Criminal Justice

Criminal Justice, 8th Edition, James A. Inciardi

Ch. 1

· Statistics given on the breakdown of crime in the year 1968 (pg. 8); lead to the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968

· Chapter describes teams of individuals trying to study the facts and determine some causes for crime (using logical thought process and reasoning) and how to prevent it

· 13% of state budgets were dedicated to dealing with drug abuse but out of every one dollar spent, only 4 cents were allocated fort treatment and prevention; in 2002, the criminal justice system was the principal referral source for 36% of all substance abuse treatment admissions

· Bar graph showing proportion of female inmates in state and federal correctional institutions and pie chart showing criminal justice system referrals both located on pg. 15

· Suggestions for “Critical Thinking In Criminal Justice” given on pg. 21 are:  inspect the evidence, look for potential biases, ask whether the conclusions have been oversimplified, ask whether the conclusions have been over generalized, and consider other possible interpretations—all of these critical thinking skills are mathematical/analytical in nature

· Of all the murders, muggings, and rapes reported to the police, less than 5% receive public attention beyond a brief mention from local media

Ch. 2

· Proportions of U.S. Population Reporting Crime or Poverty as the Most Important Problem Facing the Nation Chart w/percentages on pg. 30

· Figure 2.1 regarding alcohol consumption (line graph)

· Understanding of sets and subsets (example:  three basic types of criminal law—statutory law, case law, and common law)

· Being able to categorize when looking at crime as a legal construct (Act or Omission, Criminal Intent, Violation of Criminal Law, Defense or Justification, Felonies and Misdemeanors, etc.)

· Discussion of Biological and Sociocultural theories of crime includes discussion of research, statistics in some cases, and interpretations of results; students can then do some thinking/discussing given that information and possibly make their own conclusions

· Bar graph on pg. 56 “Worries of Young Adults, Aged 18 to 29”

Ch. 3

· Pie chart on pg. 74 showing robbery distribution by location 2003

· Legal categories of crime—again use of sets/subsets, understanding the relationship of the part to the whole subcategory to the main category

· Pg. 77 line graph “Burglary in the United States 1983-2003”

· Pg. 78 bar graph “Pump and Run Thefts”

· Pg. 79 pie chart “U.S. Larceny-Theft, 2003”

· Pg. 80 table showing “Kidnapping for Ransom” numbers in various countries

· Various other charts, tables, and graphs to display statistics in this chapter

Ch. 4

· Chapter 4 gives a multitude of statistical information on crimes as it is titled “Criminal Statistics and The Extent of Crime”; the data is presented in a variety of formats (charts, tables, line graphs, bar graphs, etc.)

· Use of rate/100,000 population to describe total homicides each year

· Exhibit 4.2 “Crime Clock” shows breakdown of certain crimes by how often they occur (one occurs every so many minutes); categorizes them into violent versus property crimes

· Exhibit 4.3 “Victims & Justice” gives the crime index from 1990-2003, shows % change by both crimes and rate

· Pg. 106 shows how to calculate rates and % change for numbers given in Exhibit 4.3; formulas given

· Exhibit 4.6 “Crimes of Violence:  National Crime Survey and Uniform Crime Reports, 2003” gives numbers and rates for violent crimes based on both sources

· Table on pg. 116 showing percentage engaging in crime by gender for various crimes listed

· Students are repeatedly encouraged in this chapter to look at the statistics, recognize any bias that might be present and why, as well as how the statistics were gathered to determine their validity and reliability

Ch. 5

· Flowchart on Exhibit 5.5 “Law and Criminal Justice:  An Overview of the Criminal Justice Process”

Ch. 6

· Pg. 160 pie chart “Distribution of Sworn Police Officers in the United States” (city/state/federal)

· Pg. 167 table “NYPD Salary Schedules, 1845 and 2005”

· Pg. 174 line graph “Alien Apprehensions, 1985-2004”

· Pg. 175 bar graph “Chasing the Bad Guys, Then and Now”

· Pg. 176 “Gender and Race or Ethnicity of Full-Time Federal Officers with Arrest and Firearm Authority”

· Pg. 180 line graph “Spending for Private Security and Law Enforcement, 1980-2005”

Ch. 7

· Chapter contains data given in line graphs, bar graphs, flowcharts, pie charts, and table format

· Study done to compare normal, proactive, and reactive patrolling—found no significant differences in any of the areas

· Clearance rate refers to the proportion of crimes that result in arrest

· Detectives, who constitute less than 15% of the sworn officers in most well-managed departments, clear far fewer cases than the considerable larger number of officers assigned to patrol

· In 2005, estimated financial losses due to computer crime were approaching $100 billion and by 2010 they could exceed $1 trillion (note on side of pg. 206 gives some perspective for how much 1 trillion is)

· Exhibit 7.4 “Research on Crime & Justice” discusses a study done on “diversion” or the unlawful channeling of regulated pharmaceuticals from legal sources to the illicit marketplace

· Multitude of interesting statistics given about women in policing roles

· Multitude of statistics given in Exhibit 7.6 “Gender Perspectives on Crime and Justice” that discuss domestic violence and possible factors influencing police discretion in these cases 

Ch. 8

· Reasoning that a police officer might use to justify pulling someone over, obtaining a search warrant, or searching without a warrant (probably cause) uses some of the logic concepts discussed in the HSCEs

· Law enforcement must be aware of laws—what they can and cannot do if they want to be able to make a case against an individual in court (what would be permissible evidence and what would not, etc.); involves more use of logic and if/then statements; negation, etc.

Ch. 9

· As with most other chapters in the text, this chapter contains data and statistics given in a variety of formats—pie charts, tables, bar graphs, etc

Ch. 10

· Pgs. 300-302 contain flowcharts that show the State and Federal Court Structure, including specific charts for Florida and New York State

· Ch. 10 contains data presented in pie charts, bar graphs, and various other formats

· More flowcharts shown on pgs. 308, 312, and 319

Ch. 11

· Responsibilities of the judge as described on pg. 331 again use many of the constructs in logic and reasoning described in the HSCEs for Proofs

· Mathematical explanation of 2 misdemeanors = 1 felony on pg. 340

· Data represented in varied formats, much like previous chapters

Ch. 13

· Understanding the difference between the terms “concurrent” versus “consecutive”

· Data presented in a variety of formats, much like previous chapters

Math Used Repeatedly Throughout Text

· Statistics given on crime, court process, and punishment throughout the text (example:  the number of supreme court justices increased by 50%, from six to nine; since the court’s inception, the population it serves has expanded by some 265 million—an increase of more than 6,000%)

· Tables, charts, graphs to display information

· Multiple examples of using logic, if/then statements, deductive and inductive reasoning, etc.

· At the end of each chapter, the “Critical Thinking In Criminal Justice” sections discuss a particular crime or aspect of crime, sometimes discuss some statistics and then ask students to answer some questions based on logical conclusion; each section also asks students to look at bias in the statistics or how they could be used to make an untrue statement or put a certain slant on things

