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English Language Arts - Grade 7 Released Items Fall 2008

PART 3

WRITING FROM
KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE

DIRECTIONS:

You will be given a theme and a number of ways to write about it. You may use examples from
real life, from what you read or watch, or from your imagination.

Your audience will be interested aduits,

You may not use ahy resource materials (such as dictionaries, grammar books, or spelling books)
for this test. Use only a No. 2 pencil.

Use the checklist for Part 3 to help with your response, The Notes/Planning space may be used for
writing down and organizing your ideas.

Your response must be written on the lines in Part 3 of your Answer Document. Only the writing
in your Answear Document will be scored. No extra sheets may be used.

Turn the page and follow along as I read the prompt to you.
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WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE

31 WRITE ABOUT THE THEME: COOPERATION

There are many times and places in life when cooperation among people is helpful or

necessary. While some people find it easy to cooperate, octhers may hawve more trouble
doing so. Write about cooperation.

Do ONLY ONE of the following:

describe a time when pecple cooperated with others to get a job done
OR
tell about a time when cooperating with someone else was helpful
OR
describe how cooperation was necessary for someone’s survival
OR
explain how people use cooperation to reach success
OR
tell about a time you were expected to cooperate against your own wishes
OR

write about cooperation in your own way.
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PART 3: CHECKLIST FOR
WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE

DIRECTIONS:

Use this checklist to help you with your response. Your response must be written on the lines in
Part 3 of your Answer Document.

CHECKLIST:

_____ Do I have a clear central idea that connects to the theme?
_____ Dol stay focused on the theme?

Do I support my central idea with Important detalls/examples?

_____ Do need to take out details/examples that DO NOT support my central idea?
_____ Do I use avariety of words, phrases, and/or sentences?

Have I spelled, punctuated, and capitalized my writing to help readers understand it?

NOTES/PLANNING
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Michigan Educational Assessment Program
Rubric for Writing from Knowledge and Experience
Grades 3-8

6 The writing is exceptionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are thoroughly developed with
relevant details and examples where appropriate. The writer's control over organization and the
connections between ideas moves the reader smoothly and naturally through the text. The
writer shows a mature command of language including precise word choice that results in a
compelling piece of writing. Tight control over language use and mastery of writing conventions
contribute to the effect of the response.

5 The writing is clear and focused. Ideas and content are well developed with relevant details and
examples where appropriate. The writer's control over organization and the connections
between ideas effectively moves the reader through the text. The writer shows a command of
language including precise word choice. The language is well controlled, and occasional lapses
in writing conventions are hardly noticeable.

4 The writing is generally clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with relevant
details and examples where appropriate, although there may be some unevenness. The
response is generally coherent, and its organization is functional. The writer's command of
language, including word choice, supports meaning. Lapses in writing conventions are not
distracting.

3 The writing is somewhat clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with limited or
partially successful use of examples and details. There may be evidence of an organizational
structure, but it may be artificial or ineffective. Incomplete mastery over writing conventions and
language use may interfere with meaning some of the time. Vocabulary may be basic.

2 The writing is only occas(ﬁnally clear and focused. Ideas and content are underdeveloped.
There may be little evidence of organizational structure. Vocabulary may be limited. Limited
control over writing conventions may make the writing difficult to understand.

1 The writing is generally unclear and unfocused. Ideas and content are not developed or
connected. There may be no noticeable organizational structure. Lack of control over writing
conventions may make the writing difficult to understand.

Condition codes for unratable papers (zeroes):

A — Off-topic or insufficient

B — Written in a Language -other than English or lllegible
C - Blank
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Anchor Paper 1
Score Point: 1

This minimal response attcmpts to focus on coopcratlon (working in the yard) but the

- ideas and content are not developed. Lack of control over wntmg conventions make the
response difficult to undetstand
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Anchor Paper 2
Score Point: 1

This respc:nse provides the student’s definition of coopcra}tion with only a single
undeveloped example as support (...I will play his and mine t0o).
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Anchor Paper 3
Score Point: 1

This response is focused on cooperation but the ideas and content are not developed or

connected. Organization is lacking; sentences could be interchanged and not alter
meaning.
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Anchor Paper 4
Score Point: 2

This longer response is only occasionally clear as it rcpeatedly jumps from one
underdeveloped idea to another (cleaning, what has, cleaning, reward, dinner, not

- fighting). Toward the end, some details become repetitive (We also got paid a job well
done also...We also got a job well done.)
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Anchor Paper S
Score Point: 2

This response addresses the prompt but the focus shifts (took a class, not fun cooperating,
cooperated to complete a project). There is no logical organization or progression of
ideas. Ideas and content are underdeveloped.
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Anchor Paper 6
Score Point: 2

This response focuses on cooperation and there is evidence of organization (factories
have lines, everyone does their job, cars can’t be made). Content is underdeveloped.

