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COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

 
Presentation on the Michigan Test for Teacher Certification Results for 
2008-2009
 
The Michigan Test for Teacher Certification basic skills and content tests are 
required for teacher certification in Michigan.  The content tests are intended to 
improve the quality of Michigan teachers.  Content tests are developed using 
standards that are aligned with and support Michigan’s K-12 Curriculum Framework 
and Benchmarks, as well as Grade Level Content Expectations, High School Content 
Expectations, and national professional specialized associations’ standards.  The 
report provides individual teacher preparation institutions and aggregate content-
area test pass percentages for 2008-09 as well as the three-year comparison 
cumulative pass rates for 2006-07, 2007-09, and 2008-09. 
 
 
Presentation of the Proposed Standards for the Preparation of School 
Counselors Endorsement (NT), Preliminary Employment Authorization to 
Work as a School Counselor, and School Counselor License

 
Michigan teacher preparation institutions that offer approved school counselor 
programs have operated under the auspices of standards associated with the 
American School Counselor Association model.  To offer K-12 students the best 
counselors, teacher preparation institutions need to align their school counselor 
programs with state issued curriculum standards. 

 
These standards have been developed as guidelines for teacher preparation 
institutions that elect to renew a counseling program already approved by the State 
Board or those institutions that opt to begin offering a school counselor program.  
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The proposed standards were developed with the assistance of representatives from 
11 teacher preparation institutions currently offering approved school counselor 
programs, plus members representing the professional school counselor 
organizations. 
 
These Standards may allow for some differentiated staffing because programs are 
aligned with Board-approved Standards and MDE Guidance.  Some school districts 
are successfully using appropriately trained para-pros to provide services that 50 
years ago were handled by school counselors.  This is largely due to advancements 
in technology. 

 
The standards will be made available (via the Internet) for review and comment in 
March and April 2010.  The standards will be presented to the Board for approval in 
June. 
 
 
Presentation on the Proposed Standards for the Preparation of American 
Sign Language Teachers
 
In order to provide teachers the preparation required to meet the needs of K-12 
school districts, new endorsement standards for the preparation of American Sign 
Language (ASL) teachers are required.  K-12 school districts are offering American 
Sign Language as an option in meeting the required two years of a world language.  
These proposed standards are within the framework of all standards for teachers of 
world languages and have been reviewed by national ASL experts. 
 
The standards will be made available (via the Internet) for review and comment, 
and will be forwarded to selected groups/organizations, all Michigan teacher 
preparation institutions, intermediate school districts, and a random sample of local 
school districts for review and comment in March and April 2010.  The standards 
will be presented to the Board for approval in June.  
 
 
Presentation on Education Reform Legislation, Specifically Michigan 
Department of Education Redesign/Reform Office  
 
The Superintendent of Public Instruction (SPI) highlighted several points regarding 
the recently enacted reform legislation and the new Redesign/Reform Office to be 
created within the MDE including: 
 

• Annually by September 1 the Superintendent of Public Instruction (SPI) is 
required to publish a list of the 5% lowest performing school buildings in 
Michigan.  

• A supplemental budget is needed in order to hire the MDE Reform Officer and 
office staff prior to September 1 so the redesign/reform office can be established 
and mandatory deadlines met. 

• Within 90 days of a school being placed on list, the school must get redesign 
plan to the MDE Reform Officer which implements 1 of 4 intervention models 
and has any necessary addendum to collective bargaining.  The four intervention 
models are the models defined by the feds government—transformation, 
turnaround, restart, closure. 
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• Within 30 days of receipt of redesign plan, the MDE Reform Officer approves, 
disapproves, or makes changes. 

• If the MDE Reform Officer determines that the redesign plan is not achieving 
satisfactory results, then the MDE Reform Officer shall issue an order placing the 
school into the reform district. 

• With all the schools that could potentially end up in the reform district (approx. 
200), MDE could have the 1st or 2nd largest school district in the state. 

• SPI orders all listed schools to be placed under the supervision of the MDE 
Reform Officer. 

• Any school not placed in the reform district is still under the MDE Reform Officer 
while on bottom 5% list and requires monitoring, but there is no state aid for 
any of these schools for State School Reform/Redesign Office (SSRRO) work. 

 
In addition to the Reform Office, we have huge responsibilities with public school 
academies, and alternative routes to teacher certification. 

 
 
Presentation of an Alignment of Michigan Standards and Content 
Expectations with the Draft K-12 Common Core Standards 

 
The Common Core State Standards Initiative is a state-led effort coordinated by the 
National Governors Association Center for Best Practices and the Council of Chief 
State School Officers.  Drafts of the College and Career Readiness Standards were 
released for public comment in October 2009 and the Draft Common Core K-12 
Standards were released last week. 
 
