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Requirements Not Met – Does not meet complete set of criteria in the “Meets All Requirements” Column.
Meets All Requirements – All criteria are met.
Exceptional – Includes all criteria from “Meets All Requirements” Column, plus additional criteria listed in the


 “Exceptional” Column.
	Index of Targeted Assistance (TA) Program Components – Based on Comments from our U. S. Department of Education (USED) Auditors
	The TA program plan does not contain an index of page numbers that locates the required components.
	The TA program plan contains an index of page numbers that locates the required components.
	The TA program plan is part of the School Improvement Plan.
It is evident that there is one plan that includes all requirements of a target assistance program, a State School Improvement plan
(PA 25 S.C. 380.1277) http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-act-451-of-1976.pdf and NCA/AdvancED plan (if applicable).

	Comments:       


	1. Needs Assessment

Legislative Citation

A description of how teachers, in consultation with parents, administrators, and pupil services personnel, in targeted assistance schools under section 1115, will identify the eligible children most in need of services under this part. [ESEA Sec. 1112(H)]
ELIGIBLE CHILDREN FROM ELIGIBLE POPULATION.—From the population described in subparagraph (A), eligible children are children identified by the school as failing, or most at risk of failing, to meet the State’s challenging student academic achievement standards on the basis of multiple, educationally related, objective criteria established by the local educational agency and supplemented by the school, except that children from preschool through grade 2 shall be selected solely on the basis of such criteria as teacher judgment, interviews with parents, and developmentally appropriate measures.
[ESEA Sec. 1115(b)(1)(B)]

CHILDREN INCLUDED–
IN GENERAL- Children who are economically disadvantaged, children with disabilities, migrant children or limited English proficient children, are eligible for services under this part on the
1.
Needs Assessment, cont.

same basis as other children selected to receive services under this part.
HEAD START, EVEN START, OR EARLY READING FIRST CHILDREN- A child who, at any time in the 2 years preceding the year for which the determination is made, participated in a Head Start, Even Start, or Early Reading First program, or in preschool services under this title, is eligible for services under this part.

PART C (Migrant) CHILDREN- A child who, at any time in the 2 years preceding the year for which the determination is made, received services under part C (Migrant) is eligible for services under this part.

NEGLECTED OR DELINQUENT CHILDREN- A child in a local institution for neglected or delinquent children and youth or attending a community day program for such children is eligible for services under this part.

HOMELESS CHILDREN- A child who is homeless and attending any school served by the local educational agency is eligible for services under this part.
[ESEA Sec. 1115(b)(2)]
	The TA school does not describe in the program plan how it conducted the needs assessment and the process to identify children who are failing or most at risk of failing to meet the state core curriculum standards in the four core academic areas.
The TA program plan does not list the multiple, educationally related, objective criteria established for the needs assessment process consistent by grade level and content area to identify children who are failing or most at risk of failing to meet the state core curriculum standards in the four core academic areas.

If Appropriate:  The TA program plan does not describe the identification process for preschool through grade 2 if based solely on criteria such as, teacher judgment, interviews with parents and developmentally appropriate measures that determine which children are failing or most at risk of failing to meet the State’s challenging content and student performance standards.
	The TA school describes in the program plan how it conducted the needs assessment and the process to identify children who are failing or most at risk of failing to meet the state core curriculum standards in the four core academic areas.

The TA program plan lists the multiple, educationally related, objective criteria established for the needs assessment process consistent by grade level and content area to identify children who are failing or most at risk of failing to meet the state core curriculum standards in the four core academic areas.
If Appropriate:  The TA program plan describes the identification process for preschool through grade 2 if based solely on criteria such as, teacher judgment, interviews with parents and developmentally appropriate measures that determine which children are failing or most at risk of failing to meet the State’s challenging content and student performance standards.
	

	Comments:       

	2. Services for Eligible Students

Legislative Citation

A general description of the nature of the programs
[ESEA Sec. 1112(b)(1)(I)]

Use such program’s resources under this part to help participating children meet such State’s challenging student academic achievement standards expected for all children.
[ESEA Sec. 1115(c)(1)(A)]
	Title I, Part A program services are not adequately described in sufficient detail to ensure supplemental assistance to eligible children who are failing, or most at risk of failing, to meet the state core curriculum standards in the four core academic areas.
	Title I, Part A program services are adequately described in sufficient detail to ensure supplemental assistance to eligible children who are failing, or most at risk of failing, to meet the state core curriculum standards in the four core academic areas.
	Title I, Part A program services are included as strategies in an action plan embedded within the School Improvement plan to address needs of eligible students.

