
THE REVISED SCHOOL CODE (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1976

380.627 Board; additional duties; cooperative programs for information technology systems;
comprehensive school improvement support services; cost-effective business services.
Sec. 627. (1) An intermediate school board shall do all of the following:
(a) Upon request of the board of a constituent district, furnish services on a management, consultant, or

supervisory basis to the district. The intermediate school board may charge a constituent district for the costs
of services furnished under this subdivision.

(b) Upon request of the board of a constituent district, direct, supervise, and conduct cooperative
educational programs on behalf of the district. The intermediate school board may utilize available funds not
otherwise obligated by law and accept contributions from other sources for the purpose of financing the
programs. The funds shall be deposited with the treasurer in a cooperative education fund and shall be
disbursed as the intermediate school board directs. The intermediate school board may employ personnel and
take other action necessary to direct, supervise, and conduct cooperative educational programs.

(c) Conduct cooperative programs mutually agreed upon by 2 or more intermediate school boards.
(d) Conduct cooperative programs mutually agreed upon with 1 or more public school academies.
(2) An intermediate school board may conduct or participate in cooperative programs for information

technology systems which may include, but are not limited to, equipment for storage, retrieval, processing,
and transmission of voice, data, or video communications; contract with public schools or other educational
institutions, government agencies, public broadcasting stations or systems, or information technology service
providers in conducting the programs; and acquire and install the equipment, software, and training necessary
for the programs in the manner and at the places the intermediate school board considers appropriate.

(3) Upon request of the board of a constituent school district or public school academy located within the
intermediate school district, an intermediate school board may provide, either solely or as part of a consortium
of intermediate school districts, comprehensive school improvement support services to the district or public
school academy. These services may include, but are not limited to, all of the following:

(a) The development of a core curriculum.
(b) The evaluation of a core curriculum.
(c) The preparation of 1 or more school improvement plans.
(d) The dissemination of information concerning 1 or more school improvement plans.
(e) The preparation of an annual educational report.
(f) Professional development.
(g) Educational research.
(h) The compilation of instructional objectives, instructional resources, pupil demographics, and pupil

academic achievement.
(i) Assistance in obtaining school accreditation.
(j) The provision of general technical assistance.
(4) To the extent allowed by law, if the most cost-effective business services are not available to

constituent districts, an intermediate school board shall offer to provide for constituent districts and public
school academies located within the intermediate school district business services that can be accomplished
more cost-effectively by an intermediate school district. An intermediate school district may charge a fee for
these services, and may contract with a third party for provision of some or all of these services. These
services may include, but are not limited to, any of the following:

(a) Data processing.
(b) Payroll.
(c) Class scheduling.
(d) Distance learning coordination and delivery.
(e) Transportation services.
History: 1976, Act 451, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 1977;Am. 1990, Act 25, Eff. Apr. 13, 1990;Am. 1990, Act 107, Imd. Eff. June 18,

1990;Am. 1991, Act 187, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1991;Am. 1994, Act 416, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;Am. 1995, Act 289, Eff. July 1, 1996.

Popular name: Act 451

Rendered Wednesday, March 08, 2006 Page 1 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 46 of 2006

 Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov
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380.1277 School improvement plan.
Sec. 1277. (1) Considering criteria established by the state board, in addition to the requirements specified

in section 1280 for accreditation under that section, if the board of a school district wants all of the schools of
the school district to be accredited under section 1280, the board shall adopt and implement and, not later than
September 1 each year, shall make available to the department a copy of a 3- to 5-year school improvement
plan and continuing school improvement process for each school within the school district. The school
improvement plans shall include, but are not limited to, a mission statement, goals based on student academic
objectives for all students, curriculum alignment corresponding with those goals, evaluation processes, staff
development, development and utilization of community resources and volunteers, the role of adult and
community education, libraries and community colleges in the learning community, and building level
decision making. School board members, school building administrators, teachers and other school
employees, pupils, parents of pupils attending that school, and other residents of the school district shall be
invited and allowed to voluntarily participate in the development, review, and evaluation of the district's
school improvement plans. Upon request of the board of a school district, the department and the intermediate
school district shall assist the school district in the development and implementation of district school
improvement plans. Educational organizations may also provide assistance for these purposes. School
improvement plans described in this section shall be updated annually by each school and by the board of the
school district.

