January 2009
                    Monthly Update:  Office of Drug Control Policy—Education Section
        

Safe & Drug Free School Coordinators:

In an effort to keep SDFS coordinators informed, ODCP provides monthly updates.  To view archived updates, please visit the ODCP website and click on Monthly Updates to Schools.
ODCP Website  www.michigan.gov/odcp,  then click on the ‘Education’ link.
SDFS Deadlines  

· None at this time.

ODCP Update

Don Allen, Director of the Office of Drug Control Policy, was recently appointed by Governor Granholm to become Ingham County’s 55th District Court Judge.  The Governor appointed Mr. Allen to fill the vacancy created when Judge Rosemarie Aquilina was elected judge of the 30th Circuit Court. His appointment began on January 1, 2009.

Jill Byelich has returned to the ODCP in December 2008 and we’re happy she’s back. Jill is currently assigned to handling technical responsibilities of the MEGS and CMS systems, ensuring audit compliance by the ODCP and recipients, fiscal monitoring and other related projects. Therefore the current grant assignment list will remain the same.

Jamie Nixon has accepted another position with the Department of Human Services in Hastings. Her last day is January 23rd, and we will really miss her.
MiPHY Survey

As you begin planning for the 2009-2010 Safe & Drug Free School application criteria, please keep in mind that the Michigan Profile for Healthy Youth Survey (MiPHY) can be used for the Needs Assessment portion of the grant. In fact, the ODCP will accept the MiPHY survey data only, which means that no other data is required to be collected or reported. The MiPHY survey is an online, anonymous student survey and reports in aggregate form for local districts. The survey is a biennial survey designed to assess risk behaviors and risk and protective factors in grades 7, 9, and 11.  MiPHY information can be accessed at www.michigan.gov/miphy and will be available in October 2009. Please consider this survey for your future needs.
MEGS Training

In our continued effort to assist schools in completing the Safe & Drug Free School application in the MEGS system, the ODCP would like to know if you need MEGS training. Please email Doug Sheldon, at sheldond@michigan.gov to express your training needs.

2007-08 Carryover Funds

FYI: Schools/ISDs have submitted the 2007-08 Final Expenditure Report through the CMS system. Based on the CMS approval process, the unexpended 2007-08 funds will be automatically transferred into the 2008-09 SDFS application in MEGS. These carryover funds will appear on the Budget Summary page (lower left hand corner) and will be incorporated into the original budget (no separate carry over budget will appear).  In order to access these funds, you will need to process an amendment to your current application and revised your Budget Detail page to incorporate the additional funds.  Note: If more than 25% of the 2007-08 allocation is being carried over into the 2008-09 budget, you will need to complete the Carryover Budget Justification which will automatically appear in your MEGS application. 
ODCP Draft Strategic Plan Survey
The Office of Drug Control Policy would like to thank each of you who have already completed the ODCP Strategic Plan survey. We have had a great response to the survey, including many helpful suggestions. It has been brought to our attention that some of you have not been able to complete the survey but would still like to. Therefore the Office of Drug Control Policy will be extending the survey deadline date to Friday, January 23rd. Please use this link to respond to the survey. http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2941_4871-203842--,00.html.  Again, for those of you who have already completed the survey we thank you for your response and ask that you please disregard this message.  
National News

NATIONAL CENTER ON ADDICTION AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE REPORT IDENTIFIES FOUR CHARACTERISTICS OF "PROBLEM PARENTS" 
CASA Report Identifies Four Characteristics of “Problem Parents” 
“Although virtually all mothers and fathers are concerned about the challenges of raising their kids in today’s world, many fail to take essential actions to prevent their kids from smoking, drinking or using drugs,” according to a report from the National Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse at Columbia University (CASA). Using data from a telephone survey of teens and parents, CASA defines “problem parents” as those who fail to 1) monitor their children’s school night activities; 2) safeguard prescription drugs in the home; 3) address the problem of drugs in schools; and 4) set a good example.  Read the full report online at http://www.casacolumbia.org/articlefiles/380-2008%20Teen%20Survey%20Report.pdf.

U.S. ED's OSDFS ANNOUNCES SAFE SCHOOLS/HEALTHY STUDENTS INITIATIVE GRANT COMPETITION 
The Notice inviting applications for the Safe Schools/Healthy Students Initiative (CFDA No. 84.184L) competition came out Tuesday, December 30, 2008, in the Federal Register.  The Program Announcement, Application Instructions and Forms will be available on Monday, January 5, 2009.  
The Safe Schools/Healthy Students program is supported by the U.S. Departments of Education, Health and Human Services, and Justice. The program supports the implementation and enhancement of integrated, comprehensive community-wide plans that create safe and drug-free schools and promote healthy childhood development. Eligible applicants are local educational agencies only. Applications are due March 4, 2009.  For complete information, check the following websites: 
http://www.ed.gov/programs/dvpsafeschools/applicant.html 
http://www.sshs.samhsa.gov/apply/default.aspx 
http://www.grants.gov 
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