	Comments:       


	3. Incorporated Into Existing School Program Planning
Legislative Citation
Ensure that planning for students served under this part is incorporated into existing school planning.

[ESEA Sec. 1115(c)(1)(B)]
	The TA program plan does not contain a description of how program planning for Title I, Part A students is incorporated into the existing School Improvement planning process.
	The TA program plan contains a description of how program planning for Title I, Part A students is incorporated into the existing School Improvement planning process.
	Title I, Part A program services identified are included in an action plan embedded within the School Improvement plan to address the needs of eligible students.

	Comments:       


	4.
Instructional Strategies
Legislative Citation

The purpose of this title is to ensure that all children have a fair, equal, and significant opportunity to obtain a high-quality education and reach, at a minimum, proficiency on challenging State academic achievement standards and state academic assessments.
[ESEA Sec. 1001]

Use effective methods and instructional strategies that are based on scientifically based research that strengthens the core academic program of the school and that—give primary consideration to providing extended learning time, such as an extended school year, before- and after-school, and summer programs and opportunities; help provide an accelerated, high-quality curriculum, including applied learning; and minimize removing children from the regular classroom during regular school hours for instruction provided under this part.
[ESEA Sec. 1115(c)(1)(C)(i)(ii)(iii)]
	The TA program plan does not include a description of instructional strategies in sufficient detail.  The instructional strategies are not focused on helping eligible students who are failing or most at risk of failing to meet the state core curriculum standards in the four core curriculum academic areas.

Specified instructional strategies are not scientifically research-based to ensure effective methods are utilized to improve student academic achievement.

Insufficient evidence that extended (supplemental) learning time to help provide an accelerated, high quality curriculum is available.  No mention of minimizing the removal of children from regular classrooms to deliver instructional strategies.
	The TA program plan includes a description of instructional strategies in sufficient detail.  The instructional strategies are focused on helping eligible students who are failing or most at risk of failing to meet the state core curriculum standards in the four core curriculum academic areas.

Specific instructional strategies are scientifically research-based to ensure that effective methods will be utilized to improve student academic achievement.

Ample evidence is provided that extended (supplemental) learning time to help provide an accelerated high quality curriculum is available.  The program plan indicates that students are rarely pulled from their regular classroom and receive supplemental instruction through extended learning opportunities.
	The school lists extensive extended (supplemental) learning time activities reflective of extended school year, before and after school as well as summer school program opportunities to enhance the learning of eligible TA identified students.

	Comments:       

	5. Title I and Regular Education Coordination

Legislative Citation

(E) a description of how the local educational agency will coordinate and integrate services provided under this part with other educational services at the local educational agency or individual school level, such as— Even Start, Head Start, Reading First, Early Reading First, and other preschool programs, including plans for the transition of participants in such programs to local elementary school programs; and services for children with limited English proficiency.
[ESEA Sec. 1112(E)(i)(ii)]
Coordinate with and support the regular education program, which may include services to assist preschool children in the transition from early childhood programs such as Head Start, Even Start, Early Reading First or State-run preschool programs to elementary school programs.
[ESEA Sec. 1115(c)(1)(D)]
	The TA program plan does not contain a description of ongoing coordination and integration between regular education and the supplemental Title I, Part A program including services for children with Limited English Proficiency, if applicable.
The TA program plan does not include a description of the transition plan for preschool age children that involves more than a once a year visitation to the kindergarten classroom.
	The TA program plan contains a complete description of ongoing coordination and integration between regular education and the supplemental Title I, Part A program including services for children with Limited English Proficiency, if applicable.
The TA program plan includes a description of the transition plan for preschool age children that involves more than a once a year visitation to the kindergarten classroom.

OR

The school serves only middle school or high school grades and does not need to address preschool transitioning.
	Coordination exists, not only between Title I and Regular education, but also with other programs.  The School Improvement plan articulates how the school will use resources from other regular education sources to focus on the learning needs of the eligible TA students.

The preschool transitioning program includes providing training to preschool parents and/or preschool teachers on the skills these students will need when they enter kindergarten.

