
Recognition Award 
Autumn Dawn LaTour 

Public Safety Program 

William D. Ford Career-Technical Center 

John Glenn High School 

Nominator:  Kevin Brookshire, Jr., Public Safety Program Instructor 

 

 

Autumn has always wanted to save lives.  When her sister was injured in a soccer game and the ambulance 

arrived to help, Autumn was inspired to look into this career area.   She enrolled in the Public Safety Program at the William D. 

Ford Career-Technical Center as the first step of her plan to become a firefighter/paramedic.  
 

She is one of only three females in the class of 21 students.  She says she is lucky, as everyone is supportive of each other in the 

program.  In her classroom, she is a squad leader and often works with small groups of her classmates by leading the lesson of 

the day.  
 

One of the tactical tasks that was a challenge was hoisting a fifty pound hose line 

approximately two stories.  Autumn worked both before and after school to obtain the 

skill and be successful.  It is her persistence and attitude that her instructor noted as 

qualities that will serve her well in this field.  
 

Autumn has received academic honors, been involved in Turn Off the Violence Night, 

Art Club, Film Club, and SkillsUSA Competition.  She is a member of the National 

Technical Honor Society.  
 

Next year she will work full time on her paramedic skills and will prepare for the state 

test after she graduates.  In college, she can go directly into the Firefighter 2 course.   

Kayla M. Liscumb 

Emerging Technologies Program 

Bay Arenac ISD Career Center 

Meridian High School 

Nominator:  Patrick Schultz, Program Instructor 

 

 
Kayla credits her English teacher for helping her to focus on what she would like to pursue for a career.  A 

research paper assignment helped her cement her choice of web developer/web page designer.   She has 

participated in both the hardware side and the software side of the program, an option that few students pursue. 

 

Although some of her friends wondered why she enrolled in a program with mostly male students, 

Kayla found a way to build relationships and make friends with her classmates.  She overcame the 

initial rude comments and disapproving looks and quickly demonstrated that she could hold her 

own among those in the class.  

 

Kayla is a volunteer at the Humane Society, participates in sideline cheer, is on the Prom 

Committee, and works part time at a fast food restaurant.  She has received perfect attendance 

awards (despite a 45 minute commute to the Career Center), and placed 2nd in Web Page Design at 

Business Professionals of America.  She has earned Certified Internet Webmaster (CIW) 

certifications in Networking Foundations, Internet Business, and Site Foundations Development:  

all industry recognized credentials.   

 

Kayla plans to attend Delta College, where she will participate in the 3+ 1 program with Northwood 

University.  She would like to own her own web design business.  
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