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Preparing for the New 
MEAP-Access Assessment 

Webcast

May 27, 2009
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Jim Griffiths
Assessment Administration
and Reporting Coordinator

Office of Educational Assessment & Accountability

Welcome and 
Introductions
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Webcast Agenda
• Introduction

• MEAP-Access Basics

• How MEAP-Access differs from MEAP and MI-Access

• Student selection for participation

•Why schools and districts need to prepare now

• Materials and Assessment format

• Pre-ID Process and OEAA Secure Site

• Accommodations and Accountability

• Questions
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Our Presenters are…

Jim Griffiths – OEAA
Assessment Administration and Reporting Coordinator

Dan Evans – OEAA
Assessment Analyst for Students with Disabilities

Joanne Winkelman – OSE/EIS
Policy Coordinator
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Phil Chase – OEAA
Manager, Assessment Composition

Dave Judd – OEAA
Senior Project Manager

Linda Howley – OEAA
Interim Assessment Consultant for Students with 
Disabilities

Our Presenters are…
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Submitting Questions

• Fax:  517-335-1186

• Email:  oeaa@michigan.gov

• View any time at: www.MIstreamnet.com
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MEAP-Access

Dan Evans
Assessment Analyst 

For Students with Disabilities

Office of Educational Assessment & Accountability

88

In April of 2007, the U.S. Department of 
Education issued regulations describing 
Alternative Assessments based on Modified 
Achievement Standards (AA-MAS).

Under NCLB and IDEA this is referred to as 
the “2% Regulation.”

MEAP-Access
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The 2% regulation permits a state to develop 
an assessment aligned with modified 
academic achievement standards that cover 
the same Grade Level Content Expectations 
(GLCEs) as the general assessment. 

MEAP-Access Basics

1010

The Michigan Department of 
Education was awarded a grant to 
develop “MEAP-Access” to fulfill 2 
important needs in the Michigan 
Educational Assessment System.

MEAP-Access Grant
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1. Develop a modified assessment for 
grades 3-8 by reducing length and 
difficulty levels while still assessing 
GLCEs.

2. Create an online professional 
development system as a training 
resource for educators.

MEAP-Access Grant

1212

This assessment, like MI-Access, is to be 
utilized when IEP Teams determine that 
the MEAP (even with accommodations) is 
not appropriate for a student with an IEP. 

MEAP-Access Basics
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MEAP-Access helps to complete the 
assessment continuum

• MEAP
• MEAP with accommodations
• MEAP-Access
• MI-Access (FI, SI and P)

MEAP-Access Basics

1414

MEAP-Access Basics

Prior assessment choices for these students 
has been:

•Regular Assessment – MEAP and MEAP with 
accommodations

•Alternate Assessment based on alternate 
achievement standards – MI-Access 



8

1515

Neither of these options proved to be the 
best assessment of what these students 
know and can do. 

MEAP-Access Basics

1616

• January 23 through February 12, 2009
• Over 600 Districts involved
• Approximately 23,000 students participated

Pilot Assessment Administration

MEAP-Access Basics
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On March 17, 2009 the State Board of 
Education approved the format of 
MEAP-Access as an operational 
assessment for the Fall of 2009. 

MEAP-Access Basics

1818

This is the first step toward improving 
access to grade-level assessments in 
Reading/Writing and Mathematics for 
student with disabilities in grades 3-8 
who are currently receiving grade-level 
instruction. 

MEAP-Access Basics
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Scheduled for Fall 2009

• Grades 3-8 only
• Reading/Writing and Mathematics
• Assessment will be administered during 

the MEAP assessment window

MEAP-Access Basics

2020

Assessment options

IEP Team has the flexibility to have a 
student participate in MEAP, MEAP-
Access or MI-Access (FI only) for 
different content areas.

MEAP-Access Basics
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How MEAP-Access Differs from MEAP 
and MI-Access?

MEAP:
• Is a general assessment for students in 

grades 3-9
• Assessment is based on Grade Level 

Content Expectations (GLCEs)

2222

How MEAP-Access Differs from MEAP 
and MI-Access?

MI-Access
• Is an alternate assessment for students with 

disabilities in grades 3-8 and 11
• Assessment based on Extended Grade Level 

Content Expectations (EGLCEs)
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How MEAP-Access Differs from MEAP 
and MI-Access?

