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English Language Arts - Grade 5 Released Items Fall 2008

PART 3

WRITING FROM
KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE

DIRECTIONS:

You will be given a theme and a number of ways to write about it. You may use
examples from real life, from what you read or watch, or from your imagination.

Your audience will be interested adults.

You may not use any resource materials (such as dictionaries, grammar books, or
spelling books) for this test. Use only a No. 2 pencil.

Use the checklist for Part 3 to help with your response. The Notes/Planning space
may be used for writing down and organizing your ideas.

Your response must be written on the lines in Part 3 of your Answer Document.
Only the writing in your Answer Document will be scored. No extra sheets may
be used.

Turn the page and follow along as I read the prompt to you.
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WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE

31 WRITE ABOUT THE THEME: REACHING YOUR GOALS
It is important to set goals in life. Goals are things that we want to achieve.

Goals can be big or small. A big goal would be to compete in the

Olympics. A small goal would be to swim the length of a pool. Write
about reaching your goals.

Do ONLY ONE of the following:

write about a goal that you set for yourself and how you achieved it
OR

write about a goal you would like to achieve and
how you can reach it

OR

tell about someone you know who reached a goal and
explain how that person did it

OR

describe someone famous who has reached a goal
OR

write about reaching your goals in your own way.
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PART 3: CHECKLIST FOR
WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE
DIRECTIONS:

Use this checklist to help you with your response. Your response must be written
on the lines in Part 3 of your Answer Document.

CHECKLIST:

Do I have a clear central idea that connects to the theme?

Do 1 stay focused on the theme?
Do I support my central idea with important details/examples?

Do I need to take out details/examples that DO NOT support my
central idea?

Do I use a variety of words, phrases, and/or sentences?

Have I spelled, punctuated, and capitalized my writing to help readers
understand it?

NOTES/PLANNING
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Michigan Educational Assessment Program
Rubric for Writing from Knowledge and Experience
Grades 3-8

6 The writing is exceptionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are thoroughly developed with
relevant details and examples where appropriate. The writer’s control over organization and the
connections between ideas moves the reader smoothly and naturally through the text. The
writer shows a mature command of language including precise word choice that resuilts in a
compelling piece of writing. Tight control over language use and mastery of writing conventions
contribute to the effect of the response.

5 The writing is clear and focused. Ideas and content are well developed with relevant details and
examples where appropriate. The writer's control over organization and the connections
between ideas effectively moves the reader through the text. The writer shows a command of
language including precise word choice. The language is well controlled, and occasional lapses
in writing conventions are hardly noticeable.

4 The writing is generally clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with relevant
details and examples where appropriate, although there may be some unevenness. The
response is generally coherent, and its organization is functional. The writer's command of
language, including word choice, supports meaning. Lapses in writing conventions are not
distracting.

3 The writing is somewhat clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with limited or
partially successful use of examples and details. There may be evidence of an organizational
structure, but it may be artificial or ineffective. Incomplete mastery over writing conventions and
language use may interfere with meaning some of the time. Vocabulary may be basic.

2 The writing is only occasfbnally clear and focused. Ideas and content are underdeveloped.
There may be little evidence of organizational structure. Vocabulary may be limited. Limited
control over writing conventions may make the writing difficult to understand.

1 The writing is generally unclear and unfocused. Ideas and content are not developed or
connected. There may be no noticeable organizational structure. Lack of control over writing
conventions may make the writing difficult to understand.

Condition codes for unratable papers (zeroes):

A — Off-topic or insufficient

B — Written in a Language other than English or lllegible
C - Blank
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Anchor Paper 1
Scorepoint: 1

The writer attempts to focus on the goal of competing in sports. However, there is no
development and no organizational structure to this brief response.
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Anchor Paper 2
Scorepoint: 1

The focus of this response is unclear. The writer makes a list of wants but does not focus
on one specific goal (I want to have a car, a mansion, a plasma t.v.....). Although the
writer states how their goal (getting items) will be achieved, each idea and overall content
is undeveloped.
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Anchor Paper 3
Scorepoint: 1

This response provides a single goal (being an astronaut), but lacks development and
examples necessary for a higher score point.
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Anchor Paper 4
Scorepoint: 2

This response is occasionally clear and focused. There is an attempt to focus on the goal

of losing weight. The writer lists different reasons why this goal is important (could play
longer, I would be happy), but each remains underdeveloped. There is little evidence of

organization beyond a list.
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Anchor Paper §
Scorepoint: 2

The focus of this response is achieving a soccer goal. The writer attempts to give some
details of events leading up to playing soccer (set a goal to play soccer and run a lot, last

year did not do well, playing again next year). Ideas and content of how the goal will be
achieved are repetitive and underdeveloped.
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Anchor Paper 6
Scorepoint: 2