This draft of a draft alignment is being presented to the Board before Common Core 
Standards are provided to the field for feedback.  The National Governors 
Association/Council of Chief State School Officers Standards Initiative has released 
the Standards which will constitute a national review.  It is important to remember 
that the standards for both math and English Language Arts were scheduled for a 
review and revision this year.  Because of this effort, Michigan did not need to use 
its limited resources.  In addition, these standards have been developed using top-
notch experts, and are internationally benchmarked.  Michigan could not achieve 
either of these on its own.   
 
The Standards will be provided to the field for review and comment.  The Standards 
will be returned to the Board for approval later this year. 
 
Click here for the PowerPoint presentation. 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 
 

The Superintendent notified the Board of his recent Property Transfer Decisions and 
approval of Department of Education Cosponsorship. 
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In addition, the Superintendent provided the SBE with information on several 
grants that have been awarded by the MDE including: 

 
• 2009-2010 Title I, Part A – Improving Basic Programs – Amendment 
• 2009-2010 ARRA Title I, Part A – Improving Basic Programs – Amendment  
• 2009-2010 Title I Technical Assistance Grant – Continuation 
• 2009-2010 Title I, Part C Regular Migrant Program Allocations – 

Amendment 
• 2009-2010 Title I, Part D – Prevention and Intervention for Neglected and 

Delinquent – Amendment 
• 2009-2010 ARRA Title I, Part D – Prevention and Intervention for Neglected 

and Delinquent – Amendment  
• 2009-2010 Title II, Part A – Teacher and Principal Training and Recruiting – 

Amendment 
• 2009-2010 Title II, Part D, Enhancing Education Through Technology – 

Initial 
• 2009-2010 Enhancing Education Through Technology, Title II, Part D, 

Competitive Programs – Amendment 
• 2009-2010 Title III – English Language Acquisition Program –Amendment 
• 2009-2010 Title III, Immigrant Grant Program – Initial 
• 2009-2010 Title VI, Part B, Rural and Low Income School Program –  

Amendment 
• 2009-2010 Great Start Readiness Program Evaluation Grant – Continuation  
• 2009-2010 IDEA, Part B Mandated Activities Projects – Initial 

2009-2010 U. S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Fresh Fruit and 
Vegetable Program (FFVP) – Amendment

 
 

REPORT OF MICHIGAN TEACHER OF THE YEAR
 
Mr. Rob Stephenson, 2009-2010 Michigan Teacher of the Year, provided a report on 
his activities both as Teacher of the Year, and in his third grade classroom at 
Wardcliff Elementary School, Okemos Public Schools. 
 
 

DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS 
 

State and Federal Legislative Update
 
The Board was provided with an update on state and federal legislative initiatives.  
The Board’s Legislative Committee met on January 20, 2010 and members of that 
committee suggested that the Board consider taking a position on HR 4223 
introduced by Congressman Kildee to create the Academic, Social, and Emotional 
Learning Act of 2010. 
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Presentation and Approval of Additional Accountability Workbook 
Amendment for 2009-10
 
The Accountability Workbook is the annual negotiation of the details of the state’s 
plan.  In December 2009, the Board approved a set of requested amendments, but 
an additional amendment is under consideration at this time.  The proposed 
amendment would make schools identified among the 5% persistently lowest 
performing in the state unable to be given a designation of making Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP).  The deadline for submission of amendments is February 15, 2010 
if the state wishes to use the new measure for the 2010-11 school year.  
 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

The Board approved the following items on the consent agenda. 
 

• Adoption of Resolution on National School Breakfast Week  
• Adoption of Resolution Regarding National Child and Adult Care Food 

Program Week 
• Adoption of Resolution Regarding National Teacher Appreciation Week – May 3-7, 

2010 
• Appointment of Two Replacement Members for the Committee of Scholars 

Previously Appointed to Review the Baker College Application for Approval as 
a Teacher Preparation Institution 

• Approval of MEAP-Access Fall 2009 Assessment Results and 
Recommendations  

• Approval of Policy on Integrating Mental Health in Schools  
• Approval of 2010 State of Michigan Educational Technology Plan  
• Approval of Criteria for the 2010-13 Elementary and Secondary Education Act 

(ESEA), Region 3 Intermediate School District Partnership Grant  
• Approval of Criteria for the Office of Education Improvement and Innovation 

Collaboration Grant  
 
 

FUTURE MEETING DATES 
 

• Wednesday, February 17, 2010 (1:00 p.m.) 
• Tuesday, March 9, 2010 (9:30 a.m. including a work/retreat session) 
• Tuesday, April 13, 2010 (9:30 a.m.) 
• Tuesday, May 11, 2010 (9:30 a.m.) 

 
 
 
 
This publication is an effort to provide information on State Board of Education 
meeting highlights.  The Board is interested in your feedback.  Please direct your 
feedback to Eileen Hamilton, State Board Executive, at hamiltone@michigan.gov
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