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English Language Arts - Grade 6 Released Items Fall 2008

PART 3

WRITING FROM
KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE

DIRECTIONS:

You will be given a theme and a number of ways to write about it. You may use examples from
real life, from what you read or watch, or from your imagination.

Your audience will be interested aduits.

You may not use any resource materials (such as dictionaries, grammar books, or spelling books)
for this test. Use only a No. 2 pencil.

Use the checklist for Part 3 to help with your response. The Notes/Planning space may be used for
writing down and organizing your ideas.

Your response must be written on the lines In Part 3 of your Answer Document. Only the writing
in your Answer Document will be scored. No extra sheets may be used.

Turn the page and follow along as I read the prompt to you.
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WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE

31 WRITE ABOUT THE THEME: HOPE

Sometimes people’s hopes are big and sometimes they are small. People may hope for

a better life or simply for a better day. They may have hopes for themselves or for

others.

Do ONLY ONE of the following:

tell about a time you did or did not get what you hoped for
OR
explain how having hope for yourself or for others can help you
OR
tell about a time when people shared hope with others
OR
describe what you hope for in your future

OR

write about hope in your own way.
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PART 3: CHECKLIST FOR
WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE

DIRECTIONS:

Use this checklist to help you with your response. Your response must be written on the lines in
Part 3 of your Answer Document.

CHECKLIST:
Do I have a clear central idea that connects to the theme?
Do I stay focused on the theme?
Do I support my central idea with important details/examples?
Do I need to take out details/examples that DO NOT support my central idea?
Do [ use a variety of werds, phrases, and/or sentences?

Have I spelled, punctuated, and capitalized my writing to help readers understand it?

NOTES/PLANNING
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Michigan Educational Assessment Program
Rubric for Writing from Knowledge and Experience
Grades 3-8

6 The writing is exceptionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are thoroughly developed with
relevant details and examples where appropriate. The writer’s control over organization and the
connections between ideas moves the reader smoothly and naturally through the text. The
writer shows a mature command of language including precise word choice that results in a
compelling piece of writing. Tight control over language use and mastery of writing conventions
contribute to the effect of the response.

5 ‘“The writing is clear and focused. Ideas and content are well developed with relevant details and
examples where appropriate. The writer's control over organization and the connections
between ideas effectively moves the reader through the text. The writer shows a command of
language including precise word choice. The language is well controlled, and occasional lapses
in writing conventions are hardly noticeable.

4 The writing is generally clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with relevant
details and examples where appropriate, although there may be some unevenness. The
response is generally coherent, and its organization is functional. The writer's command of
language, including word choice, supports meaning. Lapses in writing conventions are not
distracting.

3 The writing is somewhat clear and focused. |deas and content are developed with limited or
partially successful use of examples and details. There may be evidence of an organizational
structure, but it may be artificial or ineffective. Incomplete mastery over writing conventions and
language use may interfere with meaning some of the time. Vocabulary may be basic.

2 The writing is only occasfﬁnally clear and focused. Ideas and content are underdeveloped.
There may be little evidence of organizational structure. Vocabulary may be limited. Limited
control over writing conventions may make the writing difficuit to understand.

1 The writing is generally unclear and unfocused. Ideas and content are not developed or
connected. There may be no noticeable organizational structure. Lack of control over writing
conventions may make the writing difficult to understand.

Condition codes for unratable papers (zeroes):

A — Off-topic or insufficient

B — Written in a Language -other than English or lllegtble
C - Blank
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Anchor Paper 1
Scorepoint: 1

The focus of this response is unclear. There is no noticeable organization structure to the
ideas presented in this response (a butler and a wide screen tv in the city would like to
have my face on bus and [ was a celebrity and video games), and the ideas remain
undeveloped. There is a lack of control over writing conventions.
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Anchor Paper 2
Scorepoint: 1

. The focus of this response, which randomly lists the writer’s hopes for the future, is
uncle_ar. Ideas and content are neither developed nor connected. A clearer, more
- sustained focus would be needed for a higher score.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 7



English Language Arts - Grade 6 " Released Items Fall 2008

Ol Ha, J Foped 11/
M _ggm’ Llass towd H89&

g0/~ Sw,sz ag. Dat we did
Yoo fthén TV .

be ashert oum clwfs . was,

SQ » po ::mz J Hie c.gg_q;@;?,c_f s /11
nett aj

L_ﬁ

Anchor Paper 3
Scorepoint: 1

The writer attempts a single focus with a tiny story about hoping to not have to go
swimming in gym class. However, there is almost no elaboration or specifics presented
in this very brief response. More development would be necessary for a higher score.
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Anchor Paper 4
Scorepoint: 2

The writer attempts a single focus about hoping to be a basketball player and organizes
the ideas into a logical sequence. Although brief, enough details are present (varsity,
scholarship to a big school, point guard) to elevate this response to a 2.
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Anchor Paper S
Scorepoint: 2

The writing is occasionally clear and focused. The writer attempts to organize the ideas
and sustain a focus by using simple transitions and by stating why the writer’s particular
hopes are important (I want this because [ want to have kids and I need a good job to take
care of them). However, the content remains underdeveloped and somewhat vague with
only a few general statements rather than specific details.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 10



| English Language Arts - Grade 6 - Released ltems Fall 2008

How& Yo  EveC mg}or Scnmt_’r\\ma
Tl OO on orC  Qeesd? \g\f\l N \\mf

¥
for mw:- n_the aeeld.
T e b&(r&%& 03€
need O ‘Ojﬂc,\e*f‘ hoose {o hwe . o 0ok one
wdh 3 hedooms e oeed Y o O belqoess
IJQM__&{_‘ Diece becanse T Nk Fhere
Shookl be  oee.  in the.  torkd  Bsem ol waes

mmd __other  bod . -Pﬂ'm%% Yhat oe. een

i One or 1 _ evles e,
Inore.  money o Ry the alk  wnd Yo \Q;yx.;
foodd.  Rlga’ Pece weold  be Qroe buflys
ond  jost fhed pecde ot do wnythrg

