Michigan Department of Education

Child and Adult Care Food Program
Automatic Eligibility for Even Start

Even Start agencies may claim free meals (Category A) in the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) for children enrolled in Even Start.

Eligibility Criteria

The child must be enrolled as a participant in an Even Start Program authorized under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 and the child must not yet be enrolled in kindergarten.

To be eligible for Even Start services, children must be between the ages of birth through seven years and have a parent or parents: (a) who are eligible for participation in an adult basic education program under the Adult Education Act or who are within the State’s compulsory school attendance age range, as long as the local education agency provides or ensures the availability of the basic education component and (b) who are participating in the Even Start project.
Other Children

Children who are not enrolled in Even Start are not automatically eligible for free (Category A) meals.  A Household Income Eligibility Statement is required for these children to determine eligibility for free and reduced price meals.

Instructions

Prepare a list of names of children enrolled as participants in the Even Start Family Literacy Program who have not yet entered kindergarten.  List the names in alphabetical order with first and last names of eligible children.  Do not include names of children who are not eligible.

A certification statement must be attached to the list of names and be signed and dated by the local project director or an individual authorized to provide the certification on behalf of the Even Start Family Literacy Program.  As new qualified children enroll, add their names to the list.  Do not delete the names of children who are no longer enrolled.

Retain the list of children and the certification statement for three years after the end of the fiscal year to which they pertain, or if an audit is outstanding, until the time the audit is closed.
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      I certify that the children whose names are on the attached list are enrolled as participants in the Even Start Family 
      Literacy Program and they have not yet entered kindergarten.  I have not included names of children who are not
      enrolled as participants in the Even Start Family Literacy Program or children who have entered kindergarten.

                                      Signature of Authorized Official                                                                                         Title

                                                                                                                   Date




