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2 C.4.m.2 

Explain how the Constitution is maintained as supreme law in the Supreme Court 
 

 A Option does not reflect role of the Supreme Court 
 

 B Option does not reflect role of the Supreme Court 
 

 C CA 
 

 D Option does not reflect role of the Supreme Court 
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4 C.2.m.2 

Describe ways the Constitution delegates congressional powers 
 

 A CA 
 

 B Option does not reflect a power of the Congress 
 

 C Option does not reflect a power of the Congress 
 

 D Option does not reflect a power of the Congress 
 
 
5 

 
 
 



Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2008 

 
   

 
Page 4 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE  
 

 
 

 
Directions:  Use what you know about Geography to answer questions 6 through 10. 
 
 
6 G.3.m.1 

Describe a given economic activity of Great Plains region 
 

 A CA 
 

 B Option not connected to given economic activity 
 

 C Option not connected to given economic activity 
 

 D Option not connected to given economic activity 
 
 
 
7 

 
 
 
 
8 
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9 

 
 
 
10 G.2.m.5 

Describe an effect of acid rain 
 

 A Not an effect of acid rain 
 

 B CA 
 

 C Not an effect of acid rain 
 

 D Not an effect of acid rain 
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Directions:  Use what you know about History to answer questions 11 through 15. 
 
 
11 H.1.m.1 

Interpret timeline of early US historical documents 
 

 A Incorrect interpretation 
 

 B CA 
 

 C Incorrect interpretation 
 

 D Incorrect interpretation 
 
 
12 

 
 
 
13 Identify historical decision before Reconstruction 

 
 A Example was not part of historical decision 

 
 B Example was not part of historical decision 

 
 C Correct 

 
 D Example was not part of historical decision 
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14 

 
 
 
15 H.1.m.2 

Describe factor in the start of the United States Civil War 
 

 A Not a factor in the start of the Civil War 
 

 B CA 
 

 C Not a factor in the start of the Civil War 
 

 D Not a factor in the start of the Civil War 
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Directions:  Use what you know about Economics to answer questions 16 through 20. 
 
 
 
16 

 
 
 
 
17 E.2.m.1 

Describe a common characteristic of entrepreneurs 
 

 A CA 
 

 B Not a common characteristic of entrepreneurs 
 

 C Not a common characteristic of entrepreneurs 
 

 D Not a common characteristic of entrepreneurs 
 
 
 
18 
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19 

 
 
 
 
20 E.3.m.4 

Describe the role of import taxes 
 

 A Not an effect of import taxes 
 

 B Not an effect of import taxes 
 

 C CA 
 

 D Not an effect of import taxes 
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PART 2 
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Directions:  Use what you know about Economics to answer questions 21 through 25. 
 
 
21 

 
 
 
22 E.4.m.2 

Describe effects of banks’ lending practices 
 

 A Not an effect of lending practices 
 

 B Not an effect of lending practices 
 

 C CA 
 

 D Not an effect of lending practices 
 
 
23 

 
 
 
24 E.2.m.4 

Describe how international events affect US economy 
 

 A Not an event most likely to affect US economy 
 

 B Not an event most likely to affect US economy 
 

 C CA 
 

 D Not an event most likely to affect US economy 
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Directions:  Use what you know about Geography to answer questions 26 through 30. 
 
 
26 G.5.m.3 

Describe how physical geography affects current events 
 

 A CA 
 

 B Not an example of physical geography 
 

 C Not an example of physical geography 
 

 D Not an example of physical geography 
 
 
27 

 
 
 
 
28 G.2.m.2 

Describe climate characteristics of given rain forests 
 

 A Not climate characteristics of given rain forests 
 

 B Not climate characteristics of given rain forests 
 

 C CA 
 

 D Not climate characteristics of given rain forests 
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30 G.5.m.2 

Describe effects of a given mountain region 
 

 A Not an effect of given mountain region 
 

 B CA 
 

 C Not an effect of given mountain region 
 

 D Not an effect of given mountain region 
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Directions:  Use what you know about History to answer questions 31 through 35. 
 
