15th Annual MITES Auto Contest A Success!
Gene Pierce and Lowell Kage
With fifteen students from four schools, the MITES Automotive contest was initiated in 1995 in the auto shop at Northwestern Michigan College.  Fifteen years later, the contest has developed into the largest high school automotive competition in the state!

The 2010 MITES Automotive contest was held at the Tuscola Technology Center in Caro, Michigan on April 30th.  Ninety-six students from twenty-four schools participated in this event.  While the automotive competition is the focus of the day, several other features add to the value of this event.

Two different contests are conducted at this event.  The Automotive Quick Service contest is designed for first year students and focuses on those technical skills for entry level positions.  Students are tested at the following stations:  Safety Inspection, Tool Identification, Fastener Identification/Use, Written Test, General Automotive Knowledge, and Technical Math.
The Automotive Technology competition determines the overall knowledge of automotive systems.  This test has eight stations including Brakes, Steering and Suspension, Electrical/ Electronics, General Automotive Knowledge, Written Test, Engine Repair, Engine Performance, and Technical Math.

The Technical Math portion was added to the Automotive competition this year.  The Technical Math test aligns with the High School Content Expectations found in the Michigan Merit Curriculum with an emphasis on automotive context.
Several special interest vehicles were on display.  The recently developed electric Ford Ranger designed and built by the Tuscola Technology Center was a highlight.  This 144 volt electric truck was completed as part of an aggressive Green Education initiative.  Three high performance electric vehicles designed for an electric car competition were displayed.  Also on display was a 2010 Chevy Camaro SS provided by local dealer Pat Curtis Chevrolet and a 2010 Dodge Challenger Hemi provided by Moore Motors of Caro.  A diesel powered 2008 Chrysler 300 and a lemon-yellow Dodge Viper were included in the contest.  Three Rat Rods, a classic 1966 Mustang Show Car and a Plymouth Belvedere rounded out the displays.  A representative from the International Show Car Association was also on hand to discuss education day opportunities at the Detroit Autorama event.
Seven post-secondary schools were on hand to discuss educational opportunities with students and instructors.  Participating post-secondary schools included the University of Northwestern Ohio, Ohio Technical College, Delta College, Universal Technical Institute, Baker College, Michigan Institute of Technology, and Lawrence Technical Institute.  Delta College also set up an extensive display of high tech trainer units for emission control systems, ignition systems, and electrical troubleshooting.  
To recognize the success of the students, the post-secondary schools awarded over $200,000 in scholarships!  All participating students received a $1,500 scholarship from Ohio Technical College.  First place in the Automotive Technology Contest received over $20,000 in scholarship opportunities!  The post-secondary schools also provided numerous door prizes for all participants.  
Instructors were treated to technical updating from several software and equipment providers including CDX Software, Bosch Automotive Technical Tools, Motor Information Systems, Mitchell One Automotive Information Systems, and CTE3 Software.
The Television and Broadcasting program from the Mt. Pleasant Technical Center filmed various phases of the event to produce a DVD of the competition.

MITES is a terrific opportunity for automotive technology instructors and students.  For a $2.00 entrance fee, the participants are treated to breakfast and lunch, have their technical skills and knowledge tested, receive awards for 1st through 10th place at each station, receive special awards for 1st through 3rd place in the overall events and win thousands of dollars in scholarships!
Congratulations to all participants and many thanks to all instructors that made this event a success!

