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Preface 
• Parents value their local public schools 

• We are painfully aware of the struggles 
they face, largely from policy and economic 
factors at the state level 

• Michigan public education is not “broken,” 
but needs help to recover from the damage 
inflicted in the last 15 years 



Michigan schools are not “broken”… 
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General Principles 
• Community-governed public schools are 
the backbone 

• Governance by elected officials, as local as 
possible 

• Quality of education should not depend on 
location 

• Public schools, and public funding, serve a 
public purpose 



General Principles continued 

• Resources for schools must match the 
performance we expect 
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Governance 
• Providing for public education has been a 
priority since the beginning 

• Public education serves a public purpose and 
must answer to the people 

• Public education unifies our communities and 
must reflect their diversity 

• State has legitimate interest in quality 
education, but local governance adjusts to 
local needs 



Funding 
• Overall funding must cover the true cost of 
education 

• Costing-out study is a crucial step 

• State’s commitment to education funding as a 
share of the economy should be steady 

• Tax policy decisions have made funding volatile 
and failed to track economic growth 



Funding – declining share of the economy 
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Funding continued 
• Funding formulas must take into account 
differential costs 

• Equitable funding isn’t always equal 

• Cost of living and other regional costs 

• Structural costs like transportation 



Funding continued 
• Funding formulas must reflect the 
underlying needs of students 

• Address the high cost of poverty 

• Completely cover special education 

• Account for fixed costs 

• Option for equalized locally-voted increases 



Growing burden of poverty in Michigan 



The Parent View 
• Keep the Public in public education 

• Parents and citizens are owners, not 
customers 

• Resources must be adequate for the tasks 
we set for our schools 

• Resources should follow needs, with the 
aim of equal quality for all 



Steven Norton, Executive Director 
Elizabeth Lykins, Board Member 
info@mipfs.org 
 
Web: http://www.mipfs.org 
 
Facebook: facebook.com/groups/mipfs 

facebook.com/miparentsforschools 
 
Twitter: @mipfs_org 
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