District/PSA provides resource materials for parents to use with their children over the summer.
The plan addresses transition between the other grade spans / building levels.

	Comments:       

	6. Instructional by Highly Qualified Staff
Legislative Citation
Provide instruction by highly qualified teachers.
[ESEA Sec. 1115(c)(1)(E)]

LOCAL PLAN — As part of the plan described in section 1112, each local educational agency receiving assistance under this part shall develop a plan to ensure that all teachers teaching within the school district served by the local educational agency are highly qualified not later than the end of the 2005-2006 school year.  [ESEA Sec. 1119(a)(3)]

NEW PARAPROFESSIONALS.—

IN GENERAL.—Each local educational agency receiving assistance under this part shall ensure that all paraprofessionals hired after the date of enactment of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 and working in a program supported with funds under this part shall have—completed at least 2 years of study at an institution of higher education; obtained an associate's (or higher) degree; or met a rigorous standard of quality and can demonstrate, through a formal State or local academic assessment—knowledge of, and the ability to assist in instructing, reading, writing, and
6. Instructional by Highly Qualified Staff, cont.
mathematics; or knowledge of, and the ability to assist in instructing, reading readiness, writing readiness, and mathematics readiness, as appropriate.

CLARIFICATION— The receipt of a secondary school diploma (or its recognized equivalent) shall be necessary but not sufficient to satisfy the requirements of paragraph (1)(C).

EXISTING PARAPROFESSIONALS- Each local educational agency receiving assistance under this part shall ensure that all paraprofessionals hired before the date of enactment of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, and working in a program supported with funds under this part shall, not later than 4 years after the date of enactment satisfy the requirements of subsection (c).

[ESEA Sec. 1119(c)-(d)]
	The TA program plan does not provide an assurance statement that all Title I,
Part A instructional paraprofessionals meet the ESEA requirements.

The program plan does not provide an assurance statement that all teachers are highly qualified.
	The TA program plan provides an assurance statement that all Title I,
Part A instructional paraprofessionals meet the ESEA requirements.

The program plan provides an assurance statement that all teachers are highly qualified.
	

	Comments:       


	7.
High-Quality and Ongoing Professional Development

Legislative Citation
In accordance with subsection (e)(3) and section 1119, provide opportunities for professional development with resources provided under this part, and, to the extent practicable, from other sources, for teachers, principals, and paraprofessionals, including, if appropriate, pupil services personnel, parents, and other staff, who work with participating children in programs under this section or in the regular education program.
[ESEA Sec. 1115(c)(1)(F)]
See attached Section 9101 definition of professional development.
	The TA program plan does not describe opportunities for ongoing and sustained professional development for teachers, principals and paraprofessionals, including, if appropriate, pupil services personnel, parents and other staff who work with Title I, Part A eligible children in the TA program or in the regular education program.
The TA program plan only includes a professional development calendar as the professional development program plan.
	The TA program plan describes opportunities for ongoing and sustained professional development for teachers, principals and paraprofessionals, including, if appropriate, pupil services personnel, parents and other staff who work with Title I, Part A eligible children in the TA program or in the regular education program.
Specific professional development is articulated within the TA program plan.
	The Title I, Part A professional development is embedded within a School Improvement action plan format.
Every professional development event/activity described is directly focused on achieving the School Improvement plan goals and on improving teaching and student learning.

	Comments:       

	8.
Strategies to Increase Parental Involvement
Legislative Citation
Provide strategies to increase parental involvement in accordance with section 1118, such as family literacy services.
[ESEA Sec. 1115(c)(1)(G)]

Section 1118(e)(1) through (5) and (14) and Section 1118(f) outline those activities in which a school SHALL engage:

(1) Assist parents in understanding the State’s content standards and assessments and how to monitor their child’s progress.

(2) Provide materials and training to help parents work with their children.

(3) Train staff to build effective parent involvement.

(4) Collaborate with other programs to coordinate parent involvement.

(5) Provide information in a format and language that parents can understand.