MEAP-Access
• Is an alternate assessment for students in 

grades 3-8
• Assessment based on GLCEs
• Reading/Writing and Mathematics are the 

content areas assessed

2424

MEAP-Access:
• Fewer assessment sessions
• Fewer items on the assessments
• Fewer answer choices per item

How MEAP-Access Differs from MEAP 
and MI-Access?
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MEAP-Access Grant

The second part of the grant was to 
provide an online professional 
development system that can be adopted 
and adapted by states, districts and 
educators

2626

Michigan Online Professional 
Learning System (MOPLS)

• A primary objective of MOPLS is to be 
an online trainer for educators.

• The subject areas for the learning 
modules include:  
Reading and Writing 
Mathematics
Guidelines For Determining Participation In 
State Assessments
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• A key underpinning of MOPLS is to 
provide access to Michigan’s Reading/ 
Writing and Mathematic GLCEs

• MOPLS will be located at Michigan 
LearnPort hosted by Michigan Virtual 
University at  
http://mi.learnport.org/.
Registration is free.

Michigan Online Professional 
Learning System

2828

The first module will be released in early 
summer 2009 and will feature Multiplication. 
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Selecting Students for 
MEAP-Access

Joanne Winkelman

Policy Coordinator

Office of Special Education and Early Intervention 
Services

3030

• A student must have a current IEP
• 504 students are not eligible
• Participation in MEAP-Access is 

determined annually

Selecting Students for 
MEAP-Access
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• IEP must include goals that are based on 
Michigan’s grade-level content standards 
for the grade in which the student is 
enrolled

• IEP goals should be attainable within the 
year covered by the IEP

Selecting Students for 
MEAP-Access

3232

• The IEP Team is reasonably certain that the 
student will not achieve grade-level standards 
at the same level of rigor as their peers

• Students must have access to and instruction 
in grade-level content for the grade in which 
they are enrolled

Selecting Students for 
MEAP-Access
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There must be objective evidence 
demonstrating students’ disability 
precludes them from achieving the 
grade-level standards at the same level 
of rigor as their peers.

Selecting Students for 
MEAP-Access

3434

Decision to participate in MEAP-Access 
must NOT be based on:

– Student’s disability category
– Ethnicity
– Economic background

Selecting Students for 
MEAP-Access
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IEP Teams should use the Eligibility 
Checklist found in the Eligibility Criteria 
and Guidelines located on the MEAP-
Access webpage.

Selecting Students for 
MEAP-Access

3636

Does the student have IEP goals 
based on grade-level content 
standards, not extended 
standards, for the grade in which 
the student is enrolled? 

1

NoYesCriteria#

Eligibility Checklist
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Does the student have access to, 
and instruction in, grade level 
content from a highly qualified 
teacher? 

2

NoYesCriteria#

Eligibility Checklist

3838

Is there objective evidence 
demonstrating that the student’s 
disability precludes the student 
from achieving the grade-level 
standards at the same level of rigor 
as the student’s peers?

3

NoYesCriteria#

Eligibility Checklist
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Is the student’s lack of progress 
based on multiple objective and 
valid measures of the student’s 
academic achievement over time?

4

NoYesCriteria#

Eligibility Checklist

4040

The IEP Team is reasonably 
certain that the student will not 
achieve grade-level standards, at 
the same level of rigor as their 
peers, within the year covered by 
the IEP. 

5
NoYesCriteria#

Eligibility Checklist
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Eligibility

If the answer is “NO” to any of the questions 
the student is NOT eligible to participate in 
MEAP-Access.

If the answer is “YES” to all of the questions 
the IEP must be documented accordingly.

4242

Documentation on the IEP

The Standards-based IEP form is not 
released yet. Use your current IEP 
form and document the following:

• Link the annual goal to a specific        
Michigan grade level content expectation

• Write in “MEAP-Access” on the  
assessment page
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Goal and Objectives / Benchmarks
Sample

4444

Participation and Provisions
Sample
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Documenting the IEP

An addendum to the IEP is 
permissible if both the district and 
parent agree.

4646

MEAP-Access Assessment 
Design, Format and Materials

Phil Chase
Manager, Assessment Composition

Office of Educational Assessment & Accountability
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Assessment Plan Writing Teams (APWTs)

• The 2% GSEG (General Supervision and 
Enhancement Grant) for Michigan featured 
APWTs as part of a model for other states to 
follow in designing and creating similar 
assessments.

• APWTs are charged with “reviewing and 
modifying existing general education 
assessments” for use with this population of 
students.

4848

Assessment Plan Writing Teams (APWTs)

• Our MEAP-Access APWTs were expert 
panels made up of:
– MDE representatives
– assessment content experts
– special educators and general educators
– other stakeholders
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APWT Work Process

• AWPT members were invited to committee 
meetings in both large- and small-group 
formats to assist in identifying items and 
format for the pilot in early 2009 that would 
be most appropriate for these students.

