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	Questions Related to Ratings
	Answers

	If a program went ahead with the PQA and, God forbid, they get a low score, would they still be able to keep the 4 star rating that was applied after the self-assessment?
	Programs eligible for the alternate path would maintain a star level 4 rating, if the PQA score did not elevate them to a five star rating. 

	Which version of the PQA is used for rating?  Classroom tool or site tool?
	Program eligible for the alternate path would receive the preschool PQA.

	We had completed SAS on our sites last year and had received a 4 star rating on each site at that time.  Is that SAS still within the system or do I need to complete them again?
	Yes

	Can you explain what you mean by alternate path?
	The alternate path rating means that GSRPs, Head Start programs and NAEYC programs have an opportunity to receive a 4 star rating without having a PQA assessment as long as they achieve enough points to earn a 4 star rating.

	Is a program able to not go through the rating process?
	Great Start to Quality is a voluntary program.  Program’s choosing not to participate will receive an “empty” star.

	So if you go for the 5 star rating do you go through the PQA only or validation and PQA both?
	For any program to receive a 5 star rating they must go through a validation process as well as have a PQA.

	Am I correct to understand that the PQA is still measurement not CLASS?
	At this time the PQA is the only environmental measure that is being used for Great Start to Quality ratings.

	If your SAS has already been validated, will it have to be validated again or will you just need to complete a PQA?
	Only programs that want to achieve a star level five rating need to have a PQA. 

	Will Head Start programs not licensed by the State, such as tribal programs on reservations be expected to participate in this system?
	It is voluntary to participate in Great Start to Quality.

	If our site has already completed the self-assessment by the Dec, 17, 2012 date, do we as a GSRP program have an opportunity to change it and submit within this new time frame for GSRP programs?
	A program can request a re-assessment through the Great Start to Quality Resource Centers.

	How long is the current wait for a PQA?
	There is not a timeline for a PQA as this process is not yet in place.

	Is there a deadline for completing the self-assessment or can it be done at any time?
	Programs can complete and submit self-assessment surveys at any time.

	What does good standing mean? How long do GSRP sites have to be open to not be considered new?
	Good standing means that they are currently meeting all requirements to receive funding.  One year after implementation, including appropriate PQA scores.

	I'm NAEYC accredited and a reviewer already came out and reviewed my paperwork but I have not yet received my score. If my score returns to a level 4 do I still have to have a PQA assessment?
	Programs eligible for the alternate path would maintain a star level 4 rating, if the PQA score did not elevate them to a five star rating.

	What if our SAS came in at a level 5? What are our steps then?
	For any program to receive a 5 star rating they must go through a validation process as well as have a PQA.

	Will there be a process for identifying our program as a NAEYC accredited program if we have already completed and submitted the SAS?
	Programs designate themselves as NAEYC accredited on their greatstartCONNECT.org profile.

	If we are accredited and already submitted the SAS but have not had a validation visit or PQA visit, what happens to that SAS?
	Programs post at the self-assessment survey star level rating.

	If our SAS came back at a level 5, will we be published as a 4 until we are able to have the PQA visit?
	For any program to receive a 5 star rating they must go through a validation process as well as have a PQA.

	We've paid at least $400 for a validation visit from NAEYC. Why won't that be counted as an independent assessment?
	At this time the PQA is the only environmental measure that is being used for Great Start to Quality ratings.

	NAEYC accreditation doesn't focus on a particular philosophy while the PQA seems to lean heavily toward High Scope. If we're not High Scope aren't we being put at a disadvantage or being required to change curriculums?
	The PQA measures how a program is implementing the early learning standards of quality and not High Scope.

	Has there been discussion about limiting this process to programs without an external monitoring system to conserve your resources and focus on programs that might need more support with improvement?
	The alternate path rating does allow us to reduce the number of PQAs as it does not require a program with enough points for a 4 star rating to have a PQA.  Only programs wishing to be a 5 star program would require a PQA.  In addition, we will be utilizing additional raters to reduce duplication.