(14) Provide other reasonable support for parent involvement as parents may request.
(f) Provide full opportunities for participation of parents with Limited English Proficiency or with disabilities and for parents of migratory children.
8.
Strategies to Increase Parental Involvement, cont.
SHARED RESPONSIBILITIES FOR HIGH STUDENT ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT.—As a component of the school-level parental involvement policy developed under subsection (b), each school served under this part shall jointly develop with parents for all children served under this part a school-parent compact that outlines how parents, the entire school staff, and students will share the responsibility for improved student academic achievement and the means by which the school and parents will build and develop a partnership to help children achieve the State’s high standards Such compact shall—

describe the school’s responsibility to provide high quality curriculum and instruction in a supportive and effective learning environment that enables the children served under this part to meet the State’s student academic achievement standards, and the ways in which each parent will be responsible for supporting their children’s learning, such as monitoring attendance, homework completion, and television watching; volunteering in their child’s classroom; and participating, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their children and positive use of extracurricular time; and

8.
Strategies to Increase Parental Involvement, cont.
address the importance of communication between teachers and parents on an ongoing basis through, at a minimum— parent-teacher conferences in elementary schools, at least annually, during which the compact shall be discussed as the compact relates to the individual child’s achievement; frequent reports to parents on their children’s progress; and reasonable access to staff, opportunities to volunteer and participate in their child’s class, and observation of classroom activities.
ESEA Sec. 1118(d)

See attached Section 1118 for complete description of parent involvement legislative requirements.
	Parents were not clearly involved in the design, implementation, and evaluation of the TA program plan.

The school-level parent involvement policy is not attached to this plan. 
The plan does not contain a description of the activities outlined in Section 1118 (e) (1)-(5) and (14) and Section 1118 (f)

The plan does not describe how it intends to evaluate the parent involvement activities.

The plan does not include a description of the development of the school-parent compact.
No assurance is provided that the compact is addressed annually at elementary-level parent teacher conferences.

The school-parent compact is not attached.

The plan does not meet comprehensive plan requirement #4: Describes how the school will provide individual student academic assessment results in a language the parents can understand, including an interpretation of those results, to the parent of a child who participates in the academic assessments required by State Plan Section 1111(b)(3).
	Parents were clearly involved in the design, implementation, and evaluation of the TA program plan.
The school-level parent involvement policy is attached to this plan.

The plan contains a description of the activities outlined in Section 1118 (e) (1)-(5) and (14) and Section 1118 (f)
The plan describes how it intends to evaluate the parent involvement activities.
The plan includes the description of the development of the school-parent compact.
An assurance is provided that the compact is addressed annually at elementary-level parent teacher conferences.

The school-parent compact is attached.
The plan does meet comprehensive plan requirement #4: Describes how the school will provide individual student academic assessment results in a language the parents can understand, including an interpretation of those results, to the parent of a child who participates in the academic assessments required by State Plan Section 1111(b)(3).
	A comprehensive parental involvement program plan addresses all parents, students, and teachers and describes a true partnership for learning between the home and school.  A Parent Involvement Policy and a Parent Compact exist to further promote a variety of parent involvement activities which are aligned to demographic information and parent surveys.

Parent involvement activities are aligned to parent involvement demographic information and parent surveys.

	Comments:       

	9.
Coordination of Title I and Other Resources
Legislative Citation
Coordinate and integrate Federal, State, and local services and programs, including programs supported under this Act, violence prevention programs, nutrition programs, housing programs, Head Start, adult education, vocational and technical education, and job training.

[ESEA Sec. 1115(c)(1)(H)]
	The TA program plan does not describe the coordination and integration of Federal, State and local programs.
The TA program plan does not coordinate with programs supported under ESEA in a manner applicable to the grade levels of the school:  violence prevention programs, nutrition programs, housing programs, Head Start, adult education, vocational and technical education, and job training.
	The TA program plan describes the coordination and integration of Federal, State and local programs.
The TA program plan coordinates with programs supported under ESEA in a manner applicable to the grade levels of the school:  violence prevention programs, nutrition programs, housing programs, Head Start, adult education, vocational and technical education, and job training.
	Program plans exist describing how the school will use resources and other sources to implement TA program goals in conjunction with other agencies.

The school’s allocations and budgets of these compensatory resources are included in the plan.

	Comments:       


	10.
Ongoing Review of Student Progress

Legislative Citation
Reviewing, on an ongoing basis, the progress of participating children and revising the targeted assistance program, if necessary, to provide additional assistance to enable such children to meet the State's challenging student academic achievement standards, such as an extended school year, before- and after-school, and summer programs and opportunities, training for teachers regarding how to identify students who need additional assistance, and training for teachers regarding how to implement student academic achievement standards in the classroom.

