Equitable Access
Section 427 of the General Education Revision Act requires each applicant for funds to include in its Consolidated Application a description of the steps the applicant proposes to take to ensure Equitable Access to, and participation in, its Federally-assisted program for students, teachers, and other program beneficiaries with special needs.  These descriptions although potentially related, are different statements than required in the Federal Assurances.  Essentially the Assurance Statements address select Classes the organization agrees it will not discriminate against.  An example of a properly worded statement of Assurance might read as follows:  “The Applicant hereby agrees that it will comply with all federal and Michigan laws and regulations prohibiting discrimination and, in accordance therewith, no person, on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin or ancestry, age, sex, marital status or handicap, shall be discriminated against, excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or otherwise be subjected to discrimination in any program or activity for which it is responsible or for which it receives financial assistance from the U. S. Department of Education or the Michigan Department of Education.”  Applicants frequently repeat the Assurance Statements which is NOT the INTENT of the Equitable Access Section of the Consolidated Application.  An actual example from a recently submitted Consolidated Application for a new PSA, in response to the description request to …Describe how parents are insured equitable access to, and participation in, program services, reads:  “Gender, race, national origin, color, disability, or age will not prevent parents from access or participation in federally funded projects or activities.”
First, note the generic examples and then review the examples taken from actual Applications as to how an applicant might satisfy the requirements of this Section in the Consolidated Application.
· An applicant that proposed to carry out a model science program for secondary students and is concerned that girls may be less likely than boys to enroll in the course, might indicate how it intends to conduct “outreach” efforts to girls, to encourage their enrollment.

· An applicant proposes to develop instructional materials for classroom use might describe how it will make the materials available on audio tape or in Braille for students who are blind.

· An applicant that proposes to carry out an adult literacy projects serving among others, adults with limited English proficiency, might describe in its Application how it intends to distribute a brochure about the proposed project to such potential participants in their native language.

The narrative in the three sections of the Description of Equitable Access refers to ALL grant sources and stakeholders in the Application.  Hence, a set of properly worded descriptions for the respective three categories (students, staff & parents/community) of stakeholders might read as indicated below:
· Students – Currently there are no barriers identified that would hinder student equitable access.  Students are selected by examining results from assessments, attendance, behavioral referrals and at-risk surveys.  Students are identified for participation and needing of intervention after falling below the following assessment benchmarks:  Reading below grade level, scoring a 3 or 4 on our formative & summative assessments.  Finally we will provide accommodations and options on all computers that address the needs of handicapped students (increased font, text-to-speech, etc)
· Staff – Currently there are no barriers that would hinder staff from equitable access.  Staff is selected by looking at the number of students they have access to on a daily basis that have been identified as priority to receive Title funded services.  In addition, staff professional development records are examined to ensure there will not be a duplication of professional development offered.  Finally, all staff will have an equal opportunity to participate in program planning, in areas of expertise and certification and opportunities to apply for leadership positions.
· Parents – Currently there are no barriers that would hinder parents from participation in funded programs.  We will provide information about our programs via multiple methods such as:  community and parent meetings, school-wide distribution, door-to-door fliers, Public Service Announcements (radio and local cable) information packets shared with local churches, and other organizations.  We will also provide information to potential participants in their native language and ensure the facility continues to meet local, state and federal codes for handicapped accessibility for our parents & and community members.
The preceding examples are intended to distinguish Assurances from descriptions of Equitable Access and should not be viewed as the only way to word the respective three categories addressing students, staff and parents/community.  Each description should reflect the local circumstances and specify how equitable access will be ensured in both programs and services for stakeholder groups included in the budget detail of the Consolidated Application.  Adherence to these guidelines will make it less likely the reviewing Consultant will have to return the Application for Modifications in this Section and expedite the possibility of making it substantially approvable.  Please be sure to refer to the HELP button to further guide you responses to this Section of the Consolidated Application.
