Entry-Level Standards for Michigan Teachers

Proposed Professional Standards for Michigan Teachers

History
The Entry-Level Standards for Michigan Teachers (ELSMT) were developed under the guidance of the Professional Standards Commission for Teachers (PSCT) and adopted by the State Board of Education (SBE) in August 1993.  Various adjustments to the standards have occurred:

· In 1998, the standards were amended to include a seventh standard concerning technology standards for all teachers;
· In 2002, the entry-level standards and related indicators of achievement were updated to align with SBE taskforce reports and national standards;
· At this time, additional changes are proposed for the ELSMT, based upon the Office of Professional Preparation Services (OPPS) and the Office of Special Education and Early Intervention Services (OSE/EIS) working with the Interstate New Teacher Assessment and Standards Consortium (INTASC), in an effort to assure that Michigan teachers are prepared to teach all students including students with special needs in an inclusive classroom.  Re-examination of the ELSMT to assure strong preparation for inclusion allowed staff and the PSCT members the opportunity to examine all the ways ELSMT have been used to promote quality in teacher preparation.

During 2004-2005, all of the standards and criteria for assessment of pedagogy were reviewed and a number of changes were proposed in wording, for clarity and updating.  In order to reflect a coherent, seamless preparation of a high quality teacher and to promote substantive, classroom-based professional development during induction, the PSCT members suggested a change in the name of the standards from Entry-level Standards for Michigan Teachers to Professional Standards for Michigan Teachers (PSMT).

The descriptive matrix was developed by the PSCT and has evolved from the previous Assessment of Pedagogy format in 2002 to the current proposed matrix, Profile of Teacher Knowledge and Skills. 
The PSCT proposes that the PSMT be used as the basis for a professional development profile which would be used for observing and documenting a teacher’s professional growth, to assure a high quality effective teaching force for Michigan.  The Profile of Teacher Knowledge and Skills provides a coherent framework of a teacher’s professional growth from the initial certification through the induction years.  The proposed new Profile of Teacher Knowledge and Skills uses the PSMT coupled with descriptors of proficiency beginning with teacher preparation and extending across the induction years and into the professional certification of teachers.  The PSMT and Profile of Teacher Knowledge and Skills is formatted to indicate the proposed changes to the standards and definitions of the proficiency levels.  When implemented, the PSMT and Profile of Teacher Knowledge and Skills will serve as living and working documents that allow for future adjustments as needed.

Response Directions
Feedback is being requested from relevant professional associations, all teacher preparation institutions, and from all local and intermediate school districts.  Notification of this field review is being announced by email contact and posting on the Michigan Department of Education’s web page 
The proposed Professional Standards for Michigan Teachers and Profile of Teacher Knowledge and Skills documents are available for your feedback.  Your responses to the proposed revisions will be compiled, analyzed, and used to improve the document’s clarity and perceived value of addressing each element within the Standards and Profile.  Thank you for taking the time to help in this stage of the development process.

Field review of the proposed changes reflected in the Professional Standards for Michigan Teachers and Profile of Teacher Knowledge and Skills will take place through the standard process that the Office of Professional Preparation Services has used.
The response forms will be available until January 28, 2008, If you have questions please contact Bonnie Rockafellow, Office of Professional Preparation Services, Michigan Department of Education, P.O. Box 30008, Lansing, MI 48909, fax (517) 373-0542, phone (517) 373-7861 or e-mail rockafellowb@michigan.gov.