[ESEA Sec. 1115(c)(2)(B)]
	The TA program plan does not describe how progress of participating children is reviewed, on an ongoing basis, to revise the TA program if necessary to provide supplemental learning opportunities to enable such children to meet the State’s challenging student achievement standards.

The TA program plan does not describe how progress of participating children is reviewed, on an ongoing basis, to revise the TA program if necessary to provide training for teachers to identify students who need additional assistance or training on how to implement student achievement standards in the classroom.
	The TA program plan describes how progress of participating children is reviewed, on an ongoing basis, to revise the TA program if necessary to provide supplemental learning opportunities to enable such children to meet the State’s challenging student achievement standards.

The TA program plan describes how progress of participating children is reviewed, on an ongoing basis, to revise the TA program if necessary to provide training for teachers to identify students who need additional assistance or training on how to implement student achievement standards in the classroom.
	

	Comments:       


‘‘SEC. 1118. PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT.
‘‘(a) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY POLICY.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A local educational agency may receive funds under this part only if such agency implements programs, activities, and procedures for the involvement of parents in programs assisted under this part consistent with this section. Such programs, activities, and procedures shall be planned and implemented with meaningful consultation with parents of participating children.

‘‘(2) WRITTEN POLICY.—Each local educational agency that receives funds under this part shall develop jointly with, agree on with, and distribute to, parents of participating children a written parent involvement policy. The policy shall be incorporated into the local educational agency’s plan developed under section 1112, establish the agency’s expectations for parent involvement, and describe how the agency will—

‘‘(A) involve parents in the joint development of the plan under section 1112, and the process of school review and improvement under section 1116;

‘‘(B) provide the coordination, technical assistance, and other support necessary to assist participating schools in planning and implementing effective parent involvement activities to improve student academic achievement and school performance;

‘‘(C) build the schools’ and parents’ capacity for strong parental involvement as described in subsection (e);

‘‘(D) coordinate and integrate parental involvement strategies under this part with parental involvement strategies under other programs, such as the Head Start program, Reading First program, Early Reading First program, Even Start program, Parents as Teachers program, and Home Instruction Program for Preschool Youngsters, and State-run preschool programs;

‘‘(E) conduct, with the involvement of parents, an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of the parental involvement policy in improving the academic quality of the schools served under this part, including identifying barriers to greater participation by parents in activities authorized by this section (with particular attention to parents who are economically disadvantaged, are disabled, have limited English proficiency, have limited literacy, or are of any racial or ethnic minority background), and use the findings of such evaluation to design strategies for more effective parental involvement, and to revise, if necessary, the parental involvement policies described in this section; and

‘‘(F) involve parents in the activities of the schools served under this part.

‘‘(3) RESERVATION.—

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Each local educational agency shall reserve not less than 1 percent of such agency’s allocation under subpart 2 of this part to carry out this section, including promoting family literacy and parenting skills, except that this paragraph shall not apply if 1 percent of such agency’s allocation under subpart 2 of this part for the fiscal year for which the determination is made is $5,000 or less.

‘‘(B) PARENTAL INPUT.—Parents of children receiving services under this part shall be involved in the decisions regarding how funds reserved under subparagraph (A) are allotted for parental involvement activities.

‘‘(C) DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS.—Not less than 95 percent of the funds reserved under subparagraph (A) shall be distributed to schools served under this part.

‘‘(b) SCHOOL PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT POLICY.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Each school served under this part shall jointly develop with, and distribute to, parents of participating children a written parental involvement policy, agreed on by such parents, that shall describe the means for carrying out the requirements of subsections (c) through (f). Parents shall be notified of the policy in an understandable and uniform format and, to the extent practicable, provided in a language the parents can understand. Such policy shall be made available to the local community and updated periodically to meet the changing needs of parents and the school.

‘‘(2) SPECIAL RULE.—If the school has a parental involvement policy that applies to all parents, such school may amend that policy, if necessary, to meet the requirements of this subsection.

‘‘(3) AMENDMENT.—If the local educational agency involved has a school district-level parental involvement policy that applies to all parents, such agency may amend that policy, if necessary, to meet the requirements of this subsection.

‘‘(4) PARENTAL COMMENTS.—If the plan under section 1112 is not satisfactory to the parents of participating children, the local educational agency shall submit any parent comments with such plan when such local educational agency submits the plan to the State.