(2) School improvement plans shall include at least all of the following additional matters:
(a) Goals centered on student academic learning.
(b) Strategies to accomplish the goals.
(c) Evaluation of the plan.
(d) Development of alternative measures of assessment that will provide authentic assessment of pupils'

achievements, skills, and competencies.
(e) Methods for effective use of technology as a way of improving learning and delivery of services and for

integration of evolving technology in the curriculum.
(f) Ways to make available in as many fields as practicable opportunities for structured on-the-job learning,

such as apprenticeships and internships, combined with classroom instruction.
(3) Each intermediate school board shall adopt and implement and, not later than September 1 each year,

shall make available to the department a copy of a 3- to 5-year intermediate school district school
improvement plan and continuing school improvement process for the intermediate school district.
Constituent and intermediate school board members, school building administrators, teachers and other school
employees, pupils, parents of pupils, and residents of the intermediate school district shall be invited and
allowed to voluntarily participate in the development, review, and evaluation of the intermediate school
district's school improvement plan. Upon request of the intermediate school board, the department shall assist
the intermediate school district in the development and implementation of an intermediate school district
school improvement plan. An intermediate school district school improvement plan described in this section
shall be updated annually by the intermediate school board. An intermediate school district school
improvement plan shall include at least all of the following:

(a) Methods to assist districts in improving pupils' academic learning.
(b) Assurance that all pupils have reasonable access to all programs offered by the intermediate school

district, including, but not limited to, transportation if necessary.
(c) A plan for professional development that supports academic learning.
(d) Methods to assist school districts in integrating applied academics and career and employability skills

into all curricular areas.
(e) Ways to make available in as many fields as practicable opportunities for structured on-the-job

learning, such as apprenticeships and internships, combined with classroom instruction.
(f) Collaborative efforts with supporting agencies that enhance academic learning.
(g) Long-range cost containment measures, including additional services that might be provided at reduced

costs by the intermediate school district or through cooperative programs, and cost reduction programs such
as interdistrict cooperation in special education and other programs and services.

(h) To the extent that it would improve school effectiveness, specific recommendations on consolidation or
enhanced interdistrict cooperation, or both, along with possible sources of revenue.

(i) Evaluation of the plan.
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380.1277a Accreditation of schools in school district; requirements.
Sec. 1277a. (1) Beginning in the 1994-95 school year, in addition to the requirements specified in section

1280 for accreditation under that section, if the board of a school district wants all of the schools in the school
district to be accredited under section 1280, the board shall ensure all of the following:

(a) That all information assembled regarding each school building within the school district to prepare the
school's annual educational report, as described in section 1204a, is disaggregated by gender and is provided
to the individuals participating in the development of the district's school improvement plan under section
1277.

(b) That all gender equity issues raised by the disaggregated information described in subdivision (a) are
addressed as part of the planning, development, implementation, evaluation, and updating of the school
improvement plan of each school within the school district under section 1277 or, if such an issue is not
addressed, that an explanation is made to the community of the reason or reasons why the issue is not
addressed. An explanation for not addressing a gender equity issue may be included in the school's annual
educational report under section 1204a.

(2) Upon request by a school district, intermediate school district, or school, the department shall provide
advice and technical assistance to the district or school on meeting the requirements of this section.

History: Add. 1993, Act 335, Imd. Eff. Dec. 31, 1993.
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380.1280 Accreditation.
Sec. 1280. (1) The board of a school district that does not want to be subject to the measures described in

this section shall ensure that each public school within the school district is accredited.
(2) As used in subsection (1), and subject to subsection (6), “accredited” means certified by the

superintendent of public instruction as having met or exceeded standards established under this section for 6
areas of school operation: administration and school organization, curricula, staff, school plant and facilities,
school and community relations, and school improvement plans and student performance. The building-level
evaluation used in the accreditation process shall include, but is not limited to, school data collection,
self-study, visitation and validation, determination of performance data to be used, and the development of a
school improvement plan.

