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DEFINITION 

Screening:  The use of a brief procedure or instrument designed to 
identify, from within a large population of children, those who may 
need further assessment to verify developmental and/or health risks. 
Council of Chief of State School Officers, Early Childhood Education Assessment (ECEA) 
Consortium www.ccsso.org  

Developmental screening is standardized and surveys abilities in broad 
terms:  large and small muscle coordination, perception, language, cognitive 
development, and emotional and behavioral concerns.  Developmental 
screening provides adaptations for cultural and linguistic variability.  Parents 
are informed in advance of the type and purpose of all child assessments; 
parent input is sought to help staff more fully understand the child; and 
results of assessments are always shared with parents.  If a potential 
problem is detected, staff and parents follow local (written) policy and work 
together to complete a referral for further evaluation.  The local education 
agency/intermediate school district is responsible to follow up on all referrals.  
 

SCREENING AS A PART OF THE ASSESSMENT SYSTEM 

The assessment of young children continues to grow in importance.  Great 
Start Readiness Program (GSRP) grantees are knowledgeable about the role 
of developmental screening in an effective system for successful early 
learners.  Experts generally agree that the assessment of young children has 
four purposes: 

1. To plan instruction for individuals and groups.  
2. Effectively communicate with parents. 
3. Identify children who may require specialized programs and 

interventions. 
4. Provide information for program improvement and accountability. 

(National Association of Early Childhood Specialists in State Departments of 
Education, 1991; National Education Goals Panel, 1998) 
 
The Committee on Developmental Outcomes and Assessments for Young 
Children (2008) affirms that assessments make crucial contributions to the 
improvement of children's well-being if they are well designed, implemented 
effectively, developed in the context of systematic planning, and are 
interpreted and used appropriately. 
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http://www.ccsso.org/


HOW AND WHEN SCREENING SHOULD OCCUR 
 
In a comprehensive Great Start early childhood system, very young children 
should be screened for hearing, vision, and developmental growth during 
regular health checkups.  When screening has not occurred six months prior 
to enrollment, it is implemented as children enroll into the GSRP.  This 
screening is planned so it does not bring added stress for children, families, 
or staff.  Screening can occur as part of recruitment for preschool and is 
often supported by multiple community agencies, schools, and their 
personnel.  The National Early Childhood Accountability Task Force (2007) 
recommends that local school districts/agencies support a high-quality early 
childhood system by creating opportunities for teachers and managers to 
initiate regional dialog around child assessment, spanning preschool to grade 
3, and related data on demographic trends and learning opportunities.  
 
In Michigan, developmental screening policy and practice are aligned with the 
Michigan Early Childhood Standards of Quality for Prekindergarten (ECSQ-
PK).  The ECSQ-PK can be downloaded from the GSRP websites at 
www.michigan.gov/gsrp or www.michigan.gov/gsrpcompetitive.  
 
 

 DEVELOPMENTAL SCREENING  
IS 

DEVELOPMENTAL SCREENING 
IS NOT 

A snapshot look at a child’s 
development, administered within the 
last six months, or as children are 
enrolled into the GSRP. 

An in-depth, exclusive profile of a child’s 
development. 

Intended to identify the need for 
further assessment to verify delay in 
any developmental or health domain. 

Used to diagnose special needs. 

Carefully administered and data is 
carefully reviewed to avoid mistaken 
judgments about children or the 
program. 

Used to determine individual supports for 
a child’s development. 

Part of a larger assessment system 
including ongoing child assessment, 
parent involvement, and program 
improvement. 

A pre- and post-test for child 
development. 

Implemented with adaptations or 
special attention to cultural and 
linguistic variability.  

Used to rank, exclude, or label children.   

Comprehensive across developmental 
domains and includes parental input. 

Restricted to pre-academic domains such 
as language/literacy or mathematics. 

 
 
 
 
 

 2

 

http://www.michigan.gov/gsrp
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Commonly Used Developmental Screening Tools 
 
Ages and Stages Questionnaires (ASQ); 
http://www.brookespublishing.com/store/books/bricker-asq/index.htm  
 
Battelle Developmental Inventory Screener; 
http://www.riversidepublishing.com/products/bdi2/scoring.html#datamanag
er   
 
Brigance Preschool Screen II; 
http://www.cainc.com/products/detail.asp?title=brigscreenearlyp&grade=&al
lgrade=&s=&single=1#ordernow   
 
Denver Developmental Screening Test II (DDST-II); 
http://www.denverii.com/DenverII.html  
 
Developmental Indicators for the Assessment of Learning—Third Edition 
(DIAL-3); 
http://www.pearsonschool.com/index.cfm?PMDbSiteId=2781&PMDbSolutionI
d=6726&PMDbSubSolutionId=21683&PMDbCategoryId=6685&PMDbSubCate
goryId=&PMDbProgramId=34003&level=4&locator=PSZ182  
 
Early Screening Inventory-Revised (ESI-R); 
http://www.pearsonlearning.com/index.cfm?a=52  
 
 
Resources 
 
Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO). The Words We Use: 
A Glossary of Terms for Early Childhood Education Standards and 
Assessment: www.ccsso.org/eceaglossary  
 
Espinosa, L. and Lopez, M. (2007).  Assessment Considerations for Young 
English Language Learners Across Different Levels of Accountability.    
Commissioned paper for First 5 LA and the Pew Charitable Trusts’ Early 
Childhood Accountability Project. 
http://www.first5la.org/files/AssessmentConsiderationsEnglishLearners.pdf  
 
Holmes-Lonergan, H., Thomas, J., Leong, D., and Bodrova, E. Assessment 
Database. National Institute for Early Education Research. 
http://nieer.org/assessment/   
 
McAfee, O., Leong, D.J. and Bodrova, E. (2004). Basics of Assessment: A 
Primer for Early Childhood Educators. NAEYC. 
 
Michigan Early Childhood Standards of Quality for Prekindergarten (2005),  
Michigan Department of Education.  
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Ong, C., Lozano, P., Lopez, M. and Barrueco, S., (2007). Making the Most of 
Assessment: What Every Practitioner Should Know About Assessing Young 
English Language Learners.  Resource Guide commissioned by First 5 LA. 
http://www.first5la.org/files/Making_the_Most_of%20Assessment_5-20-
08.pdf
 
Snow, C., VanHemel, S, eds. 2008. Early Childhood Assessment: Why, What 
and How? A report of the Committee on Developmental Outcomes and 
Assessments for Young Children for the National Research Council of the 
National Academies. National Academies Press.  Washington, D.C. 
http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=12446
 
 
Taking Stock: Assessing and Improving Early Childhood Learning and 
Program Quality.  (2007)  A report from The National Early Childhood 
Accountability Task Force, commissioned by the PEW Charitable Trust, 
Foundation for Child Development and the Joyce Foundation.   
http://www.pewtrusts.org/uploadedFiles/wwwpewtrustsorg/Reports/Pre-
k_education/task_force_report1.pdf  
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