‘‘(c) POLICY INVOLVEMENT.—Each school served under this part shall—

‘‘(1) convene an annual meeting, at a convenient time, to which all parents of participating children shall be invited and encouraged to attend, to inform parents of their school’s participation under this part and to explain the requirements of this part, and the right of the parents to be involved;

‘‘(2) offer a flexible number of meetings, such as meetings in the morning or evening, and may provide, with funds provided under this part, transportation, child care, or home visits, as such services relate to parental involvement;

‘‘(3) involve parents, in an organized, ongoing, and timely way, in the planning, review, and improvement of programs under this part, including the planning, review, and improvement of the school parental involvement policy and the joint development of the schoolwide program plan under section 1114(b)(2), except that if a school has in place a process for involving parents in the joint planning and design of the school’s programs, the school may use that process, if such process includes an adequate representation of parents of participating children;

‘‘(4) provide parents of participating children—

‘‘(A) timely information about programs under this part;
‘‘(B) a description and explanation of the curriculum in use at the school, the forms of academic assessment used to measure student progress, and the proficiency levels students are expected to meet; and

‘‘(C) if requested by parents, opportunities for regular meetings to formulate suggestions and to participate, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their children, and respond to any such suggestions as soon as practicably possible; and

‘‘(5) if the schoolwide program plan under section 1114(b)(2) is not satisfactory to the parents of participating children, submit any parent comments on the plan when the school makes the plan available to the local educational agency.

‘‘(d) SHARED RESPONSIBILITIES FOR HIGH STUDENT ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT.—As a component of the school-level parental involvement policy developed under subsection (b), each school served under this part shall jointly develop with parents for all children served under this part a school-parent compact that outlines how parents, the entire school staff, and students will share the responsibility for improved student academic achievement and the means by which the school and parents will build and develop a partnership to help children achieve the State’s high standards. Such compact shall—

‘‘(1) describe the school’s responsibility to provide high quality curriculum and instruction in a supportive and effective learning environment that enables the children served under this part to meet the State’s student academic achievement standards, and the ways in which each parent will be responsible for supporting their children’s learning, such as monitoring attendance, homework completion, and television watching; volunteering in their child’s classroom; and participating, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their children and positive use of extracurricular time; and

‘‘(2) address the importance of communication between teachers and parents on an ongoing basis through, at a minimum—

‘‘(A) parent-teacher conferences in elementary schools, at least annually, during which the compact shall be discussed as the compact relates to the individual child’s achievement;

‘‘(B) frequent reports to parents on their children’s progress; and 
‘‘(C) reasonable access to staff, opportunities to volunteer and participate in their child’s class, and observation of classroom activities.

‘‘(e) BUILDING CAPACITY FOR INVOLVEMENT.—To ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a partnership among the school involved, parents, and the community to improve student academic achievement, each school and local educational agency assisted under this part—

‘‘(1) shall provide assistance to parents of children served by the school or local educational agency, as appropriate, in understanding such topics as the State’s academic content standards and State student academic achievement standards, State and local academic assessments, the requirements of this part, and how to monitor a child’s progress and work with educators to improve the achievement of their children;

‘‘(2) shall provide materials and training to help parents to work with their children to improve their children’s achievement, such as literacy training and using technology, as appropriate, to foster parental involvement;

‘‘(3) shall educate teachers, pupil services personnel, principals, and other staff, with the assistance of parents, in the value and utility of contributions of parents, and in how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners, implement and coordinate parent programs, and build ties between parents and the school;

‘‘(4) shall, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate parent involvement programs and activities with Head Start, Reading First, Early Reading First, Even Start, the Home Instruction Programs for Preschool Youngsters, the Parents as Teachers Program, and public preschool and other programs, and conduct other activities, such as parent resource centers, that encourage and support parents in more fully participating in the education of their children;

‘‘(5) shall ensure that information related to school and parent programs, meetings, and other activities is sent to the parents of participating children in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand;

‘‘(6) may involve parents in the development of training for teachers, principals, and other educators to improve the effectiveness of such training;

‘‘(7) may provide necessary literacy training from funds received under this part if the local educational agency has exhausted all other reasonably available sources of funding for such training;

‘‘(8) may pay reasonable and necessary expenses associated with local parental involvement activities, including transportation and child care costs, to enable parents to participate in school-related meetings and training sessions;

‘‘(9) may train parents to enhance the involvement of other parents;

‘‘(10) may arrange school meetings at a variety of times, or conduct in-home conferences between teachers or other educators, who work directly with participating children, with parents who are unable to attend such conferences at school, in order to maximize parental involvement and participation;

‘‘(11) may adopt and implement model approaches to improving parental involvement;

‘‘(12) may establish a districtwide parent advisory council to provide advice on all matters related to parental involvement in programs supported under this section;

‘‘(13) may develop appropriate roles for community-based organizations and businesses in parent involvement activities; and

‘‘(14) shall provide such other reasonable support for parental involvement activities under this section as parents may request.

