First Grade Social Studies Curriculum and Assessment Alignment


	GRADE 1 Content Expectation
	*Assess
	Focus Question
	***Sample Response to Focus Question

	H2 Living and Working Together in Families and Schools
Use historical thinking to understand the past.
	 
	 
	 

	1 - H2.0.1 Demonstrate chronological thinking by distinguishing among past, present, and future using family or school events.
	C
	What words and devices do we use to organize time?
	We know how to use words like past, present, and future to talk about time.

	1 - H2.0.2 Use a calendar to distinguish among days, weeks, and months.
	C
	What words and devices do we use to organize time?
	We know how to use a calendar to distinguish among days, weeks, and months.

	1 - H2.0.3 Investigate a family history for at least two generations, identifying various members and their connections in order to tell a narrative about family life.
	C

	How can we tell a narrative about family or school life in the past?
	We can investigate a family history for at least two generations identifying various members and their connections in order to tell the story.

	1 - H2.0.4 Retell in sequence, important ideas and details from stories about families or schools.
	C
	How can we tell a narrative about family or school life in the past?
	We use sequence to retell details in the order in which they occurred.

	1 - H2.0.5 Use historical records and artifacts (e.g., photos, diaries, oral histories, and videos) to draw possible conclusions about family or school life in the past.
	C

	How can we tell a narrative about family or school life in the past?
	We can use historical records and artifacts such as newspapers, clothing, letters, poems, magazines, stories, movies, photos, diaries, oral histories, or paintings to draw conclusions about family life or school.

	1 - H2.0.6 Compare life today with life in the past using the criteria of family, school, jobs, or communication.
	C
	How can we compare life today with life in the past?
	By using the specific categories of family life, school, jobs, or communication, we can compare life today with life in the past. 

	1 - H2.0.7 Identify the events or people celebrated during United States national holidays and why we celebrate them (e.g., Independence Day, Constitution Day, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day; Presidents’ Day).
	C
	Why do we celebrate national holidays in the United States?
	We identify events and people who are important in our history and reflect our core democratic values, and have special celebrations to honor them.

	G1 The World in Spatial Terms
Use geographic representations to acquire, process, and report information from a spatial perspective.
	 
	 
	 

	1 - G1.0.1 Construct simple maps of the classroom to demonstrate aerial perspective.
	C

	How can we use maps and globes as tools to distinguish between geographic features? 
	We can construct classroom maps using aerial perspective.

	1 - G1.0.2 Give examples of places that have absolute locations (e.g., home address, school address).
	C
	How can we locate places?
	We can use absolute location to describe the address of our home and school.

	1 - G1.0.3 Use personal directions (left, right, front, back) to describe the relative location of significant places in the school environment.
	C
	How can we locate places?
	We can use personal directions such as left/right, front/back to locate places around us.

	1 - G1.0.4 Distinguish between landmasses and bodies of water using maps and globes.
	C
	How can we use maps and globes as tools to distinguish between geographic features? 
	We can use the key on a map or a globe to distinguish between landmasses and bodies of water.

	G2 Places and Regions
Understand how regions are created from common physical and human characteristics.
	 
	 
	 

	1 - G2.0.1 Distinguish between physical (e.g., clouds, trees, weather) and human (e.g., buildings, playgrounds, sidewalks) characteristics of places.
	C
	How can we distinguish between human and physical/natural characteristics of a place?
	We can use pictures to show that we can identify human characteristics of places like buildings, playgrounds, and sidewalks which are made by humans; and physical and/or natural characteristics of places like clouds, trees, and weather which are found in nature.

	1 - G2.0.2 Describe the unifying characteristics and/or boundaries of different school regions (e.g., playground, reading corner, library, restroom).
	C
	How can we describe a school region?
	A school region has a unifying characteristic and/or boundary which we can describe or identify.  For example, the boundary of the playground has a big fence.

	G4 Human Systems
Understand how human activities help shape the Earth’s surface.
	 
	 
	 

	1 - G4.0.1 Use components of culture (e.g., foods, language, religion, traditions) to describe diversity in family life.
	C
	How can we describe diversity in family life?
	Family life can be described by using components of culture such as home languages, religions, foods, and traditions.

	G5 Environment and Society
Understand the effects of human-environment interactions.
	 
	 
	 

	1 - G5.0.1 Describe ways in which people modify (e.g., cutting down trees, building roads) and adapt to the environment (e.g., clothing, housing, transportation).
	C
	How do people modify and adapt to their environment?
	People modify the environment when they change it by actions such as cutting down trees, planting crops, building roads, and mining. People adapt by adjusting to the conditions of their environment such as air conditioning or heating their home, wearing warm clothing in the winter and cool clothing in the summer.

	C1 Purposes of Government
Explain why people create governments.
	 
	 
	 

	1 - C1.0.1 Identify some reasons for rules in school (e.g., provide order, predictability, and safety).
	C
	Why do we have rules in school?
	We have rules to protect individual rights, serve the common good, maintain order, and keep everyone safe.

	1 - C1.0.2 Give examples of the use of power with authority in school (e.g., principal, teacher, or bus driver enforcing school rules).
	C
	How is power used in school?
	Power with authority is used in schools by the principals, teachers, bus drivers, and lunchroom aides to enforce school rules.

	1 - C1.0.3 Give examples of the use of power without authority in school (e.g., types of bullying, taking cuts in line).
	C
	How is power used in school?
	Power without authority is used in school when students bully or take cuts in line.

