards will be 
shipped to each Assessment 
Administrator based on: 
• Assessment type 

(Participation or Supported 
Independence)

• Grades being assessed

Selected-responseSelected-response



1. Not practical for students to look 
at pictures in an assessment 
booklet.

1. Not practical for students to look 
at pictures in an assessment 
booklet.

Two reasons for picture cards:Two reasons for picture cards:

Selected-responseSelected-response



2. Selected-response items have to 
be presented twice – each time in 
a different order.

2. Selected-response items have to 
be presented twice – each time in 
a different order.

Two reasons for picture cards:Two reasons for picture cards:

Selected-responseSelected-response





Assessment administrators need 
to use whatever they typically 
use during instruction in the 
format most familiar to the 
student

Assessment administrators need 
to use whatever they typically 
use during instruction in the 
format most familiar to the 
student

Activity-based ObservationActivity-based Observation



Activity-based 
Observation Items
Activity-based 
Observation Items

Assessment administrators will 
provide THEIR OWN picture 
cards IF they are typically 
used during the activity or 
routine where the item is 
being administered

Assessment administrators will 
provide THEIR OWN picture 
cards IF they are typically 
used during the activity or 
routine where the item is 
being administered



Sample 
Participation Item
Sample 
Participation Item

Activity: The student will correctly identify 
body parts during a familiar dressing 
routine and when given directions (e.g., 
“Show me where mittens are worn”, or 
“Tell me on which part of the body mittens 
go”).

Scoring Focus: Identifying body parts

Activity: The student will correctly identify 
body parts during a familiar dressing 
routine and when given directions (e.g., 
“Show me where mittens are worn”, or 
“Tell me on which part of the body mittens 
go”).

Scoring Focus: Identifying body parts



Participation 
Scoring Rubric
Participation 
Scoring Rubric

Score Point Definition

3 Responds correctly with no assessment administrator assistance

2 Responds correctly after assessment administrator provides
verbal/physical cues

1 Responds correctly after assessment administrator provides modeling, 
short of hand-over-hand assistance

Condition Codes - All condition codes result in no points.
A Incorrect response
B Resists/refuses
C Assessment administrator provides hand-over-hand assistance and/or step-by-step directions



SI Scoring RubricSI Scoring Rubric

Score Point Definition

2 Responds correctly with no assessment administrator assistance

1
Responds correctly after assessment administrator provides

verbal/physical cues

Condition Codes - All condition codes result in no points.
A Incorrect response
B  Resists/refuses
C Assessment administrator provides hand-over-hand assistance and/or step-by-step directions 



Online Learning ProgramOnline Learning Program

MI-Access Participation and 
Supported Independence 
Scoring Rubrics Online 
Learning Program

www.mi-access.info

MI-Access Participation and 
Supported Independence 
Scoring Rubrics Online 
Learning Program

www.mi-access.info







Participation 
and Supported 
Independence

Color Coordination by Assessment

Participation 
and Supported 
Independence

Color Coordination by Assessment



ParticipationParticipation
• ELA and mathematics = blue• ELA and mathematics = blue



• Science = pink• Science = pink
ParticipationParticipation



• ELA and mathematics = green• ELA and mathematics = green

Supported 
Independence
Supported 
Independence



• Science = red• Science = red

Supported 
Independence
Supported 
Independence



Functional 
Independence

Functional 
Independence



• For those students who have, 
or function as if they have

• Mild Cognitive Impairment

• For those students who have, 
or function as if they have

• Mild Cognitive Impairment

Functional Independence 
Assessments
Functional Independence 
Assessments



• English Language Arts is now:
Accessing Print
Expressing Ideas

• Mathematics

• Science

• English Language Arts is now:
Accessing Print
Expressing Ideas

• Mathematics

• Science

Functional Independence 
Assessments
Functional Independence 
Assessments



• Word Recognition

• Text 
Comprehension

• Word Recognition

• Text 
Comprehension

FI Accessing Print 
Assessments
FI Accessing Print 
Assessments



• Expressing Ideas• Expressing Ideas

FI Expressing Ideas 
Assessments
FI Expressing Ideas 
Assessments



• Data and Probability
• Geometry
• Measurement
• Numbers and 

Operations 
• Algebra 

• Data and Probability
• Geometry
• Measurement
• Numbers and 

Operations 
• Algebra 

FI Mathematics 
Assessments
FI Mathematics 
Assessments



• Constructing New 
Scientific 
Knowledge

• Reflecting on 
Scientific 
Knowledge

• Using Life Science 
Knowledge

• Constructing New 
Scientific 
Knowledge

• Reflecting on 
Scientific 
Knowledge

• Using Life Science 
Knowledge

FI Science 
Assessments
FI Science 
Assessments



• Using Earth Science 
Knowledge

• Using Physical 
Science Knowledge

• Using Earth Science 
Knowledge

• Using Physical 
Science Knowledge

FI Science 
Assessments
FI Science 
Assessments



•Core items count towards 
the student’s score

•Embedded items are for 
field testing ONLY

•Core items count towards 
the student’s score

•Embedded items are for 
field testing ONLY

Functional Independence 
Assessments
Functional Independence 
Assessments



•Use multiple-choice item 
format ONLY, except for 
Expressing Ideas at 
grades 4, 7, and 11