	If I have a star score of 3 will I be automatically put into the queue for a PQA?
	No.  Only programs who have an SAS score of 4 or 5 are eligible for a PQA.

	What about programs that are not GSRP, Head Start or NAEYC?  What is their process?
	Programs submit the self-assessment survey and if the validated self-assessment is a four or five they are eligible for a PQA.

	What if you have chosen to rate classroom separately and two get a two and others get a 4 would you get a PQA based on individual classroom scores or on the overall score?
	Star level ratings are based on site location.  Classroom PQAs are designed for programs to satisfy a funder requirement.

	My concern is using the PQA.  We do not use the High Scope curriculum and would not be able to get a score of 5 because we do not do a planning and review on our schedule.  What are programs that do not use High Scope do?
	The PQA measures how a program is implementing the early learning standards of quality and not High Scope curriculum.  There are many programs participating in Great Start to Quality that are not using the High Scope curriculum.

	Questions Related to Raters
	

	How will raters be hired? What background is needed?
	Assessment Specialists are trained by High Scope and must meet reliability.

	How many raters will be hired across the state?
	Unknown at this time.

	If a program chooses to hire an independent rater, what would the cost be?
	The Office of Great Start and ECIC will release information at a later date related to some suggested price ranges.

	I am the ECS for my GSRP classrooms, do I need an "independent rater" or will my PQA scores be accepted?
	Please see the requirements for someone to be an independent rater.

	If we have already submitted our self-assessment does that mean we are already in the cue for an independent rater?
	No, not all programs are in the queue for a PQA.  Contact your Great Start to Quality Resource Center for more specific information.

	What is the timeframe for the independent rater criteria and how will this information be dispersed?
	Independent rater criteria will be defined by the end of February 2013 and the definition will be posted at the Great Start to Quality website and shared with programs.

	Discuss the conflict of interest 
	Independent raters will be asked to sign a conflict of interest form indicating that they are not employed by the program/classroom that they are performing a PQA for.

	Once a definition of an independent rater is determined how does one get that information if one is interested in being an independent rater?
	Information will be posted at the Great Start to Quality website www.greatstartoquality.com.  You could also contact your Great Start to Quality Resource Center for information.

	Questions Related to Communication
	

	Will the communication about this system and decisions being made come through the GSRP list serve or through the ISD Supts.?
	GSRP list serve

	We are all working hard to earn our stars. What steps will be taken to let the residents of Michigan know about the star rating system?
	The Great Start to Quality website is where the public can access more information, www.greatstarttoquality.org 

	When will you determine whether other accreditations (i.e. NECPA or NAC) qualify for the alternative pathway like NAEYC Accreditation?
	Currently the OGS/ECIC do not have a specific timeline for this, however we are interested in pursuing these conversations in the future.

	Is there a date for the release of all programs' rating to the public?
	This will be communicated directly to programs.

	Will you be sending emails regarding future webinars for home providers?
	Future webinar dates will be publicized through a variety of list serves.

	There continues to still be the question that when you say "the standards" what are you referring to?
	Great Start to Quality program standards are available on the Great Start to Quality website and the Great Start to Quality STARS platform.

	Are you looking mainly at center type programs for the next steps, what about home daycare providers? How do they fall into this GSQ model?
	This alternate path is for NAEYC accredited, Head Start, and Great Start Readiness programs which are all center based.

	Many questions are dealing with full day preschools, how can a part time preschool achieve 4 or 5 stars?
	The self-assessment survey is for both part- time and full day programs.

	Questions Related to Length of Ratings
	

	When in the 2 year process would the new self-assessment and second round of outside monitoring begin so that there is no lapse in your current (or improved) rating?
	The anniversary date for the star level rating is the date it is posted.

	Is the 2 year cycle tied in with licensing renewal timeline?
	No

	Will we be given advanced notice of when we need to renew like licensing does?
	Yes