‘‘(f) ACCESSIBILITY.—In carrying out the parental involvement requirements of this part, local educational agencies and schools, to the extent practicable, shall provide full opportunities for the participation of parents with limited English proficiency, parents with disabilities, and parents of migratory children, including providing information and school reports required under section 1111 in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language such parents understand.

‘‘(g) INFORMATION FROM PARENTAL INFORMATION AND RESOURCE CENTERS.—In a State where a parental information and resource center is established to provide training, information, and support to parents and individuals who work with local parents, local educational agencies, and schools receiving assistance under this part, each local educational agency or school that receives assistance under this part and is located in the State shall assist parents and parental organizations by informing such parents and organizations of the existence and purpose of such centers.

‘‘(h) REVIEW.—The State educational agency shall review the local educational agency’s parental involvement policies and practices to determine if the policies and practices meet the requirements of this section.

SEC. 9101. DEFINITIONS.

(34) PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT- The term professional development' — 

(A) includes activities that — 

(i) improve and increase teachers' knowledge of the academic subjects the teachers teach, and enable teachers to become highly qualified;

(ii) are an integral part of broad schoolwide and districtwide educational improvement plans;

(iii) give teachers, principals, and administrators the knowledge and skills to provide students with the opportunity to meet challenging State academic content standards and student academic achievement standards;

(iv) improve classroom management skills;

(v)(I) are high quality, sustained, intensive, and classroom-focused in order to have a positive and lasting impact on classroom instruction and the teacher's performance in the classroom; and

(II) are not 1-day or short-term workshops or conferences;

(vi) support the recruiting, hiring, and training of highly qualified teachers, including teachers who became highly qualified through State and local alternative routes to certification;

(vii) advance teacher understanding of effective instructional strategies that are — 

(I) based on scientifically based research (except that this subclause shall not apply to activities carried out under part D of title II); and

(II) strategies for improving student academic achievement or substantially increasing the knowledge and teaching skills of teachers; and

(viii) are aligned with and directly related to — 

(I) State academic content standards, student academic achievement standards, and assessments; and

(II) the curricula and programs tied to the standards described in subclause (I) except that this subclause shall not apply to activities described in clauses (ii) and (iii) of section 2123(3)(B);

(ix) are developed with extensive participation of teachers, principals, parents, and administrators of schools to be served under this Act;

(x) are designed to give teachers of limited English proficient children, and other teachers and instructional staff, the knowledge and skills to provide instruction and appropriate language and academic support services to those children, including the appropriate use of curricula and assessments;

(xi) to the extent appropriate, provide training for teachers and principals in the use of technology so that technology and technology applications are effectively used in the classroom to improve teaching and learning in the curricula and core academic subjects in which the teachers teach;

(xii) as a whole, are regularly evaluated for their impact on increased teacher effectiveness and improved student academic achievement, with the findings of the evaluations used to improve the quality of professional development;

(xiii) provide instruction in methods of teaching children with special needs;

(xiv) include instruction in the use of data and assessments to inform and instruct classroom practice; and

(xv) include instruction in ways that teachers, principals, pupil services personnel, and school administrators may work more effectively with parents; and

(B) may include activities that — 

(i) involve the forming of partnerships with institutions of higher education to establish school-based teacher training programs that provide prospective teachers and beginning teachers with an opportunity to work under the guidance of experienced teachers and college faculty;

(ii) create programs to enable paraprofessionals (assisting teachers employed by a local educational agency receiving assistance under part A of title I) to obtain the education necessary for those paraprofessionals to become certified and licensed teachers; and

(iii) provide follow-up training to teachers who have participated in activities described in subparagraph (A) or another clause of this subparagraph that are designed to ensure that the knowledge and skills learned by the teachers are implemented in the classroom.
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