Greening Career Training in Michigan
In 2009 the MPSC (MI Public Service Commission) Granted Brion and Kathy Dickens of Pigeon, MI funding to create a 15 school Renewable Energy CTE project.  Brion is a Renewable Energy Consultant and his wife Kathy is an administrator at Laker Schools which is the District that is overseeing the funding disbursements’. 
Brion conceived of the idea after being contracted by the Huron ISD, Bay Arenac ISD, and Tuscola ISD to assist them with a joint project they received Legislative Funding for in the 2008 School Aid funding Bill, section 65a, to create “Green CTE programs”. 
The MPSC Grant comes from the Low Income Energy Efficiency Fund which is funded through Utility surcharges. The $1,000,000.00 that Laker Schools received from this source is part of over $2.5 million in grant funding that Kathy and Brion have received over the last 6 years to promote “Green Projects” on and off the Laker campus. 
The fifteen schools that were chosen for this project were considered on a first come first served basis after they responded to a request to join in the project over a year ago. These Districts also needed to meet the criteria of being able to host the equipment on their campuses and whether or not they were located in one of the five regions that the project identified. 
The project supplies each District with 3) residential class wind turbines (most made in MI), a solar array, pellet fuel equipment, bio fuel equipment, weather stations, green building funding, curriculum design/support, teaching materials, and staff training.
Currently the equipment is being delivered to the participating schools and the installation of the 45 turbines is in the planning stages. When the project is completed all of the turbines, weather stations, and solar arrays will be linked together on a common website. This in itself has never been done in the US and will both enhance the learning outcomes as well as provide real world data on the performance of these systems for the manufacturers, dealers, and prospective equipment owners. 
To foster the development of Green CTE the grant has a strong focus on Teacher Training and Curriculum Development. To meet this goal, the Grant administrators have teamed with Kettering University to host a summer week long workshop on Green Energy Technologies. This workshop will be hosted at the Laker Campus July 19-23 2010. It will be open to all teachers K-16 for a fee. Those that participate will learn about wind, solar, bio fuels, fuel cells, energy systems and much more. Training on real equipment, tours of full scale renewable energy projects, and time devoted to “green” curriculum will be covered in these five days. Each night will be highlighted with guest speakers in the industries as well as venders will be on site with “green” products. Everyone will also receive support materials keyed to the GLCES and HSCES and energy related teaching aids for their programs. 
More information on this event, a short informational survey and how to register  to attend will be forthcoming.  Please feel free to contact Project Manager Brion Dickens for more information:
989 551 3732 or email at woodland@airadvantage.net 
