Getting to Know the Budget Process 
(in order)

Using the Budget and Allocation Process handout work with your tablemates to answer the following questions. 
1. Why does the Governor propose an Executive Budget for state activities on an annual basis?  The Michigan constitution requires him or her to
2. Who has additional authority to veto any distinct item or items appropriating money in any appropriation bill? The Governor
3. Approximately how many months prior to the beginning of the new fiscal year does the development of each new fiscal year budget begin?
13-14 months
4. Who starts the budget process?  The State Budget Office by issuing program policy guidelines to the departments
5. How do the departments have input into the budget process?  

By submitting their budget proposals by October for the next fiscal year
6. When does the Governor make his/her budget decisions? In Dec. prior to the presentation to the Legislature
7. When is the Governor required to submit his/her budget? Within 30 days after the Legislature convenes the regular session on the second Monday in January.  60 days if Governor is new.
8. Do the budget bills originate in the House or Senate? One-Half are initiated in each house, alternating the houses of origin each year. 

9. How many Revenue Estimating Conferences are a part of the budgeting cycle?  Two
10. How are differences between the two houses on each appropriations bill resolved?  By a conference committee
11. How many people are on the conference committee?
6- 3 from the Senate and 3 from the House of Representatives

12. When is a bill enrolled?  When the conference committee report is approved by both houses
13. Who has additional authority to veto any distinct item or items appropriating money in any appropriation bill? The Governor
14. Name three pieces of data being collected by MDE GSRP staff while the budget process is taking place which will be used for running allocations. Grade1-5 enrollment, Grade 1-5 Free Lunch, Kindergarten enrollment, current GSRP slots filled
15. How likely are ISDs to ever get allocations in April?  Tentative allocations are likely to be run along the way as each body finishes its work.  