(3) The department shall develop and distribute to all public schools proposed accreditation standards.
Upon distribution of the proposed standards, the department shall hold statewide public hearings for the
purpose of receiving testimony concerning the standards. After a review of the testimony, the department
shall revise and submit the proposed standards to the superintendent of public instruction. After a review and
revision, if appropriate, of the proposed standards, the superintendent of public instruction shall submit the
proposed standards to the senate and house committees that have the responsibility for education legislation.
Upon approval by these committees, the department shall distribute to all public schools the standards to be
applied to each school for accreditation purposes.

(4) The superintendent of public instruction shall develop and distribute to all public schools standards for
determining that a school is eligible for summary accreditation under subsection (6). The standards shall be
developed, reviewed, approved, and distributed using the same process as prescribed in subsection (3) for
accreditation standards, and shall be finally distributed and implemented not later than December 31, 1994.

(5) The standards for accreditation or summary accreditation under this section shall include pupil
performance on Michigan education assessment program (MEAP) tests and the percentage of pupils
achieving state endorsement under section 1279 as criteria, but shall not be based solely on pupil performance
on MEAP tests or on the percentage of pupils achieving state endorsement under section 1279. The standards
shall also include multiple year change in pupil performance on MEAP tests and multiple year change in the
percentage of pupils achieving state endorsement under section 1279 as criteria. If it is necessary for the
superintendent of public instruction to revise accreditation or summary accreditation standards established
under subsection (3) or (4) to comply with this subsection, the revised standards shall be developed, reviewed,
approved, and distributed using the same process as prescribed in subsection (3).

(6) If the superintendent of public instruction determines that a public school has met the standards
established under subsection (4) or (5) for summary accreditation, the school is considered to be accredited
without the necessity for a full building-level evaluation under subsection (2).

(7) If the superintendent of public instruction determines that a school has not met the standards
established under subsection (4) or (5) for summary accreditation but that the school is making progress
toward meeting those standards, or if, based on a full building-level evaluation under subsection (2), the
superintendent of public instruction determines that a school has not met the standards for accreditation but is
making progress toward meeting those standards, the school is in interim status and is subject to a full
building-level evaluation as provided in this section.

(8) If a school has not met the standards established under subsection (4) or (5) for summary accreditation
and is not eligible for interim status under subsection (7), the school is unaccredited and subject to the
measures provided in this section.

(9) Beginning with the 2002-2003 school year, if at least 5% of a public school's answer sheets from the
administration of the Michigan educational assessment program (MEAP) tests are lost by the department or
by a state contractor and if the public school can verify that the answer sheets were collected from pupils and
forwarded to the department or the contractor, the department shall not assign an accreditation score or school
report card grade to the public school for that subject area for the corresponding year for the purposes of
determining state accreditation under this section. The department shall not assign an accreditation score or
school report card grade to the public school for that subject area until the results of all tests for the next year
are available.

(10) Subsection (9) does not preclude the department from determining whether a public school or a school
district has achieved adequate yearly progress for the school year in which the answer sheets were lost for the
purposes of the no child left behind act of 2001, Public Law 107-110, 115 Stat. 1425. However, the
department shall ensure that a public school or the school district is not penalized when determining adequate
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yearly progress status due to the fact that the public school's MEAP answer sheets were lost by the
department or by a state contractor, but shall not require a public school or school district to retest pupils or
produce scores from another test for this purpose.

(11) The superintendent of public instruction shall annually review and evaluate for accreditation purposes
the performance of each school that is unaccredited and as many of the schools that are in interim status as
permitted by the department's resources.

(12) The superintendent of public instruction shall, and the intermediate school district to which a school
district is constituent, a consortium of intermediate school districts, or any combination thereof may, provide
technical assistance, as appropriate, to a school that is unaccredited or that is in interim status upon request of
the board of the school district in which the school is located. If requests to the superintendent of public
instruction for technical assistance exceed the capacity, priority shall be given to unaccredited schools.

(13) A school that has been unaccredited for 3 consecutive years is subject to 1 or more of the following
measures, as determined by the superintendent of public instruction:

(a) The superintendent of public instruction or his or her designee shall appoint at the expense of the
affected school district an administrator of the school until the school becomes accredited.