5050

Expert Panels

• Based on the results of the pilot, expert 
panels
– recommended ways that the Grade Level 

Content Expectations (GLCEs) can be 
represented in the MEAP-Access test even if 
items on the pilot were difficult

– carefully selected the right distractor option to 
eliminate from original MEAP items for use on 
the MEAP-Access test
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Expert Panels

• (cont.)
– used data from the pilot to identify ELA or 

Math concepts where these students have 
difficulty so that the online training system can 
be built around those concepts

– checked to make sure enough items can be 
chosen among a spread of instructional 
standards so that the MEAP-Access test 
assesses what the MEAP does

5252

Recommendations

• The expert panels were able to make some 
recommendations for the design of the MEAP-
Access, such as:
– Wording for items and options should be 

written in the plainest language possible for 
these students to reduce unnecessary 
cognitive load

– Passages for ELA should be ordered in terms 
of difficulty to build confidence
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Recommendations

• (cont.)
– Data that compares student performance on 

MEAP and MEAP-Access should be used to 
inform teachers about which ELA and Math 
concepts need reinforcement for these 
students

– Additional field testing (called “cognitive 
laboratory”) should be conducted to test out 
new prototype items that are appropriate for 
these students

5454

Recommendations

• (cont.)
– Each MEAP-Access item has three distractor

options, but the distractor option to eliminate 
from the original MEAP item needs to be 
carefully selected
• to make sure that the item is still testing 

what it is supposed to test
• to make sure that the item is still 

appropriate for these students
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MEAP-Access Test Design

• ELA Session 1: Reading (all grades)
– Grades 3 through 8
– Short Passage with four multiple-choice (MC) 

items
– Three passages with eight MC items each
– One written constructed response (CR) item 

after one of the passages
– MC items are worth 1 point each; CR item has 

3-point maximum score
– 31 points total

5656

MEAP-Access Test Design

• ELA Session 2: Reading/Writing
– Grades 4 and 7 only
– Four different forms (One assigned to each school)
– Form 1

• Passage with Enhanced Directions and 8 MC items
• “Multiple-Bubble” Student Writing Sample (8 points)

– Form 2
• Passage with Regular Directions and 8 MC items
• Student Writing Sample with 8 MC items
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MEAP-Access Test Design

• ELA Session 2: Reading/Writing
– Form 3

• Writing From Knowledge and Experience (6 points 
maximum score)

• Informational Writing (4 points maximum score)
– Form 4

• Writing From Knowledge and Experience (6 points 
maximum score)

• Paragraph Writing (4 points maximum score)

5858

MEAP-Access Test Design

• Math
– One form
– 32 to 34 points total
– Items selected along Math Focal Points for 

ease of reporting
– Spread of GLCEs, strands and domains will 

be congruent to MEAP
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MEAP-Access Materials

• ELA Session 1: Reading test booklet for all 
grades
– Grade 3 students record responses in booklet
– Grades 4 through 8 students record responses 

in separate answer document
• ELA Session 2: Reading/Writing test 

booklet
– Students record responses in separate answer 

document

6060

MEAP-Access Materials

• Math test booklet
– Grade 3 students record responses in 

booklet
– Grades 4 through 8 students record 

responses in separate answer document
• Administration Manual
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Pre-ID Process and
OEAA Secure Site

David Judd
Senior Project Manager

Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability

6262

Welcome/Announcement Screen

• First screen after logging in to the 
OEAA Secure Site

• Click on Announcements from the left at 
any time

• Contains important messages in relation 
to the OEAA Secure Site



32
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• Contains important deadlines and dates in 
relation to tasks on the OEAA Secure Site

• Contains information for all assessments:
• MEAP
• MME
• ELPA
• MI-Access
• MEAP-Access
• ELPA Screener
• SCAS

Welcome/Announcement Screen

6464

Student Counts

• Click on Student Counts at the left
• Student counts used for initial materials

– May need to estimate
– Opportunity to order additional materials 

closer to the assessment
• Counts for accommodated versions of 

assessment
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Student Counts

• Used to assist the contractor in quantity of 
materials to be printed and organizing 
shipping

• If you do not enter counts:
– MEAP-Access – will not receive any 

materials

6666

Student Counts
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Student Counts for MEAP-Access

6868

Pre-Identification of Students

• Pre-ID students
– Districts/Schools will need to identify students for 

MEAP-Access 
• One Student at a Time/New Student
• SRSD Copy
• Pre-ID File Upload/Template
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Student Search
One Student at a Time

