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Application Packet

for

Approval of School Administrator Certification 
Endorsement Programs
School Administrator Preparation in Michigan

Introduction

The State Board of Education (SBE) received the report of the Elevating Educational Leadership Advisory Panel on August 23, 2003, recommending that the Board establish standards for effective school leadership and recommend to the Legislature a new system of endorsement of school administrators. 

On February 24, 2004, the SBE adopted the Program Standards for the Preparation of School Principals.  The Office of Professional Preparation Services (OPPS) began the process of reviewing preparation programs, as submitted by institutions of higher education.

In June, 2004, an Administrator Certificate Workgroup was assembled to address the recommendation to establish a new system of endorsing school administrators.

On August 15, 2006, Public Act 335 (MCL 380.1536) was signed into law, which established voluntary certification for school administrators (whose primary responsibility is administering instructional programs).  Local boards of education may choose whether or not to require their school leaders to hold a valid Michigan K-12 administrator certificate and endorsements as a

condition of initial and/or continuing employment.

P. A. 335 also authorized state professional organizations to offer enhanced or specialty endorsements for school administrator certificates through programs approved by the Michigan Department of Education (MDE), based on alignment with state board approved preparation standards.

The Administrator Certification Workgroup reviewed the “Standards for the Preparation of School Principals,” as well as those of the Interstate School Leaders Licensure Consortium (ISLLC), Educational Leadership Constituent Council (ELCC), Technology Standards for School Administrators Collaborative (TSSA), and the Michigan School Improvement Framework.  The workgroup also reviewed the performance elements of the standards and how they would be addressed by professional organizations when providing endorsement programs.  On February 5, 2008, the group made final suggestions for the applications for specialty and enhanced endorsement programs before they were submitted to the MDE for approval and implementation.

Professional organizations may prepare and submit programs for specialty endorsements to the administrator certificate to the MDE for approval.  The application must address how the specialty endorsement will enhance the school administrator’s knowledge and skills, and be demonstrated in performance assessments.

Professional organizations may prepare and submit programs for enhanced endorsements to the administrator certificate to the MDE for approval.  The application must address how the enhanced endorsement documents the school administrator’s leadership performance and impact on the education community.

The programs (or modules of programs) provided by the professional organizations also may be offered for continuing education credit, which must be acquired by Michigan’s school leaders.
In related work, in June 2007, a subcommittee of the Administrator Certificate Workgroup was assembled to generate a draft of “Standards for the Preparation of Central Office Administrators,” with representatives of higher education and professional organizations.  On April 25, 2008, the workgroup gave final suggestions for the draft standards; they will be reviewed and finalized in the summer of 2008 and submitted to the SBE.

Steps in Michigan’s Three-Tiered Certification and Endorsement Program

1. Initial K-12 administrator certificate and three basic endorsements (elementary, secondary, and central office) through MDE approved higher education school leader preparation programs

2. Performance-based specialty endorsements in specific areas of school administration at the building, central office, and superintendent levels through MDE approved professional associations

3. Performance and impact-based enhanced endorsements at the principal, central office, and superintendent level through MDE approved

professional associations
MDE Approved Higher Education Programs for Administrator Certification

• Higher education programs must meet standards approved by the SBE.

• The SBE standards are based on ISLLC, ELCC, TSSA, and the Michigan School Improvement Framework.

• Coursework must address knowledge, dispositions, and performances.

The applicant must complete a Master of Arts degree (MA) in Education Leadership/Administration (EDLD/Admin) in an MDE approved program at an institution of higher education; or

An applicant with a graduate degree in an area other than Education Leadership/Administration must complete a minimum 18 graduate credit hour core in Education Leadership or Administration through an MDE approved higher education program at an institution of higher education.

The degree conferring institution recommends candidates for the certificate upon completion of an approved MA degree or a minimum 18 credit hour core in K-12 EDLD/Admin at the discretion of the recommending institution.

• The basic certificate in K-12 administration is a prerequisite for any additional basic, specialty, or enhanced endorsements.

Earning the Basic Principal Endorsements

• Most higher education programs will include the required coursework for both the elementary and secondary principal endorsements in their MDE approved graduate programs.

• The institution of higher education recommends successful candidates, who complete the approved MA or minimum 18 credit hour program, for both the basic certificate and the basic principal endorsements.

Earning the Basic Central Office Endorsement

• The basic central office endorsement is earned through graduate work beyond the MA through an MDE approved higher education program in Educational Leadership/Administration.

• Most higher education programs will include the required coursework for the central office endorsement in one or more MDE approved post-MA degree programs.

• The institution of higher education recommends candidates for the central office basic endorsement upon successful completion of the MDE approved post-MA degree program or a minimum 21 credit hour core beyond a post-MA degree in another area at the discretion of the recommending institution.

MDE Approved Professional Association Programs for Specialty and Enhanced Endorsements

• Professional associations must qualify under P.A. 335 to offer MDE approved endorsement programs.

• Professional association programs must meet standards approved by the SBE.

• The SBE standards are based on ISLLC, ELCC, TSSA, and the Michigan School Improvement Framework.

Earning a Specialty Endorsement

• Specialty endorsements can be earned at the school and district level.

• Specialty endorsement programs must be performance-based (that is, measure the performance of candidates) against MDE approved standards.

• Specialty endorsements may be earned for specific levels and/or areas of K-12 administration.
Candidates are recommended for specialty endorsements by the sponsoring MDE approved professional association, based on successful completion of a performance based program.

Earning an Enhanced Endorsement

• Enhanced endorsements can be earned at the school and district level.
• Enhanced endorsement programs must be both performance and impact- based against MDE approved standards.
• Enhanced endorsements may be earned at the building, central office, and superintendent levels of K-12 administration.
• Enhanced endorsements are valid for ten years and satisfy the MDE continuing education requirements for K-12 administration for that period.

Candidates are recommended for enhanced endorsements by the sponsoring MDE approved professional association, based on successful completion of a performance and impact based program.
Other Information

Professional associations authorized under Michigan law to sponsor MDE approved specialty and enhanced endorsement programs may partner with each other, MDE, and other institutions and organizations to develop and deliver endorsement programs.
The MDE will announce the availability of applications for school administrator certificate endorsement programs to be offered by professional associations.  The MDE will organize review sessions for recommending endorsement programs for approval. 
Applications for central office and superintendent endorsement programs cannot be submitted at this time, as the draft standards for these programs are currently under review.  When the standards for preparing central office administrators have been approved by the SBE, the MDE will forward the application information to professional associations.
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