•Use multiple-choice item 
format ONLY, except for 
Expressing Ideas at 
grades 4, 7, and 11

Functional Independence 
Assessments
Functional Independence 
Assessments



Administering the 
MI-Access
Functional 

Independence 
Assessments

Administering the 
MI-Access
Functional 

Independence 
Assessments



Coordinator and Assessment  
Administrator Manual
Coordinator and Assessment  
Administrator Manual



• Read the manual so 
students have every 
opportunity to participate 
fully in MI-Access.

• Read the manual so 
students have every 
opportunity to participate 
fully in MI-Access.



• Assessment administrators 
have scripts in the manual 
for each content area that 
MUST be followed during 
assessment administration.

• Assessment administrators 
have scripts in the manual 
for each content area that 
MUST be followed during 
assessment administration.



• Should become familiar 
with scripts ahead of time

• Will need to fill in 
assessment booklet page 
numbers in the script

• Should become familiar 
with scripts ahead of time

• Will need to fill in 
assessment booklet page 
numbers in the script



• Decide on a student-by-
student basis if assessments  
will be administered 
individually or in a group.

• Decide on a student-by-
student basis if assessments  
will be administered 
individually or in a group.



• Be familiar with each 
student’s IEP to make sure 
necessary assessment 
accommodations are 
available.

• Be familiar with each 
student’s IEP to make sure 
necessary assessment 
accommodations are 
available.



Read sections:Read sections:

• “Assessment Accommodation
Summary Table” on the 
MI-Access web site

• “Assessment Accommodation
Summary Table” on the 
MI-Access web site

• “MI-Access assessment 
accommodations” in the manual

• “MI-Access assessment 
accommodations” in the manual



Must be documented in a 
student’s IEP and routinely 
used during classroom 
instruction.

• Braille
• Enlarged Print
• Audio versions (CD only)

Must be documented in a 
student’s IEP and routinely 
used during classroom 
instruction.

• Braille
• Enlarged Print
• Audio versions (CD only)

Accommodated VersionsAccommodated Versions



• Inform IEP Teams where they 
can go to get more information 
about accommodations for MI-
Access.

• Inform IEP Teams where they 
can go to get more information 
about accommodations for MI-
Access.



• Readers currently can 
ONLY be used in one-on-
one assessment situations; 
currently considering small 
group administration.

• Readers currently can 
ONLY be used in one-on-
one assessment situations; 
currently considering small 
group administration.



• NO time limit – Use own 
judgment on time allowed 
and how much to 
administer in one sitting.

• NO time limit – Use own 
judgment on time allowed 
and how much to 
administer in one sitting.



Optional MaterialsOptional Materials

• Mathematics: coins, bills, 
clocks, calendars, meters, etc. 

• Science: sand, water, flashlight, 
musical instruments, etc.

• Mathematics: coins, bills, 
clocks, calendars, meters, etc. 

• Science: sand, water, flashlight, 
musical instruments, etc.



Do Not Read 
Aloud Items
Do Not Read 
Aloud Items



Do Not Read Aloud ItemsDo Not Read Aloud Items

• Accessing Print Word 
Recognition answer choices

• Pictures/graphics not 
accompanied by words or 
labels

• Accessing Print Word 
Recognition answer choices

• Pictures/graphics not 
accompanied by words or 
labels



Do Not Read Aloud ItemsDo Not Read Aloud Items

Mathematics items include:

- Money items – where coins
or bill can’t be named

- Base 10 block items – can’t 
read keys and answer choices

Mathematics items include:

- Money items – where coins
or bill can’t be named

- Base 10 block items – can’t 
read keys and answer choices



Do Not Read Aloud ItemsDo Not Read Aloud Items

Science 

- Some picture answer 
choices can’t be named 
because it would give answer 
away

Science 

- Some picture answer 
choices can’t be named 
because it would give answer 
away



Do Not Read Aloud ItemsDo Not Read Aloud Items

Continuing this year…

- “Do NOT Read Aloud” table 
included in front of EVERY 
assessment booklet 

- Use table to mark booklets

Continuing this year…

- “Do NOT Read Aloud” table 
included in front of EVERY 
assessment booklet 

- Use table to mark booklets



Do Not Read Aloud ItemsDo Not Read Aloud Items

- Review Appendix B in manual 
describing types of items that 
shouldn’t be read aloud

- Review Appendix B in manual 
describing types of items that 
shouldn’t be read aloud



Assessment 
Accommodations 

Assessment 
Accommodations 



ALL MI-Access assessments 
designed using universal 
design principles to be as 
accessible as possible to ALL 
students with disabilities.