• Click on Student Search from the left
• Most students will already have a record
• Use one or two letters of the first name, 

last name and DOB on a Statewide 
search for better results

7070

Student Search
One Student at a Time

• Click on Add Test Cycle button for 
MEAP-Access

• Required fields are in red
• If you cannot see the grade field to the 

far right, may have to scroll over 
depending on screen size
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Student Search
One Student at a Time

7272

Student Search
One Student at a Time
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Add a New Student

• Most students should already have a 
record

• Always do a student search before 
adding a new student

• Click on New Student button located on 
Student Search page

• When saving new student, system will 
double check for a matching record

• Fields in red are required

7474

Add a New Student
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Add a New Student

7676

SRSD Copy

• Click on SRSD Copy from the left
• Important to note date at top left of SRSD 

Copy screen
• Can only use for students that were 

submitted on the SRSD submission 
dated at the top left
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SRSD Copy

7878

SRSD Copy

• After you select your search criteria and click 
on Search, students submitted on the SRSD 
will be listed based on the search criteria

• Select all or select only a few students to be 
copied over into the OEAA Secure Site

• Once you click Save, a file is created and the 
students are loaded into the secure site
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SRSD Copy

• Once saved, Pre-ID Imported Files 
screen will display with status of file

• Must click Search button to refresh 
screen to view the change in status

• If an error is displayed, must contact 
OEAA

8080

SRSD Copy
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Pre-ID Import File

• The file format is located on the LOG IN page 
before logging in or at the bottom of the 
Announcement page after logged in

• Districts/schools can extract student data from 
their student record system

• File must be in the required format and saved 
as a .csv or .txt file

• File will be loaded by user to the OEAA Secure 
Site

8282

Pre-ID Template

• The template is an excel file and is located 
on the LOG IN page before logging in or at 
the bottom of the Announcement page

• File must be saved as a .csv prior to loading 
to the secure site

• Districts/schools can extract student data 
from their student record system

• File will be loaded by user to the OEAA 
Secure Site
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Loading Pre-ID File

Select Pre-ID Import from the left

8484

Loading Pre-ID File

• Once saved, Pre-ID Imported Files 
screen will display with status of file

• Must click Search button to refresh 
screen to view the change in status

• If an error is displayed, click on the 
error link in blue for a detail of errors 
to be fixed
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Loading Pre-ID File

• If more than 50 errors are found, no 
records will load

• Click on the radio button to the left of 
the file and click on the Download 
button to download the records with 
errors

8686

Loading Pre-ID File

• A message may display stating that there 
are students to be resolved by your UIC 
resolver
– Records have loaded but there may be 

problems with the UIC such as a duplicate 
UIC, multiple UIC, or a missing UIC

– Notify your district UIC resolver
– There is nothing more to do on the OEAA 

Secure Site regarding the UIC’s
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Pre-ID Mass Update

• Click on PreID Mass Update from the left
• Update Fields section opens after search
• Mass updates for students already pre-

identified
– Move to new test cycle
– Move to new school
– Change grade level
– Unassign students from test cycle

8888

Pre-ID Mass Update
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Unassign Students

• Not required but recommended
• Once unassigned, student will no longer 

show up on Pre-Identified Student report or 
other secure site reports and screens

• If not unassigned, will not affect AYP
• Can unassign group of students on PreId

Mass Update screen or individually on 
Student Demographic screen

9090

Pre-Identified Student Report

• Always run a Pre-Identified Student 
Report well in advance of deadlines

• Students will be on the report as soon 
as they are identified using any pre-ID 
tool

• Schools will receive printed barcode 
labels for students listed on the report, 
prior to pre-ID deadlines set by OEAA
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Pre-Identified Student Report

• Students who will not, or should not, be 
assessed and who are unassigned from 
the test cycle, will not be included on the 
report

• The report can be used as a tool to 
ensure that all answer documents are 
returned

9292

Pre-Identified Student Report

• If a student did not test, you can note 
on the report, by hand, the reason.  
This can be very useful when verifying 
tested roster after the assessment.  

• Once the testing ends, schools will no 
longer have access to the Pre-Identified 
Student Report – Print it!
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Barcode Labels

• All answer documents MUST have a 
barcode label

• Reprint and replace any damaged barcode 
labels. i.e., student tried to peel label off, 
student marked through barcode, etc.

