CTE Assessment and Accountability

Advisory Group

Minutes

March 31, 2011

1:30-3:08p.m.

Participants: Ed Roeber (MSU), Joyce McCoy (Alpena), Linda Nordstrand (Kent ISD), Sue Maxam (Oakland ISD), David MacQuarrie (OCTE), Mark Pogliano (Wayne RESA), Tony Ebli (MA RESA), Shiqi Hao (OEAA), Andrew Middlestead (OEAA), Patty Cantu (OCTE), Norma Tims (OCTE), Brian Pyles (Berrien RESA), Yi Chiew Tai (OCTE), Krishnan Sudharsan (OCTE), Jill Kroll (OCTE), Glenna Zollinger-Russell (OCTE), Joanne Mahony (OCTE), Dave Treder (Genesee ISD)

1. NOCTI Site Code verification process (David MacQuarrie)

a. OCTE submitted the student demographics and UIC of approximately 4200 students to NOCTI about 2 weeks ago

b. The list of students is comprehensive as it includes all the students who enrolled in the program in the current year and the list would be replaced/updated every year.

c. OCTE indicated that all concentrators should attempt to take the assessment.

d. Currently we are limited in our alignment of NOCTI Site codes to districts as the list is based on our best match.

e. In the near future, OCTE is planning to send out letter and a list of NOCTI Site Codes to CEPD administrators and ask for their verification and addition of site codes to the list.. 

f. It was suggested that each program can get an enrollment report before the beginning of next year in order to know how many students will be coming next year

2. Automotive Assessment Update (Jacqueline Dannis – discussion lead by Jill & David)

a. OCTE needs to show growth in the number of assessments each year.  Being the State of Michigan Automotive Certification test could not be ready for a pilot test this year using a web based system – the alternate test was chosen for piloting.  The NATEF End of Program (EOP) test was designed for the high school students learning the NATEF task areas, which are the standards for automotive in Michigan.    

b. The cluster advisory group had a concern that we would move away from the SOM certification test.

c. Therefore, OCTE has decided to pilot both the NATEF EOP as well as a special hand batch process of the State of Michigan Automotive paper and pencil test in April.

d.  Michigan Department of State has not gotten mechanic test online yet.

i. State Mechanic Licensing test is currently in paper and pencil and the test is out-of-date.  They do have plans to update the test in the future.

e. Test fee – NATEF is $15 per student for any or all tests, while the State of Michigan Automotive test is $6 per student per test area.  However, a student who passes the assessment can spend the additional $30 for the Automotive Repair Certification License.
f. Discussion:

i. Licensing test allows students to get a job.

ii. Many districts have already been using the licensing test and students often passed the test.

1. Therefore, some advisory group members suggested using the licensing test as CTE test.

iii. Issue with paper-and-pencil test is we are unable to assign UICs and requires a hand batch process.

g. The cluster advisory group would like to have more instructors from both secondary and post secondary in the group as well as industry representatives.

i. Sue Maxam will send Jacqueline Dannis a list of instructors.

3. Aviation Assessment Update (David)

a. The Aviation group wanted to move forward on creating on assessment

b. The standards of the Aviation Program are up for review and revision in 2011-2012.

c. The group is unable to secure a web-based platform. 

d. The group will continue to work on the preparation of creating an assessment after April and through next year..

4. Agriculture Assessment Update (Krishnan Sudharsan & David)

a. The AFNR assessment has 113 questions and all has gone through an Assessment Review and Revision process.  The Review and Revision process included a Content Alignment Analysis, a content review, and a grammatical review by the 6 AFNR Review Team group members as well as OCTE personnel.

b.  The AFNR Review Team members completed the Content Review  using OCTE Supplied Content Review Rubrics.  OCTE completed the Grammar Review using a set of  Grammar Review Rubrics.

c. Both sets of Review Rubrics were used along with the Content Alignment Analysis to assist the AFNR Review Team in making improvement recommendations to the AFNR Assessment Vendor so that necessary changes can be made. 

d. The improved AFNR Assessment will be field tested this spring (in May).

e. The advisory group recommended that  contact to the district (teachers) should be made by next week to get field test participation

i. Randy can send out a request on his listserv.
f. The AFNR assessment is written to the cluster standards level and will be used for all AFNR classes and students.

5. Education & Training Assessment Update (Norma Tims)

a. The advisory group is composed of the OCTE program consultant, MDE personnel, postsecondary teacher preparation program faculty, secondary CTE Program teachers, an assessment expert and elementary educators. 

b. The committee group met virtually (parallel meeting: one at night, one at day). 

i. They reviewed possible assessments and narrowed the options down to two.

ii. 89% voted to field test the Michigan Basic Skills Test (MBST).

1. Reasons for choosing this assessment

a. It aligns with cluster foundation standards

b. It gives an industry-recognized credential

c. It is a “life time score”

d. It aligns with admission requirements of postsecondary teacher education programs – thus is valuable and motivating to students

2. It requires the test user to register 9 weeks before the test

c. MBST is administered through Pearson, Evaluation Systems group.

i. There will be 5 testing periods throughout the year. 

d. The program will field test the assessment in April 16th
i. There will be more than 100 students who take the assessment.

ii. There will be no need for proctoring or other involvement as it is at a test center.

iii.  The students will be taking paper and pencil test ( $100 cheaper than computer-based test).

iv. The students must go to the testing center. 

1. The testing arrangement is similar to how ACT is run.

v. The test cut score will be the state cut score.

vi. Students can choose 2 colleges to receive their test score.

vii. Since it is a paper-and-pencil test, no UICs are assigned and therefore it is more difficult to find out the students’ demographics (e.g., school name).

1. There will be 4 or 5 data elements to use for matching student scores to their other data (e.g., students’ name, UIC).

viii. Taking the test on Saturday is not likely to be a barrier, but transportation might become the issue (Brian).

ix. There are 87 testing sites in total and 3 of them are in the Upper Peninsula.

x. The test will be taken on the same day at all testing center.

xi. The cost of the test which is $48 per student will be covered by Assessment grant.

e. The group will meet in August to review the results and make a further recommendation.

6. Interstate Collaboration: Pathway Assessment group (Jill & David)

a. This collaborative effort of states started through the CCSSO:SCASS for Career and Technical education (see the assessment update for details.

b. The State of Kansas is the lead of this assessment collaborative development project.
i. Kansas has $900,000 to develop 8 to 9 pathway assessments.

c.  Some of the CTE programs match a pathway level assessment better than at a cluster level.

d. More valuable resources are put together due to this collaborative.

7. General Information & Issues (Jill & David)

a. Health Care Assessment has been changed concerning the way students are individually enrolled versus a mass enrollment.

i. Students have to be manually entered

ii. Spreadsheet can no longer be uploaded

Adjourned: 3:08p.m.