More elaboration is required for a higher score.
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Anchor Paper 7
Score Point: 3

 This briefresponse is somewhat focused on the idea of building a tree house. Thcrf': is
evidence of organization in the sequence of events (went to Home Depot, got supplies,
finished the tree house, sister was happy) but it is not always effective (if I didn’t

* cooperate I’d get grounded). Details lack elaboration. Transitions are weak and
vocabulary is basic
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Anchor Paper 8
- Score Point: 3

- This somewhat clear and focused response has only limited development of content. The
~ writer provides a list of examples of where cooperation is needed (jobs, marriage, school,
.- family) but supporting details lack elaboration. Organization is ineffective; transitions

- are weak and ideas do not progress logically.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 15



English Language Arts - Grade 7 Released Items Fall 2008

There are mewy  Hirnes awd placss in b
winan  Cooprmpihon aneng preple. o rountries
i$ heipPul. (ooperation hoppens evesydny and
1 mathe who you a or whese f"nu bive ypov
have Ho coopate  worfh someone, Take the (X4,
for oanmple, Fhem. bae geeadly been o Yim
of denay for . The Iaﬁiﬁsuppﬁcr of
rice. 45 cning . h chipa e pesples +here, lave
Ao the USA aud Chim rbvet  fnem Jriteg
aiO@ a,'f:‘ —-Hal- 3!"&4 r-eq&n«l-!y b+ #I(y bsth
0. whot Jhar foupddies  pawd cud —Hw sSav/
hty we hove ~ice ond you lave aggs bef. ¥
Lw!_u-—:l Gr1gue beet~ Gud yev want rice, Ik coopuste
wnth each ofher sq )uusa:- winat you waat
ard WL got what ue ant, Se Ch’ﬂ? e
the USA gt a'lay:j and ooewle o gaJ'uJ‘w"}
tha H%P!b want, In L +hic was neceacy
Loo The Us4 awnd Chimds 5N By syrvinal, So
i auay being able 4 ok i3 wore impor e
than e voud Hrnk.  but i "&ﬁzém eLery o
Tt wlﬂy { thiné ?ﬂ'l@fc ace vinany +1nes cud
plees n [ife When Cogpurglion is belplut.

et it O

e —

Anchor Paper 9
Score Point: 3

This somewhat clear and focused response provides partially successful support for a
single idea (rice for beef). Repetitive organization and insufficient elaboration prevent a
higher score.
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Anchor Paper 10
Score Point: 3

This longer response is somewhat focused on a single idea (cooperating to improve a
softball team). Development is partially successful; details support the central theme and

are organized in a logical progression despite ineffective transitions.
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Anchor Paper 11
Score Point: 4

This response is generally clear and focused on a central idea (cooperating to save a
kitten) and is developed with relevant details. Each person's task is briefly but clearly
described step-by-step. Organization is generally coherent although there is some
shifting from the central theme (cooling the horses, removing the saddles). Lack of
sentence variety does not detract from the response.
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Anchor Paper 12
. Score Point: 4 =

* This generally plear response maintains a single focus (cooperating to win a basketball
| gaqle) and the ideas and content are relevant. The response is coherent and progresses
- .. logically. More elaboration is required for a higher score.
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Anchor Paper 13
Score Point: 4

This generally clear response maintains a single focus (cooperating to build a fort) and
the ideas and content are relevant and coherent. Details are developed as an elaborated

list of tasks and follow a logical progression. Effective use of dialogue supports meaning.
More elaboratlon is reql.ured for a higher score.
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Anchor Paper 14

~ Score Point: 5
This clear, focused response is well developed with a variety of relevant details that
describe a cooperative effort to survive on a desert island. Control over organization
maintains the connections between the myriad ideas and provides fluency. Precise word
choices (laden down with food, refreshed with excitement, flagged down a boat as you
would a taxi) enhances the response.
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‘Anchor Paper 15
Score Point: 5

This clear, focused response is well developed with relevant details that describe
extinguishing a brush fire. Effective organization maintains the connections and vivid
word choice (crops turn to dust, bowels of the engine, ignite the grass, crackling flames to
a pile of soggy ashes, potential crisis into a mere nuisance) enhance the response and
demonstrate a command of the language.
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Anchor Paper 16 : .
Score Point: 6

This exceptlonally clear and focused response presents thoroughly developed details with
clarity and connections between ideas progress smoothly and logically. The writer
vividly develops the anticipation of an evening with her friend (the activities, the clock-
watching, the blast they would have). Then, with equal precision, describes the anger and
disappointment, a consequence of not cooperating/obeying (hauling dirty laundry instead
of eating cookie dough). Tight control over language and mastery of syntax and
mechanics enhance the response and indicate a mature command of the language.
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