• Do not need to reprint a barcode label due 
to demographic changes

9494

Barcode Labels

• Reprint and replace incorrect barcode 
labels. i.e., barcode was placed on answer 
document but a different student used the 
answer document

• Barcode labels are not specific to content 
area but they are specific to school and test 
cycle. i.e., MEAP-Access, ELPA, MI-Access, 
MEAP, and MME
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Barcode Labels

• Students not on the Pre-Identified Student 
report will need to be assigned to the 
school and test cycle prior to printing 
barcode labels

• After Date – only students identified after 
the date entered will be listed

• Only print barcodes locally using a laser 
printer, NOT INKJET!

9696

Barcode Label Printing

Click on Barcode Labels from the left
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Barcode Label Printing

• Make sure that Page Scaling is set to 
“None” and that Auto-Rotate and Center 
is checked.

• If you have an older version of Adobe 
you will not have a Page Scaling field 
but instead will have Shrink to Fit or 
Shrink Oversized Pages.  These will 
need to be unchecked.

9898

Barcode Label Printing
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OEAA Secure Site User Manual

• The user manual for the OEAA Secure Site 
can be found in several locations on the site.
– Log in page prior to logging in
– The ? button at the bottom of the menu on 

the left, once you have logged in
– The “Support” link at the top of each page 

of the site

100100

Additional Assistance

• Contact OEAA at 877-560-8378 for 
additional assistance

• See MEAP-Access webpage for 
deadlines and resources 
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Accommodations and Accountability

Linda Howley
Interim Assessment Consultant for 

Students with Disabilities

Office of Educational Assessment & Accountability

102102

Accommodations

All decisions about which 
accommodations a student needs 
must:

1. be made by the IEP Team
2. be documented in the student’s 

IEP
3. reflect what the student routinely 

uses or responds to during 
instruction
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Accommodations

• All accommodations currently available  
for MEAP assessments are also 
available for the MEAP-Access.

• The accommodations summary table is 
currently being revised and will be 
available on the webpage.

104104

MEAP-Access Materials

• Accommodated Materials
– Braille 
– Enlarged Print 
– Reader Scripts 
– Audio CDs 
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MEAP-Access and Accountability

State Accreditation (school report cards) 
uses results from

• MME
• MEAP
• MEAP-Access
• MI-Access

106106

Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) uses 
results from

• MME
• MEAP
• MEAP-Access
• MI-Access

MEAP-Access and Accountability
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MEAP-Access and AYP

• Counts toward 95% participation 
requirement

• May count up to 2% of students across 
the district who score at the Proficient 
level for AYP

108108

2% Cap

Refers to alternate assessments 
based on modified achievement 
standards

• MEAP-Access
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1% Cap

• Refers to alternate assessments based 
on alternate achievement standards

• MI-Access Functional Independence
• MI-Access Supported Independence
• MI-Access Participation

110110

Calculating the 2% Cap

• Based on numbers of students enrolled in 
tested grades 3-8

• Based on enrollment at time of testing
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Calculation Example

• District A has 10,000 students in 
grades 3-8

• 2% cap means only 200 students 
scoring proficient on MEAP-Access 
may be counted for AYP proficiency 
purposes

112112

Exceeding 2% Cap

• Only if district is below the 1% cap

• Why allow exceptions? To encourage IEP 
Teams to consider an assessment based on 
modified achievement standards for students 
who might otherwise be assessed based on 
alternate achievement standards

• 2% cap can only be exceeded by the amount 
not used under 1% cap
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Example of exceeding 2% cap

• District A has 10,000 students in grades 3-8
• 2% cap means 200 students scoring 

proficient on MEAP-Access can be counted
• 1% cap means 100 students scoring 

proficient on MI-Access can be counted

114114

Example, cont.

• District A has 220 students scoring proficient on 
MEAP-Access (greater than 2%)

• District A has 80 students scoring proficient on 
MI-Access (less than 1%)

• Over 2% cap, under 1% cap
• District A may count 2.2% of proficient MEAP-

Access scores because only used .8% of 1% cap
• 2.2% of 10,000 means 220 proficient MEAP-

Access scores may now be counted 
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2% Regulation

• Published in Federal Register April 9, 2007

• Builds upon flexibility that currently is available 
for measuring the achievement of students 
with the most significant cognitive disabilities

• Document available at 
www.michigan.gov/meap-access

116116

QuestionsQuestions

Jim Griffiths
Manager, Assessment Administration

and Reporting

Office of Educational Assessment & Accountability
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Contact Information

• Call 877-560-8378
• Select option 4
• oeaa@michigan.gov

118118

Thank You!Thank You!

• FAQ sheet is available on MEAP-
Access webpage

• Archived Event on webpage

• DVD copies for $10 plus $4 shipping
Brenda Hose at 734-334-1437 or 
hoseb@resa.net


