Application Rubric for Specialty Schools Proposals

	Section
	(
	Comments

	Description
	
	Describe school’s mission and/or vision.  How will the school be structured? How will teaching and learning look in this specialty school?

	Research
	
	What is the research that supports this school?  Explain how this research is reflected in the school. The school may document a formal affiliation with a national educational organization that promotes an innovative high school design or curriculum or both that is being implemented in public high schools in three or more American cities.

	Indicators of Success
	
	How will you evaluate the success of this school?  How will you measure student progress?

	Curriculum & Scheduling
	
	Using curriculum documents and guides, demonstrate that the school has a rigorous curriculum that includes significant reading and writing elements. Proof of rigor could include a written endorsement by the dean or chair of a Michigan public university school of education that the proposed curriculum reflects a significant commitment to literacy or a Literacy Plan.  

Describe how the school will integrate social studies into student learning.  The requirement for one semester of civics or government (MCL 380.1166) was not affected by MCL 380.1278a or MCL 380.1278b.  

Demonstrate that all students are required to meet all math requirements and all science requirements with an additional one science credit (4 math and 4 science).

Include examples of student schedules for each grade level in the school.

	Other Graduation Requirements
	
	Document ways in which the following graduation requirements are being met: Online course or learning experience; world language credits or previous experience; physical education/health credit; fine arts, performing arts or applied arts credit.

	Parent Communication
	
	Assurance that school will comply with requirement to tell parents that school does not meet Michigan Merit graduation requirements and that pupils that attend will need to make up credits if they transfer to a different high school that is not a specialty school.  Documentation of this requirement will be submitted to MDE by October 15 each year.



	School Achievement Data (required for continuation as a specialty school)
	
	Document ACT participation, mean scores for school in math, science and English language arts and name of public school district in which largest number of students reside for comparison of ACT scores.

Document graduation rate for most recent year available.

Document postsecondary enrollment of school’s graduates for most recent year available.
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