The focus of this longer response is only occasionally clear. The response includes a lot
of details concerning the family trip at the beginning and the middle of the narrative (who
was going on trip, animals seen on trip, activities). However, only brief development at -
the end of the response focuses on the goal (so I thought about my goal in life to peta
hammer head shark). There is little evidence of organizational structure.
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Anchor Paper 7
Scorepoint: 3

This shorter response has a somewhat clear focus on a goal to become a Veterinarian.
Although writing is shorter in length, content is partially developed with a progression of
ideas and details of how to achieve this goal (start out by reading books on animals,
become a vets assistant, go to college with money earned). Some evidence of an
organizational structure is given by the use of transitions (then, after).
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Anchor Paper 8
Scorepoint: 3

This writing is somewhat clear and focused on achieving a goal of reading an AR 6.0
point book. The writer uses some details of how this goal was achieved (I achieved this
goal by reading 2-3 times a day). However, examples and details are limited and only
partially developed.
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Anchor Paper 9
Scorepoint: 3

This writing is somewhat clear and focused on possible occupations. The writer
introduces three goals (Nascar Nextel racecar driver, a mechanic, and a semi driver).
There is evidence of organizational structure with the connection of ideas. The writer
transitions from one idea to the next (Also, If that doesn’t work...). However
development is only partially successful for each goal.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 15



English Language Arts - Grade 5 Released ltems Fall 2008

0

oy Seiend !

Anchor Paper 10
Scorepoint: 4

This response is generally clear and focused on the writer trying to successfully do a two-
foot spin and pass the ice skating test. Functional organization and relevant details are
shown in the steps that the writer took to achieve the stated goal (took skating lessons,

practicing, passing test). The writer uses transitions (so, finally, right after) to move from
the introduction to a brief conclusion.
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Anchor Paper 11
Scorepoint: 4

This response is generally clear and focused on the goal to jump off the ten meter
platform. Functional organization is shown through the use of transitions (first, next) to
move the reader through the process of achieving the goal. Precise word choices are used
to support meaning and emphasize feeling (I creeped up the long winding staircase, I
found my teeth chattering). The writer develops the idea of gettmg to the platform and
jumping with relevant details.
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Anchor Paper 12
Scorepoint: 4

This writing is generally clear and remains focused on helping a friend complete a three
mile race. Relevant details and examples of how the goal was obtained are given (jump
roping, running from house to house, we practiced and practiced). The writer uses
transitions to move from one event to the next (the first thing, the next thing, after that).
Text is generally coherent and organized.
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Anchor Paper 13
Scorepoint: 4

This response is generally clear and focused on the goal to become a singer. The writer
uses relevant details of signing up for the choir as means for reaching the goal. Although
the response exhibits some unevenness (writing about a lost permission slip to details of
eating dinner), ideas are developed and coherent. The organization is functional.
Dialogue and varied sentence structure add voice and support meaning.
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Anchor Paper 14
Scorepoint: 5

This writing is clear and focused on the goal of swimming 100 laps. The content is well
developed with clear descriptions (sending a chill down my spine, I felt the stinging surge
through me). Appropriate dialogue (“1,2,3, breath, 1,2,3 breath”, I kept chanting to
myself) adds voice to the writing. The control over organization and the connections
between the ideas effectively show the writer’s determination to complete the goal (I
wanted to stop. No, no, no, I won’t stop, I refuse to let my strokes get sloppy).
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Anchor Pa.'pel; 15
Scorepoint: 5

This writing is clear and focused on an end goal of winning a race. The content is
well developed and relevant details are given to show the writer’s lack of enthusiasm
to race (everyone was excited, but not me, I walked up to the starting line like a
miserable snail). The writer controls and organizes the response by effectively
showing progression from not wanting to race to actually winning (racing is very
fun for me now. I didn’t want to race, but I did and I won). Precise word choices
(dashed outside, fast as a flaming bullet) demonstrate a command of language.
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Anchor Paper 16
Scorepoint: 5

This response is clear and focused on the goal of swimming the whole length of the pool.
Appropriate use of examples and dialogue add voice to the development. The writer
tightly controls and organizes the response by starting with a quote from the swim teacher
(Reach, reach my swimming teacher, .urged me), and continues with the teacher’s
encouragement in the conclusion (. smiled encouragingly at me, I heard
compliments). The language is well controlled with some precise word choices

(exquisite, grinning ear to ear).
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Anchor Paper 17
Scorepoint: 6

This exceptionally clear and focused response moves the reader through the anxiety of a
frog (Hoppy) trying to achieve its’ goal of jumping a limb. The writer thoroughly
develops this narrative by using appropriate dialogue to show the frog’s interaction with
its’ family to jump the limb, and the fear Hoppy was experiencing (I can’t hop two feet!
That’s much too far!). Tight control over the organization moves the reader smoothly
and naturally through the text by showing consistency of feeling unable to jump,
continued family encouragement and ending with the feeling of victory for achieving the
goal.
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