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Office of Professional Preparation Services

Procedures for Experimental Educator Preparation Programs

Administrative Rule 390.1153 Approved Teacher preparation institutions; experimental programs states:

Rule 53.  “The superintendent of public instruction, at the request of an approved teacher preparation institution, may waive for a specific time particular requirements of this code for experimental teacher preparation programs.  A request for such a waiver shall provide sufficient detail as prescribed to allow substantial scientifically based experimentation with preparation programs.  An institution shall objectively evaluate and report on the effectiveness of the experiment for the specified time period.  The superintendent of public instruction may give approval to continue an experimental program when evaluation data provide evidence of value.”

Educator preparation providers (EPPs) that wish to offer an experimental program must apply for approval to the Michigan Department of Education’s (MDEs) Office of Professional Preparation Services (OPPS). The MDE does not have a separate application for institutions to propose an experimental program; rather, EPPs should use the respective application for the type of program being offered (e.g., endorsement, elementary certification, administrator certification) and include an addendum with the proposed experimental program design on institution letterhead. The following is an outline of what the proposal should include:

I. Description of the specific change(s) desired.
II. The specific administrative rule(s) for which the institution is seeking a waiver with a justification for the waiver. NOTE: State laws cannot be waived.
III. Description of the candidates and the size of the cohort to be affected.
IV. Description of how the experimental program will be evaluated or assessed (MTTC scores, retention rates, employment of grads, retention of grads in the profession, etc.).
V. Assurance the institution will forward a progress report to the MDE by June 30 of the year in which initial approval expires, including appropriate measures of program impact.
VI. If the program includes a control group, the institution would also report information on the same measures for the control group and the experimental group.
VII. If the experimental program is successful, the institution may request a three year extension.
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