Loxeng, Yo bt o el somter.. o oTvers,

WT\ym are, Mﬂn_ng%s ¥Q-1 5]mylcln+ “%

Anchor Paper 6
Scorepoint: 2

The focus of this response is only occasionally clear and shifts back and forth between

hoping for more money and hoping for world peace. A few details for both ideas are

given, but each remains underdeveloped. Stronger organization and clearer connections
. among ideas would help elevate this paper beyond a 2.
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Anchor Paper 7
Scorepoint: 3

This response has a single focus on the hope of a new go-kart. Some organizational
structure is provided, and ideas are partially developed with examples (I would wash it

* every day so it can be clean and shiny so that it can hurt your eye, I can be in drag races
with people and make money so I can get a lot of them so I can make my own business)
that relate to the topic. Errors in writing conventions and language use only interfere
with meaning some of the time.
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Anchor Paper 8
Scorepoint: 3

This narrative response is somewhat clear in focusing on a spelling bee. The writer is
partially successful in the use of examples and details. There is evidence of
organizational structure, but it is at times ineffective (So I went to bed. The next day and
got up brushed my teeth and ate and my dad dropped me off). The vocabulary is basic,
and although there are errors in writing conventions and language use, they only interfere
with meaning some of the time.
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Anchor Paper 9
Scorepoint: 3

This writing is somewhat clear and focused. There is evidence of organizational structure
with an introduction, a description of three separate hopes for the future (not to get any
late assignments, go to the University of Michigan, a motor scooter), and a conclusion.
The writer uses simple transitions to move from one idea to the next. However, the three
main ideas are unrelated to one another, and each one remains only partially developed,
preventing a higher score.
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“~Anchor Paper 10
Scorepoint: 3

This writing is somewhat clear and focused. There is evidence of organizational structure

and transitions are used to connect one idea to the next. However, details remain only

partially developed and a key idea is left entirely unelaborated (I was really disappointed.

?ut t]hat day was so much fun I almost forgot about it...because of my friends and
amily!).
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Anchor Paper 11
Scorepoint: 4

This brief but coherent response is generall y clear and focused on how the writer helped a
fel!ow student ignore name-calling. Functional organization is shown in the progression
of ideas from the introduction, which gives the context of the situation, to the concluding
lesson i'earned. Ideas are developed with sufficient details and word choices (bit
overweight, give each other advice, be confident) support meaning. Some variety in
sentence structure and transitions is apparent.
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—Anchor Paper 12
Scorepoint: 4

This response is generally clear and focused. There is evidence of organizational
structure with an introduction, an example of when a hope came true, an example of
when a hope didn’t come true, and a related conclusion. Transitions (Once, One day, By
the time) move the response from one idea to the next, and there is sufficient
development overall with relevant examples where appropriate.
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Anchor Paper 13
Scerepoint: 4

The writing in this response is generally clear and focused on making, and then playing
for, the basketball team. The response is generally organized and progresses from
working to make the team, to the team announcement, to tournament play, and finally to
winning the championship. Several relevant ideas are presented, but there is some
unevenness of the development of those ideas. Lapses in writing conventions are not
distracting.
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Anchor Paper 14
Scorepoint: 4

This response is clear and generally remains focused on brother getting hurt.

- The writer develops the text with relevant details to describe what happened and how the
family members were worried and hoped for the best. Despite a small lapse in focus (She
wassure. . was excited about going to pre-school), there is an overall progression of
ideas demonstrating functional organization.
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Anchor Paper 15
Scorepoint: 5

This moderately fluent response is clear and focused on how hoped to get good
grades. Ideas are well developed with relevant details ( i was failing in school but
was an excelle_nt athlete. could go out and just run, run, and run). There is control
over the organization of the ideas. Some precise word choices (pacing skills, . hita
brick wall!, Finally got into his right shoes) contribute to the overall effect of this
paper, and lapses in writing conventions are hardly noticeable.
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Anchor Paper 16
Scorepoint: 5

This response is clear and focused on hoping to get a puppy as a present. The writer
effectively organizes the response, utilizes the technique of flash forward for the
conclusion, and demonstrates a command of language. Appropriate use of mechanics
and a rhetorical question (Isn’t this story about how she did get what she hoped for?) add
voice to the story. More development of ideas would be necessary for a higher score.
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*Anchor Paper
Seorepoint: 6

This compelling response is exceptionally clear and focused. Control over organization
moves the reader smoothly and naturally through the worry over Grandpa being
diagnosed with cancer to hope and ultimately to relief. The writer thoroughly develops
this narrative with precise details and imagery that add vividness to the story (burst out in
tears, wristbands supporting cancer research, like snowflakes falling from the sky,
grandma leaned over to me and whispered in my ear). Mastery of writing conventions
adds to the effect of the response.
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Anchor Paper 18
Scerepoint: 6

This exceptionally sophisticated response is vivid, clear and focused. Control over
organization, varied sentence structure, and smooth, varied transitions move the reader
smoothly and naturally through this text about how hope will always be within us, even at
the most troublesome of times. The writer thoroughly develops the ideas with precise
word choices and imagery (It helps us when we’re at our knees, gigantic glowing ball,
hope floods through our bodies). Mastery of writing conventions, advanced vocabulary,
and alliteration add to the effect of the response.
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