ALL MI-Access assessments 
designed using universal 
design principles to be as 
accessible as possible to ALL 
students with disabilities.



• Selected-response items use 
PICTURE answer choices or 
PICTURES PAIRED WITH 
WORDS to improve access

• Selected-response items use 
PICTURE answer choices or 
PICTURES PAIRED WITH 
WORDS to improve access

Participation and     
Supported Independence
Participation and     
Supported Independence



• Accessing Print passages 
designed to be appropriate for 
age/interest levels of students 
being assessed

• Accessing Print passages 
designed to be appropriate for 
age/interest levels of students 
being assessed

Functional IndependenceFunctional Independence



• Most students should be able 
to read passages

• If a student accesses print 
through a reader, it is 
considered a standard 
accommodation

• Most students should be able 
to read passages

• If a student accesses print 
through a reader, it is 
considered a standard 
accommodation

Functional IndependenceFunctional Independence



• If accommodations are still needed, 
review the following:

−Section on MI-Access assessment 
accommodations in the manual

−Assessment Accommodations 
Summary Table on MI-Access 
Web page under “IEP Team 
Information” section.

• If accommodations are still needed, 
review the following:

−Section on MI-Access assessment 
accommodations in the manual

−Assessment Accommodations 
Summary Table on MI-Access 
Web page under “IEP Team 
Information” section.

Functional IndependenceFunctional Independence



• MI-Access information and materials
−www.michigan.gov/mi-access                  
− (P/SI Section)

−www.mi-access.info

• Administration manuals                
• Handbooks
• Extended Grade Level Content 

Expectations/Benchmarks
• Science Artwork

• MI-Access information and materials
−www.michigan.gov/mi-access                  
− (P/SI Section)

−www.mi-access.info

• Administration manuals                
• Handbooks
• Extended Grade Level Content 

Expectations/Benchmarks
• Science Artwork

ResourcesResources





ReportsReports

• Green Option (default)
– Parent reports
– Individual Student Reports
– Student Labels
– Expressing Ideas CDs

• Green Option (default)
– Parent reports
– Individual Student Reports
– Student Labels
– Expressing Ideas CDs



ReportsReports
• School Item Analysis Report
• Class Roster
• School Roster 
• District Roster
• School Summary Report
• School Demographic Report
• District Summary Report
• District Demographic
• District Item Analysis
• District Comprehensive

• School Item Analysis Report
• Class Roster
• School Roster 
• District Roster
• School Summary Report
• School Demographic Report
• District Summary Report
• District Demographic
• District Item Analysis
• District Comprehensive



Individual Student ReportsIndividual Student Reports

Student 
demographic 
information

Student 
performance 

summary

Earned/points 
possible by 

component or 
strand

Individual item 
analysis for 

released items



FI Science ISR ReportFI Science ISR Report



P/SI Parent ReportsP/SI Parent Reports

Page 1 shows 
student’s earned 

points and 
performance 

level for current 
year.



RostersRostersShow number 
assessed and mean 
scale score or mean 

earned points

List results by student 



Supported Independence District 
Summary Report: ELA
Supported Independence District 
Summary Report: ELA

Shows # and % of 
students that earned 
each earned points 

total



District Item AnalysisDistrict Item Analysis

Shows # and % of students who selected each answer 
choice for each released Word Recognition and Text 

Comprehension item



RemindersReminders
• Read the Coordinator and 

Administrator Manual
• Verify information in the 

Educational Entity Master (EEM)
• Be familiar with accommodations
• FI students answer in test 

booklets; assessment 
administrators bubble in

• Read the Coordinator and 
Administrator Manual

• Verify information in the 
Educational Entity Master (EEM)

• Be familiar with accommodations
• FI students answer in test 

booklets; assessment 
administrators bubble in



RemindersReminders
• Apply Pre-ID Labels to answer docs

• Inventory Materials when received

• Consider early returns (by 11-13-09)

• Security Compliance forms stay in 
district

• Tested Roster!

• Apply Pre-ID Labels to answer docs

• Inventory Materials when received

• Consider early returns (by 11-13-09)

• Security Compliance forms stay in 
district

• Tested Roster!



Contact InformationContact Information
• Hotline: 888-382-4246

• MI-Access@questarai.com

• Linda Howley (517) 241-2525

HowleyL@michigan.gov

• Dan Evans (517) 335-1165

EvansD2@michigan.gov

• Hotline: 888-382-4246

• MI-Access@questarai.com

• Linda Howley (517) 241-2525

HowleyL@michigan.gov

• Dan Evans (517) 335-1165

EvansD2@michigan.gov



• MI-Access survey following 
assessment window

• Good Luck!

• MI-Access survey following 
assessment window

• Good Luck!

Thank You!Thank You!
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