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ESEA FLEXIBILITY 
Amendment Submission 

 
 
Dear Assistant Secretary:  
 
I am writing on behalf of the Michigan Department of Education to request approval to amend the State’s approved ESEA flexibility 
request. The relevant information, outlined in the ESEA Flexibility Amendment Submission Process document, is provided in the table 
below.  
 

Flexibility 
Element(s) 
Affected by 

the 
Amendment 

Brief 
Description of 

Element as 
Originally 
Approved 

Brief Description 
of Requested 
Amendment 

Rationale Process for Consulting with 
Stakeholders, Summary of Comments, 

and Changes Made as a Result   
 

 
2.A, 2.C, 2.D, 
2.E 

Inclusion of 
center‐based 
programs/schools 
in Top‐to‐Bottom 
ranking 

Michigan proposes to 
exempt special 
education centers/ 
center‐based 
programs from 
identification on the 
Priority, Focus, and 
Reward Schools lists.  
Special education 
centers/center‐based 
programs will remain 
included in the top‐
to‐bottom ranking. 

The reform models and reform 
principles required by ESEA 
Flexibility do not appropriately 
address the academic 
improvement for special 
education centers/center‐based 
programs.  The schools will still 
receive scorecard ratings based 
on the same growth model for 
all schools, and will address 
improvement concerns through 
a specialized diagnostic analysis 
of data and targeted 
components and monitoring of 
the School Improvement Plan. 

We sent an email to all LEAs and ISDs/ESAs 
and posted a public memo on our website 
inviting comment on the proposed 
amendment.  On June 18, we convened the 
Community of Practitioners for a virtual 
meeting specifically to discuss and solicit 
feedback on the proposed amendment.   

 

(Summary of Public Comments received will be 
inserted here prior to submission to USED.) 

 
 
 


