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Misty Bannow 
Auto Body 
Van Buren Technology Center 
Dowagiac Union High School 
Nominator:  Robbyn Candelaria, School Counselor/ 
Career Guidance Coordinator 

 
 
 
“If it had a motor, I was ready to dive in and take it apart.  I wanted to know how things worked and how to make it 
go faster.”  Misty mentions several reasons she enrolled at the Van Buren Technology Center in the Auto Body 
program.  Her program at the Center has allowed her to experience a sample of what is involved in this career field 
and has provided valuable training that she will be able to use in pursuing further education. 
 
Misty has a love for horses and she participates in many extra-curricular activities.  She is heavily involved in 
numerous equine events.  In addition, Misty volunteers for various community projects, including roadside cleanup 

and helping to decorate the town’s downtown district.  Her counselor, Robbyn 
Candelaria, describes Misty as humble, self-determined, and having a strong 
sense of personal integrity. 
  
After graduation, Misty plans to enroll at Lincoln College of Technology in 
Indianapolis, Indiana.  She also plans to continue  
her employment with an auto collision center to  
gain further hands-on experience.  These are all 
assets that will lead her toward her goal of  
successful business ownership.  

O pening the door to 
opportunity can change 

the world. 

~ Misty Bannow 

N  ever let the fear of 
striking out keep you 

from playing the game.  
(Babe Ruth) 

~ Sydney Bogard 

Sydney Bogard 
Criminal Justice/Public Safety 

Kent Career Technical Center 
Rockford High School 

Nominator:  Thomas Lamica, Criminal Justice Instructor 
 

Sydney enrolled in the Criminal Justice program because she wanted a more in-depth learning  
experience.  She was sure law enforcement was the career she wanted to spend the majority 
of her life doing and taking the criminal justice program ensured that this was the career she 
wants to have.  

 
Sydney consistently demonstrates a mastery level in each of the technical areas in Criminal Justice.  She serves as 
the Class Commander for over 150 students, the leader of the Principal Leadership Team, the lead Ambassador for 
recruiting efforts, a lead explorer cadet with Grand Rapids Area Explorer Post, and is has participated in SkillsUSA 
leadership competitions.  Her passion to learn, succeed, and to lead others inspires students and teachers alike.  She 
is currently doing an internship with the Walker Police Department, one of only three students chosen for this 
internship.  
 
Sydney is described as an outstanding public speaker, appropriately assertive at all 
times as a student leader, and consistently out performs her male counterparts.  She 
is a top recruit for federal law enforcement agencies like the Department of 
 Defense and the Secret Service, both of which 
 have expressed interest in her.  
 
 After high school, Sydney plans to attend college 
 at Ferris State University and work in law 
 enforcement at the federal level.  
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