
Merit Award 
Savannah Ruby 
Computer Science Academy 
Ingham Intermediate School District 
Waverly High School 
Nominator: Michelle Jennings, Instructor 
 
 
Savannah enrolled in the Computer Science Academy when she saw the endless opportunities that 
the class would provide for her and the “leg up” she would have on others going into Computer 
Sciences after high school.   
 
Savannah is described as a student who goes above and beyond by learning, studying, and 
volunteering for projects outside of classroom time.  She is also working with the Computer Science Academy on a 
collaborative project with MSU and Eastern High School outside of the classroom time to develop a Java Mobile App to 
demonstrate a mobile energy awareness application.   
 

In addition, she took time to create a website for The Michigan Council of 
Women in Technology website design competition and went to Saturday 
workshops at MSU to collaborate with other girls in computer science for the 
competition.  She was a finalist in the advanced category for her website and 
competed against 12 finalists in the advanced web design competition. 
 
After high school, Savannah plans to attend  
college and major in Management  
Information Systems with a minor in  
Computer Science. 
 

T he skills I have acquired will 
help me close the gap 

between men and women and I 
couldn’t be happier to take on 
the challenge. 

~Savannah Ruby  

Rachel Schmid 
Welding/Metal Fabrication 

Wexford Missaukee Career Technical Center 
Cadillac High School 

Nominator: Darin Kearns, Welding Instructor 
 
 
Rachel went into the Welding and Metal Fabrication program because she wanted to learn a 
useful skill. She likes to learn something new every day and this allowed her to do so.  
 
She is described as having a very positive attitude when it comes to homework, tests, and lab 

work and leads by example.  She has made the honor roll at both her home 
school and at the Career Technical Center and she is also a member of the 
Technical Honor Society.  In 2013, Rachel became a certified MIG welder.  
 
Rachel is involved with numerous church and community activities and considers 
academic achievement and community service as top priorities.  In addition, she 
mentors first year students. 
 
After high school, Rachel plans to attend Ferris State University, where she will 

get her associate’s degree in welding 
technology and her bachelor’s in welding 
engineering.  Her dream is to own her own 
fabrication shop.  

 

 

W hen someone says you 
can’t do something, take 

it as a challenge and prove 
them wrong. 

~ Rachel Schmid 
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