Supporting Iraqi Newcomers/Refugees 
in Walled Lake Schools

Contacts : 
Cathy M. Ferguson, ESL/Bilingual/Title I Coordinator cathyferguson@wlcsd.org  248 956-2093

Lilian Jaboro: Iraqi Newcomer Liaison Paraeducator lilianjaboro@wlcsd.org 
248 956-2064

Academic Supports
Bilingual Paraeducator support in all school

Elementary ESL Classes in 3 schools
Middle School ESL Classes daily, 1-2 hours

High School ESL Classes daily, 2 hours daily

High School Sheltered Science, Social Studies, Math

Afterschool tutoring, 3 sites, all grades

Bilingual Dictionaries, gifts to use at home

ESL Summer School, free or reduced tuition, all grades

Home/ School Communication

Iraqi Newcomer Liaison Para (Oakland Schools Grant)

13 Chaldean/Arabic staff members
Translation of major school documents

Translation for Parent-Teacher Conferences

Translation for enrollment

Other Translation as needed

Assistance with Preschool registration

Social/Emotional/Medical, Agency Support

Liaison establishing relationships with agencies to assist with the needs of the students:

    Chaldean Ladies of Charity, mentoring, free clothing, group meetings for      
parents and for children, bus for transportation

    St. Thomas Chaldean Catholic Church, “Helping Hands” to assist families in 
various ways

    Chaldean Chamber of Commerce

    Other agencies yet to be explored

Funding
Walled Lake District, Title III, Title III Immigrant, Oakland Schools

