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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  State Board of Education 
 
FROM: Michael P. Flanagan, Chairman 
 
SUBJECT: Approval of Competitive Grant Criteria for Early On® under Part C of the 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act for the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009 

 
The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) was enacted for job preservation 
and creation, infrastructure investment, energy efficiency, assistance to the 
unemployed, and state and local fiscal stabilization.  The act appropriates 
approximately $144 billion for state and local fiscal relief, some of which is for grant 
programs. 
 
Michigan has received an award of approximately $13.3 million for Part C of the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) through ARRA.  While the first 50 
percent of the award was immediately distributed to local service agencies, a portion of 
the second 50 percent will be retained for grants that will assist in strengthening the 
infrastructure and providing an opportunity to refine replicable delivery models for 
dissemination across the system. 
 
It is recommended that the State Board of Education approve the criteria for Early On® 
under Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act for the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act, as attached to the Superintendent’s memorandum 
dated November 23, 2009. 
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Criteria for Competitive Early On® grants under  
Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act     

 
The State Board of Education has adopted as its Strategic Goal “Attain substantial and 
meaningful improvement in academic achievement for all students/children with primary 
emphasis on high priority schools and students.”   
 
To the extent possible, all grant criteria and grant awards will serve to further attain the 
above goal, and the Board’s Vision and Principles of Universal Education. 
 
PRIORITIES, POLICIES, AND PROGRAMS THAT THESE CRITERIA SUPPORT 
 
The criteria for competitive grants under Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act (IDEA) for American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009 support the 
Board’s expectation of achievement for all children by providing the early intervention 
support to achieve improved outcomes for children and families.  All activities of the Early 
On system address the tenets of universal education and promote early childhood literacy 
and school/community relationships. 
 
BACKGROUND/PURPOSE OF GRANT 
 

  Competitive        Formula         New         Continuation     
 

The Part C of Individuals with Disabilities Education Act for the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009 competitive grants will assist in strengthening the infrastructure 
for a statewide, comprehensive, coordinated, multidisciplinary, family centered, interagency 
system of early intervention services to eligible infants and toddlers and their families by 
refining replicable delivery models, enhancing existing procedures and practices, and 
increasing awareness of mechanisms that lead to increased sustainability.  Each grant will 
provide expertise and products designed to expand and improve existing early intervention 
services being provided to eligible infants and toddlers and their families.  

  
CRITERIA 
 
Date criteria were last approved  _N/A______ 
 

  Defined in Legislation    Defined in Department’s Approved           Proposed by 
   Grant Application to the Funder                Staff 
 
The applicants for this grant program will be held to a high standard of accountability 
through rigorous specificity in the application, reporting, and evaluation process, as required 
by federal guidance.  Reforms such as the following will be addressed with targeted 
competitive grants (examples are not intended to be a menu of options or a list of “silver 
bullets,” but rather a starting point for consideration in light of state and local goals, data, 
and circumstances).  These initial examples are organized into four categories.  IDEA Part C 
ARRA funds may be used to:   
 

• Adopt scientifically-based practices to ensure the delivery of quality early 
intervention services, including service coordination and evaluations and 
assessments using the latest best practices based on peer-reviewed research. 

• Establish data systems and use data to inform decisions and improve delivery of 
services.  



• Increase Early Intervention Services provider effectiveness and reduce shortages of 
qualified personnel in key areas such as speech/language, occupational, and physical 
therapy. 

• Improve outcomes for all infants and toddlers with disabilities, particularly in the 
areas of positive social-emotional skills (including social relationships); the 
acquisition of and use of knowledge and skills (including early language, 
communication, and fine and gross motor skills); and the use of appropriate 
behaviors to meet their needs. 

 
Applications will be reviewed for the following:  
 

• Strategies and proposals that adhere to the four reform areas of the ARRA funding. 
• Capacity to complete proposed activities within the allowed time period. 
• Feasibility to replicate the activities across the state. 
• The potential impact on the early intervention system for infants and toddlers. 
• The sustainability of the proposed innovation. 

 
ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS/TARGET POPULATION TO BE SERVED BY GRANT 
 
State Partnering Agencies, Intermediate School Districts, Institutions of Higher Education, and 
Eligible Local Partnerships  
 
TOTAL FUNDS AVAILABLE 
 
$1,045,000 
 
LEGISLATION 
  
The governing legislation is Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Improvement Act of 2004 which also requires adherence to the Education General 
Administrative Rules, specifically 34 CFR 76.720, 80.40, 303.501, 20 U.S.C. 1441 (e)(1)(D), 
and 34 CFR 303.654. 
 
On February 17, 2009, President Obama signed into law the ARRA of 2009.  ARRA provided 
Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act with additional funds.  
 
OFFICE ADMINISTERING GRANT/PROGRAM CONTACT 
 
Office of Early Childhood Education and Family Services  
Contact:  Vanessa Winborne, Part C Coordinator     Telephone:  517-335-4865 
 
 