	C2 Values and Principles of American Democracy
Understand values and principles of American constitutional democracy.
	 
	 
	 

	1 - C2.0.1 Explain how decisions can be made or how conflicts might be resolved in fair and just ways (e.g., majority rules).
	C
	How do groups make fair decisions?
	Groups make fair decisions by respecting others, working for the common good and following majority rule.

	1 - C2.0.2 Identify important symbols of the United States of America (e.g., Statue of Liberty, Uncle Sam, White House, Bald Eagle).
	C

	What are some important symbols of the United States?
	Some important symbols include Uncle Sam, the Bald Eagle, the flag of the United States, the Statue of Liberty, the White House, the Lincoln Memorial, or the Washington Monument.  Symbols help us remember and feel proud of our country. 

	C5 Roles of the Citizen in American Democracy
Explain important rights and how, when, and where American citizens demonstrate their responsibilities by participating in government.
	 
	 
	 

	1 - C5.0.1 Describe some responsibilities people have at home and at school (e.g., taking care of oneself, respect for the rights of others, following rules, and getting along with others).
	C
	How can people demonstrate their responsibilities as individuals?


	Some ways individuals at home and at school can demonstrate responsibility is by taking care of oneself, respecting the rights of others, following rules, and getting along with others.

	1 - C5.0.2 Identify situations in which people act as good citizens in the school community (e.g., thoughtful and effective participation in the school decisions, respect for the rights of others, respect for rule of law, voting, volunteering, compassion, courage, and honesty).
	C
	How can people demonstrate their responsibilities when they are part of a group?
	As part of a group, some ways people can demonstrate responsibility is by participating thoughtfully and effectively in school decisions, respecting the rights of others, respecting the rule of law, voting or volunteering; encouraging others to show compassion and be honest.

	E1 Market Economy
Use fundamental principles and concepts of economics to understand economic activity in a market economy.
	 
	 
	 

	1 - E1.0.1 Distinguish between producers and consumers of goods and services.
	C

	What are some concepts that help us understand economic activity in our market economy?

	Some examples of ways students have experienced the concept of producers include farmers who grow sugar beets, beans, potatoes, and fruit. Students have experienced the concept of consumer when they buy school supplies, purchase lunch, or go to the movies.

	1 - E1.0.2 Describe ways in which families consume goods and services.

	C
	What are some concepts that help us understand economic activity in our market economy?
	Examples of students' families consuming goods and services include when they buy food at the grocery store or get a check-up at the doctor's office.

	1 - E1.0.3 Using examples, explain why people cannot have everything they want (scarcity) and describe how people respond (choice).
	C
	What are some concepts that help us understand economic activity in our market economy?
	Some examples of ways students have experienced scarcity is when they have to decide how to use their birthday money or allowance, and can't buy everything they want so they respond by making a choice.

	1 - E1.0.4 Describe reasons why people voluntarily trade.

	C
	Why do people voluntarily trade?
	People trade because there is mutual benefit when both sides get what they want. This occurs because people don't produce everything they want to consume. 

	1 - E1.0.5 Describe ways in which people earn money (e.g., providing goods and services to others, jobs).
	C
	How do people earn money?
	People earn money when they are paid to provide goods or services to others. 

	1 – E1.0.6 Describe how money simplifies trade.  
	C
	How does money simplify trade?
	Money simplifies trade because it is easily portable, retains its value, is divisible, and is universally accepted.

	P3.1 Identifying and Analyzing Public Issues
Clearly state a problem as a public policy issue, analyze various perspectives, and generate and evaluate possible alternative resolutions.
	 
	 
	 

	1 - P3.1.1 Identify public issues in the school community.

	C
	What are some of the things we need to do to resolve public issues in the school community?
	One step is to first identify a problem or issue.

	1 - P3.1.2 Use graphic data to analyze information about a public issue in the school community.
	C
	What are some of the things we need to do to resolve public issues in the school community?
	Another step is to understand the data about the problem or issue.

	1 - P3.1.3 Identify alternative resolutions to a public issue in the school community.

	C
	What are some of the things we need to do to resolve public issues in the school community?
	It is also important to identify alternative resolutions to a problem or issue.

	P3.3 Persuasive Communication About a Public Issue
Communicate a reasoned position on a public issue.
	 
	 
	 

	1 - P3.3.1 Express a position on a public policy issue in the school community and justify the position with a reasoned argument.

	C
	How do we let others know what we think about a public policy issue in the school community and why?

	Some ways to let others know what you think about a community issue and why include talking to others, drawing, acting out your viewpoint, and writing.

	P4.2 Citizen Involvement
Act constructively to further the public good.
	 
	 
	 

	1 - P4.2.1 Develop and implement an action plan to address or inform others about a public issue.
	C
	What are some of the things we need to do to resolve public issues in the school community?
	One way to act constructively to further the public good is to develop a plan to inform others about the problem.


	1 - P4.2.2 Participate in projects to help or inform others.


	C
	What are some of the things we need to do to resolve public issues in the school community?
	One way to act constructively to further the public good is to participate in projects that help or inform others.


*C = Assessed at classroom and district levels; necessary foundation for success on the 6th Grade MEAP.
 S = Assessed at classroom, district, and state levels; may be assessed on MEAP. 
*** All Sample Responses were reviewed by a task force of educators/experts from across the state.
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