(b) A parent, legal guardian, or person in loco parentis of a child who attends the school may send his or
her child to any accredited public school with an appropriate grade level within the school district.

(c) The school, with the approval of the superintendent of public instruction, shall align itself with an
existing research-based school improvement model or establish an affiliation for providing assistance to the
school with a college or university located in this state.

(d) The school shall be closed.
(14) The superintendent of public instruction shall evaluate the school accreditation program and the status

of schools under this section and shall submit an annual report based upon the evaluation to the senate and
house committees that have the responsibility for education legislation. The report shall address the reasons
each unaccredited school is not accredited and shall recommend legislative action that will result in the
accreditation of all public schools in this state.

History: Add. 1990, Act 25, Eff. Apr. 13, 1990;Am. 1993, Act 335, Imd. Eff. Dec. 31, 1993;Am. 1995, Act 289, Eff. July 1,
1996;Am. 1997, Act 180, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 1997;Am. 2003, Act 275, Imd. Eff. Jan. 8, 2004.
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THE REVISED SCHOOL CODE (EXCERPT)
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380.1525 Funds to support professional development and education; use; approval of
annual plan; disapproval of funding.
Sec. 1525. (1) State and federal funds appropriated by the legislature to support professional development

and education may be used for the following:
(a) Professional development programs for administrators and teachers. These programs shall emphasize

the improvement of teaching and pupils' learning of academic core curriculum objectives, as measured by
Michigan educational assessment program, the Michigan merit examination, and other criterion - reference
assessments; collaborative decision-making; site-based management; the process of school improvement;
instructional leadership; and the use of data and assessment instruments to improve teaching and learning for
all pupils.

(b) A biennial education policy leadership institute. The state board shall organize and convene a biennial
education policy leadership institute for the governor, the lieutenant governor, the state board, the state
superintendent, the legislature, and the presidents of the state board approved teacher education institutions,
and the staff of each as may be considered appropriate, to examine the most current public education policy
issues and initiatives and the appropriate role of policy leaders.

(c) A statewide academy for school leadership established by the state board.
(d) A principal leadership academy. The department, in collaboration with statewide associations of school

principals, shall establish the principal leadership academy. The principal leadership academy shall consist of
training for school principals that is conducted by other school principals who have a record of demonstrated
success in improving pupil performance. The department shall solicit input from school district
superintendents and intermediate superintendents to compile a list of successful school principals who would
likely be effective in conducting the training at the principal leadership academy and shall select school
principals to conduct the training from this list. The training shall include all aspects of successful school
leadership, including at least all of the following:

(i) Strategies for increasing parental involvement.
(ii) Strategies for engaging community support and involvement.
(iii) Creative problem-solving.
(iv) Financial decision-making.
(v) Management rights and techniques.
(vi) Other strategies for improving school leadership to achieve better pupil performance.
(e) Community leadership development. The state board, in conjunction with intermediate school districts,

shall conduct a leadership development training program in each school district for members of the
community.

(f) Promotion of high educational standards. The state board, in collaboration with the business community
and educators, shall coordinate and assist in the promotion of a statewide public education and information
program concerning the need to achieve world class educational standards in the public schools of this state.

(g) Sabbatical leaves. School districts shall provide sabbatical leaves for up to 1 academic year for selected
master teachers who aid in professional development.

(h) Any other purpose authorized in the appropriation for professional development in the state school aid
act of 1979.

(2) In order to receive professional development funding described in subsection (1), each school district
and intermediate school district shall prepare and submit to the state board for approval an annual professional
development plan.

(3) The state board may disapprove for state funding proposed professional development that the state
board finds to be 1 or more of the following:

(a) Not in furtherance of core academic curriculum needs.
(b) Not constituting serious, informed innovation.
(c) Of generally inferior overall quality or depth regardless of who sponsors or conducts the education or

training.
(d) Not in compliance with the requirements of section 1526.
History: Add. 1993, Act 335, Imd. Eff. Dec. 31, 1993;Am. 1995, Act 289, Eff. July 1, 1996;Am. 2003, Act 202, Imd. Eff. Nov.

14, 2003;Am. 2004, Act 596, Imd. Eff. Jan. 5, 2005.
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