GENERAL INFORMATION 
What Are Preschool Services and Where Are They Located? 
Michigan Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE) services include special instruction and related services provided to young children, ages three through five, who qualify under the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA, Part B, Section 619). Through its 57 Intermediate School Districts (ISDs) Michigan's ECSE program ensures the provision of a Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) to all eligible children at no cost to their families, and in the Least Restrictive Environment (LRE). LRE means that young children with disabilities should receive services in typical community-based early childhood settings and programs whenever possible, and only go to more restrictive or specialized settings when their individual needs require it. 
Who Is Eligible? 
Young children ages three through five who have a disability as defined by one of the categories listed below are eligible for preschool services provided through the local school system. In Michigan, the categories of disability include: Speech/Language Impairment, Specific Learning Disability, Cognitive Impairment, Autism Spectrum Disorder, Emotional Impairment, Traumatic Brain Injury, Hearing Impairment, Visual Impairment, Physical Impairment, Early Childhood Developmental Delay (ECDD), Severe Multiple Impairment, or Other Impairment. 
How Does a Child Become Eligible? 
Starting with the ISD Child Find office, children can receive services to identify areas of concern for further assessment by a multidisciplinary team. Following completion of assessments, the Indivdualized Education Plan (IEP) Team, of which parents are essential members, meets to review and discuss findings in order to make a determination of eligibility under one of the established disability categories. 
What Happens Next? 
The IEP Team works together to develop the IEP, a written document identifying the special education and related services necessary to support the child's development and educational program. The IEP allows everyone with a role in teaching and nurturing the child to understand what the child will need to grow and prosper, and the particular role they can play as a supportive member of the child's team. Services identified on an IEP might include special instruction, speech and language therapy, physical and occupational therapy, assistive technology devices and services, psychological services and other services identified by the IEP Team as necessary for the child to benefit from participating in an educational program. 
What Services Are Provided? 
When the IEP is developed and agreed upon by the IEP Team, it is essential to identify the setting, or Least Restrictive Environment (LRE), in which the child's special education and related services needs can be met. Appropriate settings for preschool children can include a preschool special education class, local preschool program or local Head Start program. For more information about Michigan Early Childhood Special Education Programs, contact the ISD Child Find office, or the Office of Early Childhood Education and Family Services at (517) 373-8483. 
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