 
31 

 
 
 
32 H.4.m.4 

Identify core democratic value in a given historical decision 
 

 A Core democratic value not a part of given decision 
 

 B Core democratic value not a part of given decision 
 

 C Core democratic value not a part of given decision 
 

 D CA 
 
 
33 

 
 
 
34 H.2.m.1 

Interpret given narrative to describe historical setting 
 

 A Incorrect interpretation of given narrative 
 

 B CA 
 

 C Incorrect interpretation of given narrative 
 

 D Incorrect interpretation of given narrative 
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Directions: Read the information below and use it with what you know to answer 
questions 36 through 41. 
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36 

 
 
 
37 I.1.m.3 

Interpret tables and graphs 
 

 A Incorrect interpretation of table and graph 
 

 B Incorrect interpretation of table and graph 
 

 C Incorrect interpretation of table and graph 
 

 D CA 
 
 
38 
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39 I.1.m.3 
Interpret tables and graphs 
 

 A Incorrect interpretation of graph 
 

 B CA 
 

 C Incorrect interpretation of graph 
 

 D Incorrect interpretation of graph 
 
 
40 

 
 
 
 
41 I.1.m.3 

Interpret tables and graphs 
 

 A Incorrect interpretation 
 

 B Incorrect interpretation 
 

 C CA 
 

 D Incorrect interpretation 
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Directions:  Use what you know about Civics to answer questions 42 through 46. 
 
 
42 

 
 
 
43 C.1.m.2 

Identify major characteristics of representative democracy 
 

 A Option does not describe a representative democracy 
 

 B CA 
 

 C Option does not describe a representative democracy 
 

 D Option does not describe a representative democracy 
 
 
44 
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45 

 
 
 
 
46 C.4.m.2 

Identify the role of the Constitution as supreme law 
 

 A Not an example of the Constitution 
 

 B Not an example of the Constitution 
 

 C CA 
 

 D Not an example of the Constitution 
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Scoring Key: Part 1 

 
Item 

Number 
Correct 
Answer 

Standard/ 
Benchmark Description 

1 C C.1.m.3 Explain how rule of law protects individual rights 
2 C C.4.m.2 Explain how Constitution maintained as supreme law 
3 D C.3.m.1 Distinguish between civil and criminal procedure 
4 A C.2.m.2 Describe ways Constitution delegates gov't powers 
5 B C.5.m.1 Describe purposes of international organizations 
6 A G.3.m.1 Locate/describe major economic activities 
7 A G.2.m.1 Locate/describe/compare ecosystems/resources 
8 B G.2.m.2 Locate major ecosystems/describe characteristics 
9 D G.5.m.3 Explain physical geography impacts current events 

10 B G.2.m.5 Describe human/environment interactions 
11 B H.1.m.1 Construct and interpret timelines of people/events 
12 D H.4.m.2 Identify decisions history of Africa/Asia others 
13 A H.4.m.3 Identify responses to violations of human dignity 
14 B H.2.m.1 Use narratives/graphic data describe settings 
15 B H.1.m.2 Describe major factors U.S. eras:1620-1877 
16 D E.3.m.1 Distinguish public/private goods:contemporary world 
17 A E.2.m.1 Describe business practices enabled entrepreneurs 
18 C E.4.m.2 Describe roles of  American economic institutions 
19 B E.4.m.3 Use case studies exemplify supply/demand/prices 
20 C E.3.m.4 Distinguish different forms taxation/describe effect 
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Scoring Key: Part 2 
 

Item 
Number 

Correct 
Answer 

Standard/ 
Benchmark Description 

21 C E.3.m.1 Distinguish public/private goods:contemporary world 
22 C E.4.m.2 Describe roles of  American economic institutions 
23 A E.5.m.1 Identify contributions of different regions to trade 
24 C E.2.m.4 Examine historical/contemporary role industry played 
25 B E.5.m.3 Describe historical development of means of payment 
26 A G.5.m.3 Explain physical geography impacts current events 
27 C G.4.m.2 Locate others' cultural/economic/political features 
28 C G.2.m.2 Locate major ecosystems/describe characteristics 
29 D G.4.m.3 Describe patterns world population;pattern factors 
30 B G.5.m.2 Describe geographic aspects of various world events 
31 C H.3.m.3 Show historical knowledge is tentative re:revisions 
32 D H.4.m.4 Select/evaluate decisions re:Core Democratic Values 
33 A H.1.m.2 Describe major factors U.S. eras:1620-1877 
34 B H.2.m.1 Use narratives/graphic data describe settings 
35 C H.2.m.2 Identify/explain how people demonstrated character 
36 D I.1.m.3 Interpret natural environment info:various sources 
37 D I.1.m.3 Interpret natural environment info:various sources 
38 B I.1.m.3 Interpret natural environment info:various sources 
39 B I.1.m.3 Interpret natural environment info:various sources 
40 B I.1.m.3 Interpret natural environment info:various sources 
41 C I.1.m.3 Interpret natural environment info:various sources 
42 B C.2.m.1 Identify essential ideas in Declaration Independence 
43 B C.1.m.2 Distinguish representative democracy and other types 
44 B C.5.m.1 Describe purposes of international organizations 
45 C C.2.m.3 Explain means for limiting powers of government 
46 C C.4.m.2 Explain how Constitution maintained as supreme law 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


